
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 

Washington, DC 20250 

 

For:  State and County Offices 

 

Maintaining Base Acres 

Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
 

1  Overview 

 

A Background 

 

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (The 2014 Farm Bill) was enacted on February 7, 2014.  The 

2014 Farm Bill provides that base acres for covered commodities and generic (upland cotton) 

base acres for a farm shall be used to:  

 

 compute price loss coverage (PLC) payments 

 compute agriculture risk coverage – county (ARC-CO) payments 

 compute agriculture risk coverage – individual (ARC-IC) payments. 

 

The 2014 Farm Bill: 

 

 requires the retention of covered commodity and upland cotton base (generic base) and 

counter-cyclical (CC) payment yields that were on the farm as of September 30, 2013 

 

 prohibits the same land from being enrolled in ARCPLC, CRP, and WRP 

 

 specified that the total acres under ARCPLC, CRP, CRP easement, CRP practice lifespan 

requirements, and cropland enrolled in any federal conservation program for which 

payments are made in exchange for not producing an agricultural commodity, shall not 

exceed the total DCP cropland acres on the farm 

 

 authorizes reinstatement of base acres for covered commodity and generic base acres on 

the farm, for enrollment into ARCPLC when the base had previously been reduced 

because of enrollment in CRP and the contract has expired or has been voluntarily 

terminated. 

 

Note: Farms with CRP contracts that required a reduction in base acres when CRP-1 was 

approved may restore the covered commodity and any generic base acres on a farm if 

the CRP-1 expired, was voluntarily terminated, or early released after 

September 30, 2013. 

 

Disposal Date 

 

December 1, 2014 

Distribution 

 

State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
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Notice ARCPLC-6 



Notice ARCPLC-6 

 

1  Overview (Continued) 

 

B Purpose 

 

This notice provides guidance to State and County Offices on actions to take to maintain base 

acres after September 30, 2013. 

 

2  Action 

 

A County Office Action 

 

County Offices shall: 

 

 continue to maintain base acres of covered commodities, including generic (upland 

cotton) base acres and yields on farms and tracts 

 

 restore base acres of covered commodities, including generic (upland cotton) base acres 

and yields that were reduced because of participation in CRP when CRP: 

 

 expired 

 was voluntarily terminated 

 was early released 

 

 ensure that a participant who elects to voluntarily terminate a CRP contract does not 

receive payments on both CRP and ARCPLC acres on the same land for the same FY 

 

 reduce base acres when the total of the following exceeds DCP cropland acreage 

excluding double-cropping history on the farm: 

 

 all base acres of covered commodities, including generic (upland cotton) base acres 

 

 any cropland enrolled in CRP, EWP, GRP, WBP, or WRP 

 

 any cropland acreage enrolled in any Federal conservation program (except for WBP, 

WRP and EWP Flood Plain Easements) for which payments are made in exchange 

for not producing an agricultural commodity, unless the agreement or easement 

allows for haying and/or grazing on the land under normal conditions 

 

Note: Enrollment in State conservation programs has no impact on PLC, ARC-CO, or 

ARC-IC programs. 

 

 ensure that CCC-505’s obtained before receipt of this notice are acceptable 

 

 reduce base acres using CCC-505, according to Exhibit 1. 
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       Notice ARCPLC-6 Exhibit 1 

 

CCC-505 Example and Instructions 

 

A Example of CCC-505 

 

The following is an example of CCC-505 (dated 06-26-14). 

 

 
 

 

7-18-14      Page 1 



       Notice ARCPLC-6 Exhibit 1 

 

CCC-505 Example and Instructions (Continued) 

 

B Instructions for Completing CCC-505 

 

Owners may request a voluntary permanent reduction of base acres (including generic base 

acres) by completing CCC-505 according to this table. 

 

Item Instruction 

1 Enter the State and county code where the farm is administratively located. 

2 Enter farm number where base acres shall be reduced. 

3 IF CCC-505 is… THEN enter program year… 

being prepared as 

a prerequisite for 

participation in 

CRP or GRP 

 for CRP, equal to the effective date of CRP-1 

 

Note: The program year on CCC-505 shall equal date FY 

CRP-1 becomes effective. 

 

Example: Producer completed and signed CCC-505 during 

CRP signup 26.  If the CRP offer is accepted: 

 

 CRP-1 will be effective October 1, 2008 

 base acre reduction is effective October 1, 2008 

 CCC-505 program year is 2009. 

