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1. Voter is of legal voting age and participates or cooperates in any FSA program, or


2. The voter is not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire farm.

3. The voter must also be eligible to participate in any FSA program provided by law, regardless of the status of funding.

Discrimination Prohibited 
No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.

If you have any questions about your voter eligibility, please contact your county office staff.

MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS

Marketing assistance loans provide producers interim financing at harvest time to meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows.  Allowing producers to store production at harvest facilitates more orderly marketing of commodities throughout the year.
Marketing assistance loans for covered commodities are non-recourse because the commodity is pledged as loan collateral.

Loan repayment options, include:

· repay the loan, principal plus interest 

· repay the loan at the market repayment rate 

· deliver the outstanding quantity to a designated warehouse

When commodities are under loan and used as collateral, they may not be moved without prior written consent from the county office.  

Interest rates vary monthly and are based on the month of approval. Rates are subject to change January 1. 
Marketing loans are available for Wheat, Barley, Oats, Honey, Wool and Mohair.  For Wool and Mohair, eligible producers can either:

· request a nine-month marketing assistance loan;

· agree to forego the loan and request an LDP.
Fact sheets with additional information are available online at www.fsa.usda.gov and follow the links on Price Support or contact your FSA Office.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>
Payment Limitations

USDA payments and benefits are subject to producer eligibility and limitation provisions as defined by law. Documents and forms to determine eligibility and limitation once completed are reviewed on an annual basis. 

It is the producer’s responsibility to report changes in the farming operation that may affect payment eligibility and payment limitation. 

The following limitations apply to Direct and Counter-cyclical Program payments for each contract year. For all covered commodities: $40,000 for direct payments and $65,000 for counter-cyclical payments. 
The Environmental Quality Incentive Program has a $450,000 payment limitation. 

The Conservation Reserve Program annual limit is $50,000 per person. 

Entities such as corporations, limited partnerships, trusts and estates are required to provide names, addresses, and ID numbers of their members.  These entities should also identify every payment under more than one entity.

Adjusted Gross Income - 
Effective through 2008, an individual or entity shall not be eligible for certain program benefits during a crop, program or fiscal year if both of the following apply.

· The three-year average of the adjusted gross income for the individual or entity exceeds $2.5 million; and

· Less than 75 percent of the average AGI is derived from farming, ranching or forestry operations.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

Low cost loans for storage facilities are available for producers to build or remodel farm storage facilities for a variety of commodities, including wheat, rice, soybeans and corn. 

The seven-year Farm Storage Facility Loans are available for the purchase and installation of eligible storage facilities, permanently affixed drying or handling equipment, or remodeling existing facilities. Eligible facilities include new conventional-type cribs or bins and new and remanufactured oxygen-limiting and other upright silo-type structures. 

All farm storage facility loans are secured by a promissory note and security agreement. The maximum amount that may be borrowed is 85 percent of the net cost of the storage or handling equipment, up to $100,000 for each borrower. A minimum down payment is also required. For details, contact the county office staff.

Succession in Interest

If you have made any changes that affect your interest in base acres since you signed your last Direct and Counter-cyclical Program contract, you must report these successions-in-interest to the county committee by Sept. 30, so that a final determination can be made on who is program eligible on the property.

Changes that qualify as a succession-in-interest include:

· A sale of land 

· A change of operator or producer, including an increase or decrease in the number of partners 

· A foreclosure, bankruptcy or involuntary loss of the farm. 

· A change in producer shares to reflect changes in the producer's share of the crop(s) that were originally approved on the contract.  


If a succession-in-interest has taken place, you, as the “predecessor,” are required to refund any advance DCP payments you received for the affected base acres before a payment can be made to the “successor.” 

Not reporting a succession-in-interest can result in contract termination and a loss of program benefits for all producers involved. 

A revised CCC-509, Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program Contract, with all succession changes must be complete with all signatures by Sept. 28 for payments to be distributed
Note: Changes that require a reconstitution must be reported to the county committee by Aug. 1 of the fiscal year in which the change occurred.

Reporting Losses

If you had any failed crop acres, give serious thought to report them before destroying crop evidence. If Congress authorizes a crop disaster program in the future, proof of failed acreage may be required for your participation.  

It’s important to report failed acreage not brought to harvest to the county office staff prior to destruction. Ensuring that failed acres are documented could be the determining factor in whether you are eligible for future crop disaster program payments.

If you are experiencing low crop yields, you should keep good production records, but you don’t need to report this loss right now.

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and may be completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. For losses on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must contact the FSA county office staff within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent. Producers with crop insurance should contact their local insurance agent and the FSA office when losses occur and before destroying the crop.

Youth Loans Available

The school year has started and many young people are planning their 4-H, FFA or other organized youth group projects.  Consider FSA youth loans for financing these endeavors.

