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1  Displaying Pictures During Reelection 
 

A Background 
 

The Hatch Act of 1939 is a United States federal law whose main provision is to prohibit 
federal employees (civil servants) from engaging in partisan political activity that supports 
the success or failure of any political entity.  An employee covered by the Hatch Act may not 
engage in political activity: 

 
 while on duty 
 in a government room or building 
 while wearing an official uniform 
 using a government vehicle.  

 
B Purpose 

 
This notice provides guidance from the U. S. Office of Special Counsel about pictures of 
President Obama in the Federal workplace now that he is officially a candidate for 
reelection (Exhibit 1).  It advises all employees, covered by the Hatch Act, that since 
President Obama has announced his candidacy for reelection, employees may only display 
his picture in the work space when it specifically meets the stated criteria. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disposal Date 
 
May 1, 2012 

Distribution 
 
All FAS, FSA, and RMA employees; State Offices 
relay to County Offices 
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     Notice PM-2801 
 

1  Displaying Pictures During Reelection (Continued) 
 
C Contacts 
 

The following table provides contacts for additional information. 
 

IF assistance is needed with... THEN contact USDA Office of Ethics employee... 
FSA employees Tonya Willis by either of the following: 

 
 e-mail at Tonya.Willis@dm.usda.gov 
 telephone at 202-720-0055. 

RMA employees Ryan Wolfe by either of the following: 
 
 e-mail at Ryan.Wolfe@dm.usda.gov 
 telephone at 202-720-2251 or 800-877-8339 (TTY). 

FAS employees Arlene McCarthy by either of the following: 
 
 e-mail at Arlene.McCarthy@dm.usda.gov 
 telephone at 202-720-2251 or 800-877-8339 (TTY).

FFAS political appointees Michael M. Edwards by either of the following: 
 
 e-mail at MikeM.Edwards@dm.usda.gov 
 telephone at 202-720-2251 or 800-877-8339 (TTY).
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 Notice PM-2801 Exhibit 1 
 
U.S. Office of Special Counsel Guidance 
 
Following is guidance from the U.S. Office of Special Counsel about pictures of President Obama in the 
Federal workplace now that he is officially a candidate for reelection. 
 

 
 
4-15-11 Page 1 


