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	New Haven/Middlesex County USDA Service Center

New Haven/Middlesex County FSA
900 Northrop Road
Suite# A

Wallingford, CT  06492

203-269-6665 phone
203-294-9741 fax
www.fsa.usda.gov/ct
Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

County Committee

Chairman:
Bill Weed

Vice-Chairman:

Nelson Cecarelli

Regular Member:

Richard Brock

Minority Advisor:

Joyce Werbiski

Next County Committee meeting: 
December  6th, 2007 after a Tour at Deerfield Farm
Staff:
County Executive
Director:
Nancy Welsh

Program Technician:
Ann Marie McCard

Program Technician:
Teresa Peavey
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	Dates to Remember

Dec 6
COC Meeting – COC Election Ballot Counting
December 25
Merry Christmas!  Office Closed for Federal 
Holiday
January 1
Happy New Year 2008! Office Closed for Federal Holiday



CDP Signup Continues





The Crop Disaster Program (CDP) provides benefits to farmers who suffered quantity and quality losses to 2005, 2006, or 2007 crops.  CDP signup for quantity loss began October 15, 2007.





Losses from natural disasters may qualify for financial assistance if the crop was planted before Feb. 28, 2007, or, in the case of prevented plantings, for crops that would have been planted before Feb. 28, 2007. Producers who incurred qualifying losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 must choose only one year to apply for benefits. Participants may apply for loss benefits on multiple commodities as long as the losses occurred in the same crop year. 





Only producers who obtained crop insurance coverage or coverage under the Noninsured  Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of loss will be eligible for CDP benefits. Producers must have suffered quantity losses in excess of 35 percent to be eligible for CDP.  








Census Gives Farmers a Voice In Their Future





America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to participate in shaping the future of agriculture. The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will begin distribution of the 2007 Census of Agriculture next month. 





According to NASS, the Census of Agriculture provides information that is not available anywhere else – information that benefits agricultural producers and their communities in many ways. Policy-makers use Census data for decisions concerning agricultural and rural programs. Community planners use Census information to target delivery of local services. Companies rely on Census data when determining where to locate their operations. And farmers themselves look at Census data when deciding to make changes in their production strategies.








Conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Census is a complete count of the nation’s farms and ranches and the people who operate them. The Census looks at land use and ownership, operator characteristics, production practices, income and expenditures and other topics. It provides the only source of uniform, comprehensive agricultural data for every county in the nation. 








NASS will mail out Census forms on December 28, 2007 to collect data for the 2007 calendar year. Completed forms are due by February 4, 2008. Producers can return their forms by mail or, for the first time, they have the convenient option of filling out the Census online via a secure web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/" �http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/�.





e-Forms Available





Producers with Internet access can fill out and print a variety of FSA paper forms at home. 





Producers are encouraged to register for secure electronic access that will allow you to e-file (electronically sign and transmit) some forms directly to the county office staff.





To sign and transmit forms electronically, you


must sign up and get a user name and password. To sign up in person, visit the county office and complete form AD-2016. The staff will verify your identity and enter your information into the system. You will receive a letter with your temporary ID. You will be sent a second letter with your temporary password and instructions on how to activate your account. You then go to the Activation Web site and select a permanent ID and password.





Submitting an e-Form is convenient. You can access information anytime day or night seven days a week. It's also faster. Forms and applications can be submitted and received in the county office in a matter of minutes, not days or weeks.


Changing Banks





Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically using Direct Deposit. This innovation has cut down on the number of missing and late payments and reduced the time required to move funds.  It has been determined that the chance of having a problem with a payment is 20 times greater with checks than with Direct Deposit.  Another benefit is that Direct Deposit to your account can be made within 48 hours.


To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to keep the county office staff up to date on changes you might make in your financial institutions.


If you have changed accounts or institutions that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact the FSA county office so we can update our files to insure continued uninterrupted service.�


Selling Land


If you’re planning to sell farmland, there may be some program consequences you should be aware of. For example, if you’re planning to sell land that’s enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program, the buyer must agree to continue the enrollment. If the buyer doesn’t want to continue the CRP contract, you might have to refund all of the payments you’ve received to date.


Reviewing program implications with your local Farm Service Agency staff before completing a sale of farmland is always a prudent precaution.


