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COMMENT SOUGHT ON HOW TO MAINTAIN AND EXPAND CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM
ST. PAUL, Minn., Aug. 17, 2004—The Federal Register, mentioned by President Bush during Aug. 4 remarks in a LeSeuer, MN speech about the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), is now open for public comment.  Nationally, in three years, 16 million acres under CRP contract will expire.  Another 6 million acres will follow in 2008, 4 million in 2009 and 2 million in 2010.  The contract acres expiring in Minnesota for the same years are: 18,289 (2005 – 2007), 405,290 in 2008, 270,646 in 2009, and 83,267 acres in 2010. 

Among other issues, USDA is seeking public comment on the following:

*  How to manage the large acreage set to expire from CRP;

*  How to manage future CRP sign-ups and acreage; 
*  How to evaluate the program’s environmental effectiveness;

*  How to better utilize information technology such as Geographic Information Systems that evaluate 
    acreage for enrollment; and

*  How to improve CRP, including the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, through partnerships 
    that better address local environmental issues.
Comments can be sent to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crpcomments/.  Public comment on the following:

The Conservation Reserve Program has provided significant environmental benefits across the nation, primarily by providing wildlife habitat, improving stream quality, and reducing soil erosion.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture is committed to full enrollment of CRP up to the authorized level of 39.2 million acres.  Between September 30, 2007, and 2010, CRP contracts for more than 28.7 million acres are scheduled to expire. The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (2002 Act) authorizes CRP enrollment of up to 39.2 million acres under rental agreements of 10 to 15 years. 
Public comment is sought on management of expiring acreage as it relates to program goals and objectives; Improve the design and delivery of CRP to most cost effectively provide natural resource conservation benefits; Identify areas of concern where further research or analysis is required to determine program impacts and performance measures; and Assist in the development of administrative infrastructure to support potential enrollment of a large volume of contracts. 
Comments must be received in writing by December 8, 2004.  ADDRESSES: The Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) invites interested persons to submit comments via the Internet at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/.  Comments may also be submitted by any of the following methods:  E-Mail: Send comments to: CRPRULE.CRPRULE@wdc.usda.gov.  Mail: Send comments to: Director, Conservation and Environmental Programs Division (CEPD), Farm Service Agency (FSA), Room 

4714-S, Stop 0513, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-0513.  Hand delivery or Courier: Deliver comments to the above address.
-more-

-2-

All comments, including names and addresses, provided by respondents become a matter of public record. Comments may be inspected in the office of the Director, CEPD, FSA, at the above address. Make inspection arrangements by calling 202-720-6221.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Beverly Preston, Program Manager, 

USDA/CCC/CEPD/STOP 0513, 1400 Independence Avenue SW., Washington, DC 

20250-0513; telephone 202-720-9563; email: Beverly.Preston@usda.gov. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Target Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

#
CRP acres expiring by year in Minnesota and North Dakota

	Minnesota 
	Year 
	Acres
	North Dakota
	Year
	Acres

	
	2004
	       370
	
	2004
	            51

	
	2005
	  15,605
	
	2005
	     19,178

	
	2006
	  2,314
	
	2006
	     11,312

	
	2007
	399,397
	
	2007
	1,700,000

	
	2008
	405,290
	
	2008
	   484,344

	
	2009
	270,646
	
	2009
	   530,000

	
	2010
	  83,267
	
	2010
	     156,00

	
	2011
	  15,682
	
	2011
	     13,000

	
	2012
	  89,613
	
	2012
	   220,000

	
	2013
	  69,294
	
	2013
	     93,000

	
	2014
	126,588
	
	2014
	     80,000

	
	2015
	  77,155
	
	2015
	     16,000

	
	2016
	  76,628
	
	2016
	        6,400

	
	2017
	  55,263
	
	2017
	        5,600

	
	2018
	  74,638
	
	2018
	        4,000

	
	2019
	   2,332
	
	2019
	           177

	Total
	
	1,764,082
	
	Total
	3,339,062
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