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For Immediate Release

FSA encourages ranchers and farmers to consider NAP coverage

ST. PAUL, Minn., March 11, 2004-- The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) application closing date is March 15, 2004. The program allows producers to purchase disaster protection coverage pasture acreage and spring- seeded annual crops that may suffer losses in 2004 due to natural disaster conditions. NAP coverage provides protection against crop losses exceeding 50 percent of a participant’s actual production history. Interested ranchers and farmers must submit an Application for NAP Coverage, form CCC-471, and remit the nonrefundable $100 service fee by the application closing date in order to

receive NAP coverage for crop year 2004.

Ranchers and farmers should give NAP pasture coverage serious consideration as a cost-effective risk management tool, especially if there is a possibility that the drought of last year will spread beyond the state's southwest counties that were designated as drought counties in 2003. For only $100, a producer can have NAP protection on unlimited pasture acreage within a county to cover devastating losses from catastrophic weather events, such as drought or flooding."

Interested producers should contact their county FSA office by close of business on March 15.
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