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Bell County FSA

1605 N Main, Rm. 101

Belton, TX 76513

254-939-5804
Hours

Monday – Friday

8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
County Committee

Paul Cosper, Chairman, LAA 1

Jerry Lancaster, V/Chairman, LAA 3

Bobbie Baker, Member, LAA 2

Regular Meeting

First Monday of Month

Staff

Raymond Marr, CED

Kim Ray, PT

Lynn Fleming, PT

Brenda Kennedy, PT

Amanda Lisenbe,PT

Dale Vann, FLM
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact the USDA, TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write UDSA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, 20250-9410, or call 2-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity employer. Special accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision-, hearing-impaired person upon request. If accommodation is required, please call Raymond Marr at 254-939-5804.

Important Dates

July 5th Independence Day 


Holiday

July 15th – Spring Seeded Crop Certification Deadline 

SPOUSAL SIGNATURES

Spouses may sign for each other on certain FSA and CCC documents unless there is written documentation denying such authority.  However, our office may not provide the producer’s Agency records to their spouse without written authority from the producer to the FSA office.

June 2004   

                      Bell County News   

CROP CERTIFICATION DEADLINE

JULY 15, 2004 is the deadline to certify your acreage of corn, grain sorghum, cotton, hay, soybeans, oilseed crops, fruits, vegetables and any other spring seeded crops. Acreage reports are mandatory under the new farm bill.  Acreage reports are mandatory for farmers who:

· Are enrolled in the Direct & Counter Cyclical (DCP) Program

· Plant fruits or vegetables on an enrolled farm

· Apply for LDPs and commodity loans

· Are enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program

· Are enrolled in the Non-insurable Assistance Program (NAP). 

A fee will be assessed for acreage reports filed after the deadline.

The late certification fee is $35.00 for the first field and $15.00 for the second and additional fields.  Late certification of your spring seeded crops could be an expensive undertaking.  Take the time to call and schedule an appointment to certify today.    

POTENTIAL 2003 COUNTER CYCLICAL OVERPAYMENTS

Farm owner and operators that received a 2003 Advance Counter Cyclical payment under DCP should have received a letter from the national office.  This letter advises you of the potential refund of these payments.  The letter states that if the market prices continue near the current levels, all or a portion of these advance payments may have to be refunded.  This letter also discusses two refund options that a producer will have.  Basically the options are to have the overpayment offset from future DCP payments or requesting the county office to notify you in writing of the amount of the debt owed and then writing a check to the county office to refund the overpayment.  The county office was to have been notified by June 15 if you wished to use the second option.  
CUSTOMER STATEMENT – NEW FSA WEB BASED TOOL 
FSA has launched a new Web tool to help producers track their participation in farm programs.  The new Customer Statement allows producers to view participation and application status for conservation programs, program payments, farm loan information and more.  
Access to the Customer Statement is available to all USDA FSA Customers.  In order to insure privacy and security, a producer must first register online for a USDA ID.  The online process creates a user ID and password after confirming an email address.  The producer then must come into a FSA office and request their user ID be updated to Level 2 access.  The producer must show a valid driver’s license or other valid state issued picture ID.   The county office will then update & activate the user ID.  The producers email address will also have to be given to the FSA office.  This is necessary because the USDA Web tool allows you to submit forms to the county office by email.  The address will be used to return forms and letters that need additional information.  Think of this as another way to turn in forms, it just saves you a trip to the office.  For more information on this option go to www.usda.gov and in the upper right part of the screen, under “I want to…” select View USDA Customer Statement.  
2004 DCP Signup Deadline 

June 1, 2004 was the deadline to enroll farms into the 2004 Direct and Counter Cyclical Program (DCP).  If you were unable to obtain all signatures on a contract by this date, you may still do so.  However a late fee of $100.00 per farm will be assessed for each farm that is enrolled between June 2 and September 30, 2004.  
NAP Production Evidence Deadline
If you have purchased NAP coverage on your pecans, hay or other NAP eligible crops, you must turn in your 2003 production to the county office by July 15, 2004.  NAP payments are based on a four to ten year average of your actual yields.  If you fail to provide production evidence for a year, you will be assigned a percentage of the county yield.  It is most always to your advantage to turn in your actual production, even if you produced a very low yield.  The NAP software allows for high and low yields, but requires production for each year to ensure you get the best possible yield.  Failure to provide production evidence can greatly hurt your NAP payment yield.  For more information on this issue call the county office.  
LOAN DEFICIENCY PROGRAM (LDP)

LDP’s could become available for 2004 DCP crops produced on participating farms and for oil seeds produced on any farms, when market prices are below our county loan rates.  Producers must sign a CCC-709 prior to crop harvest for grain sold directly from the field to a buyer. If you are not sure that you have completed the form, contact our office before harvesting the crop.  The LDP rate is based upon the date the grain is delivered.  Sales receipts should include your name as well as the name of other producers who have an interest in the crop.  Also the net quantity sold, date of delivery, class, test weight, name and address of the buyer and the signature of the person accepting delivery should be on the receipt. 
Grain covered by a contact for sale must state when beneficial interest is lost.  If the contract does not state this, the producer may not be eligible for LDP on grain covered by the contract.  Producers may lose beneficial interest in their grain once they sign a contract for sale.  If you have already signed a contract for sale, you will have to bring a copy to the office for review before a LDP can be issued.   A copy of the FACT SHEET on Beneficial Interest Requirements for Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) is enclosed with this newsletter.   
Producers who plan to store grain on the farm or in warehouses, may request a LDP at any time prior to the final loan availability date for the crop, as long as the producer still maintains beneficial interest in the crop.  You must apply for a LDP on the stored grain using a CCC-633 before you lose beneficial interest in the crop and your payment will be based on the date your completed request for LDP is received in the office.  To maintain beneficial interest in the commodity the following must remain with the producer: (1) control of the commodity (2) title to the commodity (3) risk of loss of the commodity.

Producers are reminded that faxed CCC-633 must be complete and the producer must have a FSA-237 Facsimile Signature Authorization and Verification on file in the county office in order for us to accept the form.  Producers are encouraged to contact our office after the CCC-633 is faxed to assure that the form is completed properly.  Producers are reminded that commodities are not eligible for loans or LDPs if the grain is substituted or warehouse receipts are issued for a higher grade than was delivered.
Warehouse Changes
Effective for 2004 the following warehouse has been removed from the Commodity Credit Corporation’s (CCC) list of “Approved Warehouses” for Bell County.  No additional CCC-Owned or Loan Commodities can be stored or handled through this warehouse:   Blackland Grain & Storage, Inc.  Heidenheimer, TX.
The CCC “Approved Warehouses” list for Bell County for 2004  contains one warehouse:  Holland Exchange & Storage LTD in Holland Texas.

Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Program

A signup date for this new program has not been announced at this time.  The office is scheduled for training on this program later this month.  The signup period will be announced in a future newsletter or by special mailing.  
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���











[image: image3.png]Farm Service Agency



_999333640.doc
[image: image1.png]






