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	Final DCP Payments     We are in the process of issuing your final 2004 Direct Payment for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) in October.  2004 Direct payment rates are:

Wheat (bu)

$  0.52

Rice (cwt)

$  2.35

Corn (bu)

$  0.28

Cotton (lb)

$  0.0667

Grain Sorghum (bu)

$  0.35

Soybean (bu)

$  0.44
 If you received an advance payment, your final payment will be based on 50% of these rates.

Counter-cyclical Payments    Prices for 2003 wheat, corn and grain sorghum finished higher than originally expected, and, as a result, producers who received a 2003 counter-cyclical payment for these commodities will be required to repay them. 

Any Direct and Counter-cyclical Program payments issued between October 2004 and March 30, 2005, will automatically be reduced by the amount of the overpayment. 

Note:  2003 Cotton Counter-cyclical payment rate has not been announced.



	Linkage for Disaster Program

Producers who received a disaster payment for the 2002 Crop Disaster Program (CDP) and who did not have a crop insurance policy are reminded of the requirement to purchase Buy-Up Crop Insurance for the 2005 year. If insurance is not available for your crop, you must purchase Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) coverage from FSA.  Failure to purchase insurance or NAP requires you to refund the disaster payment with interest.
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	Special Accommodations
Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment.  If special accommodations are required, please call the FSA office and we will be happy to make any arrangements that are needed.

	FSA
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DCP Sign Up Starts October  1st 
The DCP sign-up period for fiscal year 2005 is from Oct. 1, 2004, to June 1, 2005. The CCC-509 form, "Direct and Counter-cyclical Program Contract," includes base acres, payment acres, payment yields, producer payment shares, advance direct and counter-cyclical payment selections and signatures of the producer and county office representative.

The CCC-509 must be submitted by June 1, 2005. All owners and operators who will share in the DCP payments on the farm must sign the CCC-509. Forms with signatures that are obtained after June 1, 2005, but before Sept. 30, 2005, will be accepted, but the farm will be assessed a late-file fee of $100.

Farm producers must apply for DCP on an annual basis and can opt out of the program for any year if they so choose.

The following documents are required and applicable determinations must be made before the county committee can approve a producer’s share on the CCC-509 for payment: a farm-operating plan (CCC-502 and related forms); an average adjusted gross income certification (CCC-526); a certification of compliance with highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions (AD-1026). 

A certification of the acreage of all cropland on the farm (FSA-578) is needed before final payments can be issued.
Call for an appointment . . .   (281) 232-6898 extension 2
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	CRP Continuous Sign-Up   Farmers who work land along streams, but don’t want to place the whole field into CRP may enroll the most environmentally sensitive land in the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program.  Under continuous sign-up, relatively small amounts of land serving much larger areas, such as filter strips, riparian buffers and grass waterways, may be enrolled at any time.  Certain practices provide incentive payments in addition to the annual rental and maintenance payment.  Cost-sharing is also provided.


	EQIP Changes Hands

For years, the Environmental Quality Incentive Program has been jointly administered by the Farm Service Agency and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. Beginning Oct. 1, NRCS will take over all administrative services for EQIP.

NRCS will be the point of contact for all EQIP services—administrative and otherwise—after Sept. 30. The county office will issue earned payments through September. NRCS will issue payments beginning Oct. 1. 

EQIP participants can help us with the transition by requesting payment for all completed conservation practices as early as possible in September. 







	County Committee Election

Nominations for the county committee election were due in the county office by the close of business September 3rd. The next step in the election process is the mailing out of the ballots, which will begin on November 8th.  Voters have until December 6th to return their ballots to the county office. Elected committee members and alternates take office on January 1, 2005.

Prospective Voter Requirements If you're on the mailing list for this newsletter, the chances are you are an eligible voter. Anyone who meets the requirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible to vote.

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch as either of the following:

· an owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper, or 

· a partner in a general partnership or member of a joint venture that has an interest in a farm as an owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper; or

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire farm.

3. Eligible to participate in any FSA program that is provided for by law, regardless of the status of funding.

Discrimination Prohibited No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.

Contact the county office if you have questions about voter eligibility.
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	Dates to Remember

	October 1
	2005 DCP contract enrollment begins  -  call for an appointment 

	November 8
	County committee ballots mailed to voters

	November 11
	Veteran’s Day Holiday – office closed

	November 25
	Thanksgiving Day Holiday – office closed 

	December 6
	Last day to return county committee election ballots


	Minority Farm Register

Minority producers can join a new voluntary register to ensure that they receive the latest farm program information from the Farm Service Agency.  

By joining the register, minority producers may receive outreach materials, newsletters and program announcements from FSA and other USDA agencies. They may also receive information from USDA-approved outreach partners, such as community-based organizations, faith-based organizations and minority-serving educational institutions. USDA will control access to the register.  

The register application is available at the county office or from approved USDA outreach partners. 
Information is available on the Farm Service Agency’s Web site at www.forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet, and at www.usda.gov/cr.



	TEXAS BOLL WEEVIL

ERADICATION NEWS
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	(ABILENE) - Southern Blacklands producers who recently sold cotton and were given a check with the Texas Department of Agriculture named as a joint payee must obtain an endorsement from TDA before cashing or depositing the check. 

Endorsements may be obtained at the TDA and foundation locations listed below. For other office locations that may be nearer to you, call Abilene Headquarters at (866) 672-2800.

In general, assessments must be paid before an endorsement will be given, but if other parties are named on the check, producers should call one of the offices listed below to find out what procedures to follow.

Although both TDA and the foundation will make every attempt to be as accessible as possible, producers are highly encouraged to call before going to any office.  This will help ensure that someone is available to assist them and that their visit can be handled efficiently. 

Texas Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation Offices:

              Abilene Headquarters
Rosenberg District Office          
               (866) 672-2800



  (832 595-2664
              El Campo Zone Office               Bay City District Office

               (979) 543-7770                      (979) 245-2277




The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact the USDA, Office of Communications, at 202/720-5881 (voice) or 202/720-7808 (TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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