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Hard White Wheat Incentive Program











Overview





The Hard White Wheat Incentive Program is authorized by Section 1616 of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (2002 Farm Bill), which provides $20 million of Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) funds to be used during the 2003 through 2005 crop years to provide incentive payments to producers of hard white wheat. 





The Hard White Wheat Incentive Program (HWWIP) will provide two payments to producers: An incentive payment of $0.20 for each bushel of eligible hard white wheat production, with a maximum of 60 bushels per acre eligible for payment, and a payment of $2.00 per acre for certified seed. Producers do not have to plant certified seed to receive the production incentive payment. 





The purpose of the program is to create an incentive for producers to plant hard white wheat of winter and spring varieties, which would subsequently increase production for both domestic and export markets. 





Currently, U.S. hard white wheat exports are small, partly due to an inadequate supply of consistent quality. Target markets are predominantly in southeast Asia, where hard white wheat varieties are used to produce Chinese noodles. Incentives to grow hard white wheat should increase supplies of consistent quality so exporters can compete in this export market.





The Hard White Wheat Incentive Program is administered by the Farm Service Agency.





Eligibility





The certified seed incentive payment and the production incentive payment are available to eligible producers for any or all of the years 2003 through 2005. Producers are eligible to receive both the certified seed and production incentive in the same year. 





To be eligible to receive the certified seed incentive payment, a producer must:





Submit a complete application during the application period.


Submit a receipt for the purchase of certified seed.





To be eligible to receive the production incentive payment, a producer must:





Submit a complete application during the application period.


Produce hard white wheat.


Have an interested buyer with the intent to use the wheat for all purposes except for feed use.





To be eligible for payment, the hard white wheat bushels must 


Be produced and harvested in the United States anytime during the 2003 through 2005 crop years, 


Be graded #2 or better quality under the grading standards established by the Federal Grain Inspection Service.





Sign Up and Application





Sign up for the Hard White Wheat Incentive Program will be conducted for each of the 2003 through 2005 crop years during the application period announced by the Farm Service Agency. Applications are available from all Farm Service Agency county offices. Applicants must submit a complete application during the application period.





Producers will submit one application for all farms within a particular county. On the application, the producer must certify to:





The total number and location of acres planted to hard white wheat and the number of eligible bushels sold. Producers must also provide a settlement sheet upon disposal of the production certified on the application.





Each applicant for a certified seed incentive payment must submit an acceptable seed receipt for the certified seed and certify to the number and location of acres planted with certified seed.





Producers requesting benefits must certify to the accuracy and truthfulness of the information provided in their application. All information provided is subject to verification by the Farm Service Agency.





Availability of Funds and Maximum Eligible Acreage and Production





Funding for the program, which covers the 2003 through 2005 crop years, is limited to $20 million. To ensure that funds are available for each of the program years, payments may be factored based on total eligible producers for any year that the eligible payments exceed the total funds available to be spent.





The maximum hard white wheat acreage and production for which payments may be issued for the program years is limited to 2 million acres or 120 million bushels, whichever is greater. Where a production incentive payment and a certified seed payment are made for the same acre in the same year, only one acre shall be counted under the total 2 million-acre limitation. 





The certified seed incentive may be discontinued in any year sufficient funds are determined to be unavailable.  





Applicant's Maximum Payment Quantity





The maximum payment quantity under the production incentive for any year is 60 bushels per acre. 





Calculation of Payments





For the production incentive, payment is calculated by multiplying the number of bushels produced per acre, up to the limit of 60 bushels per acre, by $0.20. The maximum payment would equal $12.00 per acre.


For the certified seed incentive, payment is calculated by multiplying the number of acres certified by $2.00. 





Offsets and Withholdings





The Commodity Credit Corporation may offset or withhold payments approved under this program. 





Assignments





Persons entitled to a payment may assign their rights to such payments. 





Payment Limitations





Payments made under the Hard White Wheat Incentive Program are not subject to payment limitations.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).





To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is a equal employment opportunity employer.

















