Farm Service Agency (FSA)
Power of Attorney Rules

Proper Form: Form FSA-211, Power of Attorney
Witnessed Signature: The grantor’s signature on the

FSA-211 must be acknowledged by a Notary Public or
witnessed by a FSA employee.

Note: If the grantor is a corporation, the corporate seal
may be used in lieu of a witness.

Authorizations: Grantors may authorize the attorney-in-
fact to act on their behalf for all or specific:

FSA or CCC programs
permissible transactions
crop insurance transactions
farms.

Prohibited Transactions: A FSA-211 does not allow the
attorney-in-fact to act on behalf of the grantor to:

o file another FSA-211 for the grantor
¢ participate in the COC election
e request electronic access.

Other Transactions: The following transactions are only
allowed if specifically granted on the FSA-211:

¢ routing payments to financial institution accounts
e redeeming cotton pledged as collateral
o certifying adjusted gross income.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Frequently Asked Questions

1.

Can any member of a general partnership sign FSA
documents if the partnership agreement does not
specify or restrict signature authority?

Yes. Montana State law allows any partner to sign
and bind the partnership under these
circumstances.

. Can any officer of a corporation sign FSA documents

if the articles or bylaws do not specify or designate
signature authority?

No, a board of directors’ resolution designating the
signatory must be provided to FSA.

Note: A FSA-211 can be provided to designate a
member to act on behalf of the
corporation.

. For a corporation, can an agent (non-owner) be

designated as a signatory?

Yes. If the person authorized to sign for the entity
is permitted redelegation authority, then a FSA-
211 may be submitted. If the entity documents do
not allow for redelegation, the agent may be
granted signature authority through a FSA-211
signed by all officers or by resolution.

Does the trust agreement have to specifically provide
signature authority to a trustee?

No. A trustee has signature authority. If co-
trustees are designated, all trustees must sign for
the trust

Under spousal signature authority, can the spouse of
a trustee act on behalf of the trustee?

No. The spouse may only act on behalf of the
individual’s interests.

Who can sign for a joint venture?

Each member of a joint venture must sign FSA
documents. For a husband and wife joint venture,
an individual may sign for their own interest and
sign again for their spouse’s individual interest.
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IS YOUR SIGNATURE
CORRECT??

Contact your local FSA Office for additional information
regarding signature requirements for your farming
operation.
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FSA Signature Requirements
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