There is no better time than the present to teach financial responsibility and establish a good credit history.
Eligibility for a rural youth loan requires that the applicant be between the ages of 10 and 20 and a US citizen. Applicants must live in a town of less than 10,000 people and prove they are unable to secure a loan elsewhere to conduct a modest income-producing project. An advisor must be identified who will provide technical supervision and assistance, typically a High School Ag Science teacher or 4-H leader. 

FSA loans cannot exceed $5000 and are available to sponsor different types of projects in livestock, crop production, lawn and garden services, repair shops and roadside stands.

For more information on youth loans, contact your FSA Office.
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SALES CLOSING FOR ALASKA FORAGE PRODUCTION IS FAST APPROACHING
USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) reminds Alaska producers of the forthcoming 2008 crop year Multi-Peril Crop Insurance (MPCI) final sales closing date October 1, 2007 for Forage Production

The Forage Production policy is available in Fairbanks Northstar, Kenai Peninsula, Matanuska-Susitna, Southeast Fairbanks and Valdez-Cordova.

Producers should contact their local MPCI agent to learn additional program details.
	Selected Interest Rates for

September  2007

	90-Day Treasury Bill
	4.875%

	Farm Operating Loans — Direct
	5.50%

	Farm Ownership Loans — Direct
	5.75%

	Limited Resource Loans
	5.00%

	Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher
	4.00%

	Emergency Loans
	3.75%

	Farm Storage Facility Loans
	4.625%

	Commodity Loans 1996-Present
	5.750%


	Dates to Remember

	Sept. 10
	LCP/LIP Sign-up Begins

	Sept. 17-21
	FSA Office closed for staff training.

	Sept. 28
	Deadline for filing succession-in-interest.

	Oct.  1
	2008 Fiscal Year begins

	
	2007 CRP payments
2007 Final DCP payments


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large prints, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Alaska State FSA Office








PRSRT STD
800 W Evergreen








Postage Fees Paid

Suite 216









Farm Service Agency

Palmer, AK 99645








Permit NO G-96









UNITED STATES


DEPARTMENT


OF


AGRICULTURE


Farm Service


Agency





Northern County


Office


PO Box 585


Delta Junction, AK


99737





907.895.4242


866.872.3320


Fax: 907.895.5003





email:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lloyd.wilhelm@ak.usda.gov" ��lloyd.wilhelm@ak.usda.gov�








Southern County


Office


800 W Evergreen


Suite 216


Palmer, AK  99645





907.761.7754


866.872.3320


Fax: 907.761.7788





email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:doug.carter@ak. usda.gov" ��doug.carter@ak. usda.gov�





State Committee


Bill Ward, Chair


Jeannette James





State Executive


Director


Chad B. Padgett





�





CROP DISASTER PROGRAM (CDP)


Sign-up dates for the new Livestock Compensation Program, Livestock Indemnity Program and Crop Disaster Program have been announced. Eligible ranchers and other livestock producers can apply to receive benefits under the Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) starting September 10, 2007. Eligible farmers can sign-up for the Crop Disaster Program (CDP) beginning October 15, 2007 if they suffered quantity losses to their crops. USDA will announce and conduct CDP sign-up for quality losses as soon as possible.





LCP compensates livestock producers for feed losses and LIP compensates for livestock losses occurring between Jan. 1, 2005 and Feb. 28, 2007 due to a natural disaster. Producers in primary counties declared secretarial disaster areas or certain counties declared presidential disaster areas between Jan. 1, 2005 and Feb. 28, 2007 are eligible as are producers located in counties contiguous to those counties. Producers in a primary (or contiguous) county that received an Administrator's Physical Loss Notice directly associated with a disaster declaration will also be eligible. 











CDP provides benefits to farmers who suffered quantity and quality losses to 2005, 2006, or 2007 crops from natural disasters if the crop was planted before Feb. 28, 2007, or, in the case of prevented plantings, for crops that would have been planted before Feb. 28, 2007. Producers who incurred qualifying losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 may only receive benefits in one of the three years. Only producers who obtained crop insurance coverage or coverage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of loss will be eligible for CDP benefits. Producers must have suffered quantity losses in excess of 35 percent to be eligible for CDP. Contact the FSA county office for more details.





County Committee Elections


Nominations for the county committee election were due in the county office by August 1, 2007. The next step in the election process is the mailing out of the ballots which will begin on November 2, 2007.  Voters have until December 3, 2007, to return their properly completed ballots to the county office. Elected committee members and alternates take office on Jan. 1, 2008.


Voter Requirements 


Anyone who meets the following requirements in either item 1 or 2 as well as item number 3 is eligible to vote for county committee members.








1. Voter is of legal voting age and participates or cooperates in any FSA program, or


�2. The voter is not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire farm.


3. The voter must also be eligible to participate in any FSA program provided by law, regardless of the status of funding.


Discrimination Prohibited - No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.


	If you have any questions about your voter eligibility, please contact your county office staff.




















