
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For:  State and County Offices 
 

Working With Partners to Advance CRP 
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
1  Overview  
 

A Background 
 
Organizations outside the Federal Government can often achieve conservation goals by 
encouraging CRP enrollment or enhancing CRP practices on enrolled land. 
 

B Purpose 
 
This notice: 
 
 encourages FSA to cultivate partnerships because partnering with third-party 

organizations interested in encouraging CRP enrollment or enhancing CRP practices 
helps budget and staff constraints 

 
 provides information about third party data-sharing MOU’s 
 
 provides CRP partnership frequently asked questions (FAQ’s) (Exhibit 1) 
 
 provides a template for a data-sharing MOU (Exhibit 2). 
 

C Contact information 
 
If there are questions about: 
 
 this notice, then County Offices shall contact the State Office and State Offices shall 

contact either of the following: 
 
 Jim Michaels, CEPD, by either e-mail to jim.michaels@wdc.usda.gov or telephone 

at 202 690-0794 
 
 Rich Iovanna, EPAS, by either e-mail to rich.iovanna@wdc.usda.gov or telephone 

at 202-547-0196 
 

Disposal Date 
 
June 1, 2015 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices, 
NRCS State Offices, and State CREP Partners 
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Notice CRP-781 
 
1  Overview (Continued) 
 

C Contact information (Continued) 
 
 data-sharing, then County Offices shall contact the State Office and State Offices shall 

contact John Underwood, MSD, by either e-mail to john.underwood@kcc.usda.gov or 
telephone at 816-926-6992. 

 
2  Third Party Partnering 
 

A Third-Party Organizations 
 
Examples of interested third-party organizations can include State agencies, agri-businesses, 
investors, and nongovernmental organizations (NGO’s).  Many State agencies have long 
been involved in providing outreach, technical, and financial assistance for CRP, including 
CREP and SAFE projects.  Involvement by other organizations has been less common.   
Recent examples of NGO’s leveraging CRP include efforts by the following: 
 
 the Nature Conservancy in Louisiana to enhance bottomland hardwood habitat and 

sequester carbon using permanent easements and a more intensive plant schedule 
 
 Ducks Unlimited to roll expired CRP acreage into North Dakota into sustainable grazing 

land using permanent easements. 
 

B Third-Party Organization Enhancements 
 
CRP policy encourages for partnering.  Examples of what the third-party organization as 
partners can be doing to encourage and enhance CRP include, but are not limited to the 
following: 
 
 outreach; partners can make landowners aware of CRP, how to enroll in CRP, and what 

benefits are obtained from participation through on-farm demonstrations and other public 
events, press releases, and printed material, such as posters and fact sheets, displayed or 
distributed at FSA Offices 

 
 technical assistance; partners can supplement USDA resources by placing qualified staff 

in FSA Offices during signup periods to answer technical questions about enrolling land 
in CRP, connecting landowners with experts who can provide CRP-mid-contract 
management recommendations, providing landowners with technical assistance in 
developing conservation plans, and monitoring enrolled land to ensure that practices are 
performing as intended 

 
 financial assistance; partners can offer monetary incentives to encourage landowners to 

enhance practices on CRP land, either by increasing the intensity of ecological restoration 
or by extending conservation benefits into perpetuity through easements. 
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2  Third Party Partnering (Continued) 
 

B Third-Party Organizations (Continued) 
 
While nothing prevents a third-party organization from providing outreach or technical or 
financial assistance to landowners without directly involving FSA, partnering with FSA will 
be mutually advantageous.  The partnership involves discussion and refinement of the CRP-
related activities to ensure compatibility with CRP requirements and maximize their impact.  
When FSA is assured that the activities will encourage enrollment or enhance practices on 
enrolled land, FSA can develop an appropriate data-sharing MOU, to provide producer and 
CRP data to facilitate activities and, when financial assistance is involved, to get the word 
out to landowners about the additional incentive. 
 
Notes: Any written agreement between a partner and landowner is completely distinct from, 

yet must be compatible with, the CRP contract. 
 
While partnerships with State agencies are integral to CREP and SAFE projects, this 
notice pertains to partnership opportunities that are less involved. 
 

3  Action 
 

A National Office Action 
 
The National Office shall: 
 
 work with potential and current partners on nationwide and regional efforts 
 support the efforts of State and County Offices to cultivate and support partnerships. 
 

B State Office Action 
 
State offices shall: 
 
 work with potential and current partners on Statewide and regional efforts 
 
 reach out to third parties that may be interested in leveraging CRP to achieve their 

conservation goals in the State 
 
 respond to third parties who are seeking information or proposing a partnership 

 
Note: See Exhibit 1 for FAQ’s and answers about CRP partnerships that can be 

distributed. 
 

 discuss partnership opportunities that arise with National Office 
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3  Action (Continued) 
 

B State Office Action (Continued) 
 
 if partner intentions are likely to encourage CRP enrollment or enhance CRP practices, 

provide producer and CRP data needed by the partner, after a data-sharing MOU is 
signed 
 
Note: See Exhibit 2 for a template MOU. 
 

 if the partner intends to provide financial assistance likely to encourage CRP enrollment 
or enhance CRP practices, then the State Office shall do the following: 
 
 get the word out to landowners about the opportunity 
 facilitate conservation plan modifications, as needed. 
 

