
Program Purpose
     The Drought Emergency Conser-
vation Program (ECPD) provides
cost-share assistance during periods
of drought to supply emergency
water in pastures where the previ-
ously adequate water source has
failed.

Eligibility
     A failed water source must be
located in the pasture where the
new ECPD practice is being installed.
To be eligible for ECPD, a practice
must primarily serve grazing land
and grazable vegetation must be
available.

Practices
Emergency practices include:

♦ Practice EC-6: Pipelines,
tanks, troughs, constructing or
deepening wells, and spring
developments.

♦ Submersible pump.  (Pressure
tank, valves, gages, etc., not
eligible for cost-share.)

♦ Practice EC-7:  Water hauling
for CONTRACTED LABOR
(hauling water, holding tanks,
troughs, truck rental for deliv-
ering water, the labor for deliv-
ering water, and pipelines.)  A
producer CANNOT receive
cost-share for his/her own
equipment.  Cost-share assis-
tance is allowed for leased or
contracted equipment and
applicants labor.

What The Producer Needs To Do
To Apply For ECPD

♦ Mark on your map:
-border fences
-cross fences
-existing water sources
-failed water sources (for
dams, add years failed and
water source used since that
date.)
-new project

♦ Estimate the cost of the new
project.

♦ If you install tanks, troughs,
pipelines or springs, contact
the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
with project specifications or if
you need further assistance on

the project,
they will be
happy to
assist you
with your
needs.
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Then What Happens..........

     After the inspection, and NRCS/
FSA concurrence, the FSA County
Committee may issue an approval.
     The practice must be completed
60 days following approval.  Work
may begin as soon as the application
process is completed.

Completion of the Project

Following completion of the project:

♦ Notify your local FSA county
office and submit any bills or
receipts from the project.  Sign
form AD-245.

♦ If you do the work yourself,
submit a signed log of the
hours and type of work that
was completed.

♦ You will be required to show
that all invoices and/or bills
have been paid.  This may be
done with a copy of cancelled
checks, a copy of a credit card
receipt, or a written statement
from the contractor or supplier
that the bills have been paid.

♦ A project inspection will be
conducted by NRCS or FSA and
a cost-share payment may be
issued.
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Additional Information

♦ Cost-share rate is 75 percent
of actual costs for temporary
practices and 50 percent of
actual costs for permanent
practices, not to exceed the
established maximums.

♦ All practices must be done ac-
cording to NRCS specifica-
tions. However, some compo-
nents of certain practices are
not eligible for FSA cost-share.

♦ Permanent practices must be
maintained for 10 years and
are subject to spot check
during that time. If the prac-
tice is not working, or is being
used for ineligible purposes,
cost-share may be required to
be refunded.

♦ The FSA County Committee
may limit cost-share based on
acres served.  Projects are not
eligible on grazing land that
has more than 50 percent
cropland in a pasture.

♦ If you have an approved prac-
tice and later decide to change
that practice, the extents, or
the location, you must contact
the FSA office prior to chang-
ing to see if the practice ap-
proval will still apply.

♦ Projects on federal land are
only eligible if the project
serves private land.
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For More Information on ECPD:
Contact your local FSA office or
logon to the Montana FSA website
at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases
apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille,
large print, audiotape, etc.) Should contact USDA’s TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room
326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

♦ If the project has been started
or completed, please contact
your local FSA office to see if
the project will still meet cost-
share eligibility.
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