.


Reasonable Accommodations


Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment to attend or participate in meetings or events sponsored by the Farm Service Agency. If you require special accommodations to attend or participate in one of our events, please call the FSA county office and we will be happy to make any needed arrangements.














Dairy Disaster Signup Begins 








Eligible dairy producers can sign up for the Dairy Disaster Assistance Program (DDAP-III) at local FSA service centers beginning Dec. 3, 2007.








DDAP-III will help dairy producers recover production losses resulting from a variety of adverse weather conditions in the last few years.  The program provides $16 million in benefits to dairy producers for production losses that occurred between Jan. 1, 2005, and Feb. 28, 2007, because of qualifying natural disasters.  It compensates producers for production losses that resulted from lost herds or dumped milk when dairy plants closed or the natural disaster damaged containment equipment.  Additionally, power outages, fuel shortages, and infrastructure damage may have temporarily interrupted the flow of dairy products to markets.  





To be eligible for DDAP-III, dairy producers must have suffered losses in primary and contiguous counties declared or designated a natural disaster.  Also, producers in counties receiving an FSA Administrator’s Physical Loss Notice determination are eligible.    





To find out more information or to apply for the program, contact your local USDA Service Center or FSA County Office.











USDA Works to Protect Personally Identifiable Information (PII)





USDA has formally launched a Department-wide campaign to make certain that producers’ "Personally Identifiable Information" or PII, is being protected. The PII generally refers to information which is maintained by a USDA agency about an individual, including USDA customers and USDA employees. Information may include details of financial transactions between a customer and the Department; such unique information as a Social Security number and a date or place of birth which could be used to trace an individual's identity; and other personal information, including medical or criminal history, which is linkable to a particular individual. 





As part of USDA’s official policy on social security numbers, USDA will collect, use, maintain, and/or disseminate Social Security numbers only when required by statute or when specifically authorized to do so. USDA agencies will not use the number as an identity number. Agencies must mask or encrypt Social Security numbers so that they cannot be viewed on computer screens, reports, or other products.  Agencies will not use Social Security numbers to access customer records.  











FSA Seeks Public Comment on Emergency Conservation Program





FSA if offering members of the public an opportunity to voice opinions they may have about the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) and suggest ideas about improving the program in the future.





ECP provides emergency funding and technical assistance for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters and for carrying out emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought.  Funding for ECP is appropriated by Congress.





To learn more about ECP program issues and proposed alternatives, please review the Federal Register at � HYPERLINK "http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/pdf/e7-20961.pdf" \o "http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/pdf/e7-20961.pdf" �http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/pdf/e7-20961.pdf�





Written comments on the scope of the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and requests for copies should be directed to ECP SEIS, Geo-Marine Incorporated, 2713 Magruder Blvd., Suite D, Hampton, VA 23666-1572.





To ensure that the full range of issues and alternatives are addressed, FSA invites comments.  Comments should be submitted by close of business December 24, 2007.








LDP Deadline on Unshorn Lamb Pelts








Eligible producers have until Jan. 31, 2008, to apply for LDPs for unshorn pelts produced during the 2007 crop year.





Eligible producers must have beneficial interest in the pelts, owned the lamb for at least 30 calendar days before the date of slaughter and sell the unshorn lamb for immediate slaughter. Producers must also comply with wetland conservation and highly erodible land conservation provisions on all lands they operate or have interest in.





To qualify for payment, pelts must have been produced by an eligible producer from live unshorn lambs of domestic origin in the United States.








Spousal Signatures





Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is made to the county office staff by either spouse. 





There are exceptions to the rule. Spouses may not sign FSA-211s on behalf of each other or sign on behalf of the other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other similar entities. Spouses must have a power of attorney on file or sign personally for claim settlements, such as promissory notes, and on security documents for price support loans. 





Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan documents.





A spouse’s authority to sign documents on behalf of the other spouse does not entitle the spouse to review or receive agency records of the other spouse.











Loans for Beginning Farmers, Socially Disadvantaged








FSA has funding to assist beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:





Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years


Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm


Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by FSA


Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size.
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New Haven/Middlesex County Farm Service Agency Office


900 Northrop Road Suite# A


Wallingford, CT  06492-1900

















The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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