C County Office Action 
 
County offices shall: 
 
 work with potential and current partners on local efforts 
 
 reach out to third parties that may be interested in leveraging CRP to achieve their 

conservation goals in the county 
 
 respond to third parties who are seeking information or proposing a partnership 

 
Note: See Exhibit 1 for FAQ’s and answers about CRP partnerships that can be 

distributed. 
 

 discuss partnership opportunities that arise with State Office 
 
 if the partner intends to provide financial assistance and the State Office determines that 

doing so will encourage CRP enrollment or enhance CRP practices on enrolled land, then 
the County Office shall do the following: 
 
 get the word out to landowners about the opportunity 
 facilitate conservation plan modifications, as needed. 
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       Notice CRP-781 Exhibit 1 
 
CRP Partnership FAQ’s 
 
Q1: Why partner with FSA to encourage CRP enrollment or enhance CRP practices? 
 
A1: Leveraging CRP can make the partner’s conservation efforts more cost effective.  When an 

organization’s conservation goals are in sync with CRP’s purpose to reduce soil erosion, improve 
water quality, create wildlife habitat, and mitigate greenhouse gas emissions, building on the 
CRP can get more done than trying to reach conservation goals alone. 

 
Q2: What can partners do to encourage CRP enrollment or enhance CRP practices? 
 
A2: Partners can provide outreach, technical assistance, and financial assistance.  Examples include 

the following. 
 
 Outreach.  Partners can make landowners aware of CRP, how to enroll in CRP, and what 

benefits are obtained from participation through on-farm demonstrations and other public 
events, press releases, and printed material, such as posters and fact sheets, displayed or 
distributed at FSA Offices. 

 
 Technical assistance.  Partners can supplement USDA resources by placing qualified staff in 

FSA Offices during signup periods to answer technical questions about enrolling land in 
CRP, connecting landowners with experts who can provide CRP-mid-contract management 
recommendations, providing landowners with technical assistance in developing 
conservation plans, and monitoring enrolled land to ensure that practices are performing as 
intended. 

 
 Financial assistance.  Partners can offer monetary incentives to encourage landowners to 

enhance practices, either by increasing the intensity of ecological restoration or by extending 
conservation benefits into perpetuity through easements. 

 
Q3: What does an organization get out of partnering with FSA? 
 
A3: When FSA is assured that the activities will encourage enrollment or enhance practices, FSA can 

provide producer and CRP data to facilitate activities and, when financial assistance is involved, 
to get the word out to landowners about this additional incentive.  The partnership involves 
discussion and refinement of the CRP-related activities to ensure compatibility with CRP 
requirements and to maximize their impact. 

 
Q4: How do partner efforts relate to CRP contractual obligations? 
 
A4: Partner efforts must be compatible with the goals of CRP and not adversely impact landowners’ 

ability to meet CRP contractual obligations.  When a partner intends to enhance a CRP practice 
(through financial assistance), conservation plans associated with contracts must first be 
modified by NRCS or a certified technical service provider (TSP).  Any agreement between a 
partner and landowner to enhance a practice is completely distinct from, yet subordinate to, the 
CRP contract. 
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       Notice CRP-781 Exhibit 1 
 
CRP Partnership FAQ’s (Continued) 
 
Q5 Can a conservation partner provide assistance to enhance practices associated with active CRP 

contracts, as well as prospective contracts? 
 
A5: Yes, they can assist both existing and new CRP participants.  An agreement could pertain to an 

existing contract, providing that the conservation plan is modified, as necessary.  An agreement 
could also pertain to land not yet enrolled in CRP and be made conditional on enrollment. 

 
Q6: What is the appropriate scale for partnerships to support or enhance CRP? 
 
A6: Assistance can be directed to as few as 1 landowner or as many as necessary to address local, 

State, regional, or national concerns. 
 
Q7: What role do the FSA National, State, and County Offices play in CRP partnerships? 
 
A7: A State or County Office will typically be the first point-of-contact for potential partners, 

although the National Office can be involved at the onset, depending on the organization and the 
scope of their intended effort. 
 
If the activity is deemed by the National or State Office to be compatible with CRP goals, the 
National or State Office, as applicable, can provide producer and CRP data to facilitate activities.   
If financial assistance is intended, the State or County Office can get the word out to landowners 
about the opportunity and facilitate conservation plan modifications, as needed. 
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       Notice CRP-781 Exhibit 2 
 
Template for a Data-Sharing MOU 

 
When FSA is assured that the activities will encourage enrollment or enhance practices on enrolled 
land, FSA can develop an appropriate data-sharing MOU, using the following template that is 
available from the contacts in subparagraph 1 C, if a sharing agreement is not currently on file. 
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       Notice CRP-781 Exhibit 2 
 
Template for a Data-Sharing MOU (Continued) 
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Template for a Data-Sharing MOU (Continued) 
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Template for a Data-Sharing MOU (Continued) 
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Template for a Data-Sharing MOU (Continued) 
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       Notice CRP-781 Exhibit 2 
 
Template for a Data-Sharing MOU (Continued) 
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