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DIRECT AND COUNTER CYCLICAL PROGRAM (DCP)

The deadline to sign your 2004 DCP contracts is June 1, 2004 whether or not you are request an advance payment or not.  Reminder a DCP contract must be signed each year by eligible producers.  Contracts signed after June 1, 2004, will be considered late filed and a $100 fee will apply per farm.  Producers who produce a crop on base acreage are entitled to share in the DCP payment.  Landowners who do not have an interest in the crop are not eligible to receive a DCP payment.  

Advance payments (50%) can be requested for disbursal in May, June, July, August, or September with the remaining payment (50%) being disbursed in October.  If you do not request an advance, you will receive your entire payment in October.  Advance payments disbursed in May or June will require a signed rental agreement, written lease, or other document signed by the owner proving the producer has control of the parcel and risk in the crop or the owner’s signature on the DCP contract to zero (0) shares.  If you submit documentation signed by a member of an entity, documentation authorizing the individual to sign for the entity will need to be provided, also.  A cash rent tenant certification will allow you to receive an advance in July, August, or September or a final in October.

Remember to update your records if you have changed your operation (converted from an individual or partnership to a limited liability corporation or changed the shares of the members within the entity), sold or purchased land, or acquired new parcels or dropped property for 2004.  If this is the first (1st) year farming a parcel, then an owner’s signature on the contract to zero (0) shares or a signed rental agreement, written lease, or other document providing the producer has control of the property and risk in the crop must be provided.
Please contact the office to schedule an appointment to complete your 2004 DCP contracts and update your farm records before June 1, 2004.

FARM RECORDS

Have you acquired a new parcel for 2004?  Have your owners changed?  Are you no longer farming a parcel?  Verification that proves you will be the operator for 2004 may be needed for newly acquired parcels.  Documentation can include a written lease, rental agreement, or other document signed by the owner.  Proof of ownership will need to be provided when owners have changed.  Documentation can include a copy of the deed; unrecorded deed; land contract; real estate tax statement; or block and lot.  If you are no longer farming a parcel, a reconstitution may need to be completed.  Please notify the county office to update your farm records  If you are unsure if the owners associated with your operation are correct, please contact the office to obtain a current AD-1026A.  Your payments may be delayed if your farm records are not accurate.

ACREAGE REPORTING

Reminder, small grains (wheat, rye, barley, and oats) must be reported by May 31, 2004.  Acreage reports are required for the Direct and Counter Cyclical Program (DCP), loans and Loan Deficiency Program (LDP’s); Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), and Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP).  Acreage reports for small grains that are reported after May 31 will be assessed a late filed fee. Please contact the office to schedule an appointment today. 


PREVENTED PLANTING

 “Prevented planting” means that you were unable to plant a crop on that ground.  If you plant an alternative crop on those acres, those acres are not considered prevented planting.  For any potential future disaster programs, you will need to prove that you intended to plant the acres.  This would mean providing proof of seed purchases.  If you return seed, please be sure to keep your “return receipt” for documentation.  Also be sure to document your preliminary efforts to plant the crop by reporting the acreage. 
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Important Dates To Remember:





May 28—last day to make a request for the soybean referendum


June 1—


deadline to request a loan or LDP for 2003 corn, soybeans, or sorghum and report 2004 small grains (wheat, barley, oats, rye)


June 1—


   deadline to sign your 2004 DCP contract


July 15—final reporting date for all other crops and submit production evidence for 2003 non-insured crops
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REMINDER! THIS OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY MAY 31, 2004 IN OBSERVANCE OF MEMORIAL DAY!








SOYBEAN REQUEST FOR REFERENDUM


USDA announced that it will offer soybean producers the opportunity to request a referendum on the Soybean Promotion and Research order as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act.  The request for referendum will be conducted at the local office.  To be eligible to participate, producers must certify and provide documentation that shows the produced soybeans and paid an assessment on soybeans during the period of January 1, 2002 through December 31, 2003.  Only those producers who desire a referendum on the order will participate.  From May 3, 2004 through May 28, 2004, producers may obtain a form to request a referendum either in person or by sending a request by mail or facsimile.  Forms can also be obtained on the web at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsg/mpb/rp-soy.htm" ��http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsg/mpb/rp-soy.htm�.  Individual producers and other producer entities may request a referendum from the office where their administrative farm records are maintained.  Mail in requests must be postmarked by May 28, 2004, and received in the office by June 7, 2004.  All other requests made by facsimile or in person, must be received by May 28, 2004.





