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Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP)





All producers that wish to sign up for the 2004 Direct & Counter Cyclical Payment Program (DCP) are reminded that June 1, 2004 is the deadline to sign the DCP contracts (CCC-509’s). Each year producers must sign a new contract for each farm in order to request a payment.  





Note: You may sign a contract after June 1st but before September 30th, however it will be considered “late-filed” and assessed a late enrollment fee of $100.                              





Please call to schedule an appointment today to sign your contracts if you haven’t already done so.                                   





 Acreage Reporting                      





The deadlines to report acres planted are drawing near and are as follows:





June 1st --- Small grains (wheat, barley, oats, etc.)


July 15th ---Most other crops (corn, soybeans, hay, 	     fruits, vegetables, etc.)





You are required to file an acreage report if you:





Participate in the Direct & Counter Cyclical Program (DCP)


Request an LDP or a commodity loan


Participate in the 10-15 year Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)


Participate in NAP





Once your planting is completed it is a good time to call the office and make an appointment to certify all crops and the acreage of each field. Acreage Reports filed after July 15th will be assessed a fee. 





Record Changes


If you have bought, sold or are renting different land, make sure you report the changes to the FSA office as soon as possible after they occur. For farm ownership changes you will need to provide a recorded deed or recorded land contract. Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you have an interest in can lead to possible program ineligibility and fines if you are participating in our programs. 





Customer Statement 





The Farm Service Agency has launched a new Web tool to help producers track their participation in farm programs. The new Customer Statement allows producers to view participation and application status for conservation programs, program payments, farm loan information, and more. 





Access to the Customer Statement is available to all USDA customers. In order to insure personal identity, a producer must first register on line for a USDA ID. The online process creates a user ID and password confirming an email address. The ID will be an important identifier as USDA begins to link more customer data from agencies across the department.  





To view a Customer Statement, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.usda.gov" ��www.usda.gov� and click on the Customer Statement button. 





Direct Deposit and Bank Account Changes





From this point on all payments issued by the county FSA office will be by direct deposit (electronic funds transfer) to a pre-designated checking or savings account with your financial institution. Forms are available at the FSA office to sign up for direct deposit if you have not done so already. For those already signed up, it is important that we are notified anytime there is a change in you account number or financial institution. If we are not notified, future payments can be delayed or lost for a period of time. 





Removing CCC Loan Collateral





Do not forget, if you have a grain under Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) loan it cannot be removed without prior authorization or repayment. Unauthorized removal, which includes removal for cleaning for seed or planting, is considered a violation and is subject to monetary and administrative penalties. 





Your loans are subject to spot check. Determined shortages must be repaid with principal plus interest and additional monetary penalties plus loss of future loan eligibility may apply. Producers planning to remove or clean a CCC loan grain should contact the county office staff for additional information. 


New Farm Business Plan





Farm Service Agency borrowers who have used the old Farm and Home Plan will soon trade it in for more modern technology that will save them time and energy. Starting in mid-2005, FSA borrowers will use the new Farm Business Plan, and Internet-based system that will replace the Farm and Home Plan and allow FSA to provide faster and more efficient service to producers.





Borrowers will access their information using personal identification codes and passwords. Producers will receive instructions on how to use the Farm Business Plan before it is made available. In the future, the plan will be part of USDA’s Customer Statement, which means farmers, ranchers and others will have the ability to see their USDA farm loan and other personal program information online.





Soybean Request for Referendum 





USDA is offering soybean producers the opportunity to request a referendum on the Soybean Promotion and Research Order as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act. 





The request for referendum will be conducted at Farm Service Agency county offices. To be eligible to participate, producers must certify and provide documentation that shows that they produced soybeans and paid an assessment on the soybeans during the period of Jan. 1, 2002, through Dec. 31, 2003. Only those producers who desire a referendum on the order will participate. 





Beginning May 3, 2004, and continuing through May 28, 2004, producers may obtain a form to request a referendum from the county office staff either in person or by sending a request by mail or fax. Forms may also be obtained from � HYPERLINK "http://ams.usda.gov/lsg/mpb/rp-soy.htm" ��http://ams.usda.gov/lsg/mpb/rp-soy.htm� .





Mail in requests must be postmarked by May 28, 2004, and received in the county office by June 7, 2004. All other requests must be received in the county office by May 28, 2004. 





USDA will conduct a referendum on the order if at least 10 percent of the 663,880 soybean producers request a referendum, provided that no more than one-fifth can be producers from one state.                                                                                                                                                                  





Farm Reconstitutions0





To be effective for the current fiscal year, farm combinations and divisions should be requested on or before June 1st  for farms enrolled in DCP in order to avoid a late file. Reconstitutions may be requested up to August 1st , however a late file will be applied. Requests for a reconstitution after payments have been made will be processed next year. However, if the producer requests that the reconstitution be processed this year, all payments shall be refunded before the reconstitution is processed. 


MILC Rates 


April --- $ 0.0225			


May --- $0.0000 (no payment)





Loans for Socially Disadvantaged  Persons





We can provide direct or guaranteed loans to socially disadvantaged applicants to buy and operate family size farms. Funds specifically for these loans are reserved each year. A socially disadvantaged farmer is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual qualities. For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskans Natives, Hispanics, Asians and Pacific Islanders. Applicants must meet all requirements under FSA’s regular farm loan program. Contact your local Farm Loan Manager for more details.





Dates to Remember





* USDA Announces Crop Insurance Deadline for NJ Nursery*





New Jersey nursery should be aware that the final date for a new applicant to apply for insurance on nursery for 2004 is May 31, 2004 according to the USDA Risk Management Agency. For a list of crop insurance agents in your area, contact the local USDA Farm Service Agency office or logon to the following Risk Management Agency web site � HYPERLINK "http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents" ��http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents�. 








May 31st�
Memorial Day holiday ; FSA offices closed�
�






June 1st�
Deadline to apply for 2003 crop loans for feed grains, sunflower/safflower seed, cotton, rice, soybeans�
�
June 1st�
DCP signature deadline�
�



June 1st�
Final reporting date for small grains�
�



July 5th�
Independence Day (observed);


FSA offices closed�
�



July 15th�



Final reporting date for all other crops�
�






The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).��To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).


























Production Flexibility Contract


Payment Rates Table�
�
Commodity�
Payment Rate�
�
Wheat�
$0.461 per bushel�
�
Corn�
$0.261 per bushel�
�
Sorghum�
$0.314 per bushel�
�
Barley�
$0.202 per bushel�
�
Oats�
$0.022 per bushel�
�
Cotton�
$0.0572 per lb�
�
Rice�
$2.05 per cwt�
�
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