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2004 PREVENTED PLANTING ACREAGE ESTIMATES

FARGO, ND, July 14, 2004 -- USDA’s County Emergency Boards in North Dakota are estimating that 1.7 million acres of land traditionally planted to crops was unable to be planted due to the May snowstorm in northern North Dakota and wet late May and early June weather.  “This is the highest acreage of prevented planting acreage reported in the State since 2001 when over 2.1 million acres were not planted,” said State Executive Director Gary Nelson.  

North Dakota’s northern tier of counties was affected the most by the prevent plant acreage.  Counties estimating over 100,000 acres of prevent plant acreage include: Divide and Burke, with Renville, Bottineau and Cavalier Counties estimating over 200,000 acres of prevent plant acreage.  The Devils Lake Basin Counties of Benson, Ramsey, Towner and Nelson Counties are estimating approximately 250,000 acres of prevent plant acreage.    

Producers are required to report planted and prevented planted acreage to their county Farm Service Agency office by the acreage reporting deadline of July 15.  Producers with crop insurance are also encouraged to file loss claims with their crop insurance company to determine if they are entitled to indemnity payments on the crop acreage intended to be planted.

North Dakota Governor Hoeven has also asked the North Dakota Emergency Boards to assess crop damage for the purpose of submitting a request for disaster declaration by the Secretary of Agriculture.  The State Emergency Board will be reviewing the damage assessments next week.         
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