CROP INSURANCE


New Jersey nursery producers should be aware that the final date for a new applicant to apply for insurance on nursery for 2004 is May 31, 2004.  New applications for 2004 may be accepted until May 31, 2004 with coverage beginning thirty (30) days after receipt of your signed application.  The premium for a new policy is prorated according to the month coverage begins.  Applications accepted after May 31, 2004 will begin coverage on October 1, 2004.  The insurance year runs from October 1 through September 30.  Crop insurance provides protection for field-grown and containerized nursery plants against losses due to adverse weather conditions, fire, failure or irrigation water supply, wildlife and delay in marketability of plants resulting in reduced plant value.  Producers are urged to contact a local crop insurance agent to receive a premium quote and additional details.  A list of crop insurance agents is available at the office or at the Risk Management Agency web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/" ��http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/�





FARMERS AGAINST HUNGER


FFA members from South Hunterdon High School spoke at the New Jersey State Agricultural Convention held in February.  They talked about their involvement with the school’s FFA chapter and their commitment to the New Jersey’s Agricultural Society’s Farmers Against Hunger program which is a hunger relief program.  Entering it’s ninth (9th) year, the group travels to farms who donate excess fruits and vegetables throughout the season.  The produce is collected and distributed to organizations dedicated to helping feed people in our own community and throughout the state.  There is no charge for the collection or distribution of food.  Partnerships like this are especially important as we watch the agricultural industry in New Jersey change.  These students will be in the future of agriculture in New Jersey.  These students have shown their dedication to the state by participating in this event and activities.  If you would like more information on Farmers Against Hunger program, please call Judy Grignon at (609) 462-9691.





The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 





To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.





              CONSERVATION RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (CREP)�CREP sign-up began on March 15, 2004 and continues until enrollment goals are attained or December 31, 2007 whichever comes first.  CREP is a voluntary program that pays participants to implement conservation practices on environmentally sensitive land.  Eligible practices include installing and maintaining grass waterways, contour grass strips, filter strips, and riparian buffers.  Program participants receive annual rental payments, cost share assistance, and other financial incentives (i.e. signing incentives) for contracts of ten (10) to fifteen (15) years.





Eligible cropland must have been cropped four (4) of the six (6) years between 1996 and 2001 and be physically and legally capable of being cropped in a normal manner.  Marginal pastureland is also eligible, but only for riparian buffers, and if the land is adjacent or parallel to streams.  Participants remove cropland or marginal pastureland from agricultural production and convert the land to native grasses, trees, or other vegetation.  Please contact the office for more information or to begin your application.  Participants who have already started an application will be hearing from NRCS or FSA.





CUSTOMER STATEMENT


The Farm Service Agency has launched a new Web tool to help producers track their participation in farm programs.  The new Customer Statement allows producers to view participation and application status for conservation programs, program payments, farm loan information and more.  





Access to the Customer Statement is available to all USDA customers.  In order to ensure personal identity, a producer must first register on line for an USDA ID.  The online process creates a user ID and password confirming an email address.  The ID will be an important identifier as USDA begins to link more customer data from agencies across the Department.





To view a Customer Statement, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.usda.gov" ��www.usda.gov� and click on the Customer Service button.





LOANS FOR SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED APPLICANTS


Direct and guaranteed loans can be made to socially disadvantaged applicants to buy and operate family sized farms and ranches.  A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to individual qualities.  For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups include women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders.  Direct loans may be made to applicants for both farm operating and farm ownership.  Guaranteed loans may also be made for ownership or operating purposes, and may be made by any lending institution subject to federal or state supervision (Farm Credit) and guaranteed by FSA.  Applicants must satisfy the requirements for farm program assistance.  Please contact the office for more information.
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