 

 for land enrolled in GRP under: 

 

 rental agreement, equal to date CCC-920 is approved by 

COC 

 

 easement, equal to date GRP easement is filed. 

completed for 

reasons other than 

CRP or GRP 

participation 

equal to the FY CCC-505 is approved by COC. 

4 Enter the reason base acres are being reduced.  If “other”, specify reason. 

5 Enter the tract numbers where base acres shall be reduced. 

6 For the tract numbers in item 5, enter commodity for which base acres shall be reduced. 

7 Enter the tract level payment yield for the commodity entered in item 6. 

 

Important: The tract level yield may be different than the farm level yield for the 

commodity. 

8 For the tract numbers in item 5, enter the total base acres for the commodity in item 6 

before reduction. 

9 Enter the total base acres for the commodity in item 6 to be reduced on tract numbers in 

item 5. 

10 For the tract numbers in item 5, enter the total base acres for the commodity in item 6 

after the reduction. 
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       Notice ARCPLC-6 Exhibit 1 

 

CCC-505 Example and Instructions (Continued) 

 

B Instructions for Completing CCC-505 (Continued) 

 

Item Instruction 

11 Enter the total number of base acres to be reduced for the farm number entered in 

item 2 (total of column 9). 

12 Enter the total number of base acres on the farm number in item 2 before 

reduction. 

13 Enter the total number of base acres on the farm number in item 2 after reduction 

(item 12 minus item 11). 

14A Requestor, if other than owner, shall sign. 

14B If: 

 

 the producer/applicant signing is not signing in the representative capacity, 

leave blank 

 

 anyone other than the producer/applicant is signing in a representative 

capacity, enter the title or relationship to the producer/applicant. 

14C Enter date signed. 

15A and 

16A 

Owner or representative shall sign.  Only the affected owner shall sign CCC-505. 

15B and 16B If: 
 

 the owner signing is not signing in the representative capacity, leave blank 
 

 anyone other than the owner is signing in a representative capacity, enter the 

title or relationship to the owner. 

15C and 16C Enter date signed. 

17 Enter remarks. 
 

If base acres are being reduced because of enrollment into: 
 

 CRP, enter CRP-1 number and CRP-1 effective date 

 GRP, enter: 
 

 CCC-920 number and beginning date of contract period for land enrolled 

under rental agreement 
 

 System 36 application number and date easement is filed for land 

enrolled under an easement. 
 

Important: File copy of CCC-505 in the CTAP/ARC/PLC Program folder and 

CRP or GRP folder, as applicable. 

18 COC shall indicate if CCC-505 is approved or disapproved. 

19 Enter County Office name, address, and telephone number. 

20 COC, or representative, will sign and date. 
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       Notice ARCPLC-6 Exhibit 1 

 

CCC-505 Example and Instructions (Continued) 

 

C Processing CCC-505 

 

Process CCC-505’s according to this table. 

 

Step Action 

1 Ensure that all base acres (including generic base acres) and reductions are listed. 

2 Ensure that all affected owner signatures are present and properly executed. 

3 If all applicable affected owners do not sign CCC-505, within 30 calendar days, COC 

will: 

 

 act on the request if a reduction is required to comply with CTAP/ARC/PLC 

 

 disapprove, sign, and date, if a reduction is not required to comply with CTAP, 

ARC, or PLC. 

 

If all applicable signatures are obtained, COC or designee may approve CCC-505; 

however, approval is not necessary. 

4 Reduce the base acres (including generic base acres) that exceed cropland in farm 

maintenance according to 10-CM. 

 

Note: Ensure that CCC-505 is properly executed before making these reductions or 

processing the CTAP/ARC/PLC. 

5 Date stamp and retain CCC-505. 

6 Corrections:  CCC-505 corrections are permitted, if acreage data on the farm is found to 

have changed during MIDAS or farm record updates.  In cases where additional base 

acreage is required to be reduced due to rounding or other corrections, the additional 

base reduction due to CRP acreage can be added to the existing CCC-505 for the farm or 

tract. 

 

Notes: CCC-505 (dated 02-21-12) was required effective February 24, 2012.  Before this date, 

CCC-505 (dated 02-05-09) was acceptable. 

 

CCC-505 (dated 01-22-13) was required effective February 5, 2013.  Before this date, 

CCC-505 (dated 02-21-12) was acceptable. 

 

CCC-505 (dated 01-22-13) and subsequent CCC-505’s are acceptable. 
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