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MAINTENANCE ON DIRECT AND COUNTER-CYCLICAL PROGRAM ACREAGE
DCP participants are required to control water and wind erosion and weeds including noxious weeds on ALL DCP base acres.  Weeds are not an acceptable cover.  Failure to control weeds or limit erosion on contract acres will result in a loss of program benefits if the County Committee determines you failed to demonstrate a good faith effort to control weeds and/or erosion. 

Compliance spot checks will be made during July by office personnel to determine potential violations.  If you have a field that could be in violation please take immediate action to maintain eligibility of program benefits.  
2004 DIRECT AND COUNTER-CYCLICAL PROGRAM SIGN-UP
If you are one of the few producers who did not sign up for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP), you still have time.  September 30, 2004 is the final date to apply for the 2004 program; however it will cost you $100 per farm.

We may now issue advance DCP payments to farmers who signed cash lease certifications indicating they were renting cropland from a landowner from whom they previously rented.  Final DCP payments will be issued in October.
DCP transfers
Producers enrolled in DCP who transfer the land to another producer within the current fiscal year (Oct. 1 through Sept. 30) must notify our office of the change immediately.  

A contract update is also required for a change of shares, or if a new producer is being added to or removed from a contract. All producers affected by the contract revision must sign form CCC-509 and agree to the requirements of the contract. 

Failure to report changes may result in ineligibility for DCP payments for the appropriate year.
Report changes by September 30th
Producers enrolled in Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) who transfers the land to another producer within the current fiscal year (Oct. 1 through Sept. 30) must notify our office of the change immediately.  

A contract update is also required for a change of shares, or if a new producer is being added to or removed from a contract. All producers affected by the contract revision must sign form CCC-509 and agree to the requirements of the contract. 

Failure to report changes may result in ineligibility for DCP payments for the appropriate year.
2004 COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS
Beginning July 15, 2004, farmers and ranchers can nominate local producers to serve on the County Committee (COC).  The first step in the process is for qualified voters to nominate candidates. If you are qualified to vote, you can nominate yourself or another producer to run for a seat on the committee. Nominating petitions must be submitted to the office by Sept. 3, 2004.

The County Committee helps make national farm programs fit the needs of local producers. For example, they make decisions on price support loans, yields and disaster assistance.

Important dates for this year’s election
· July 15

Nomination period begins 
· Sept. 3

Last day to file nomination forms with        the FSA Office.
· Nov. 8

Ballots mailed to eligible voters.
· Dec. 6

Last day to return voted and signed ballots to the FSA office.
· Jan. 1, 2005 
Elected Committee members and alternates take office.
Forms are on hand at the county office. You can also find them online at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections.   The County Committee system is your opportunity to have a voice in delivery of federal farm programs in Fayette County – we encourage you to participate fully in the nomination and election process.
GRASSLAND RESERVE ASSISTANCE PROGAM
Landowners have less than a month to file applications for the Grassland Reserve Program. July 23, 2004 is the deadline to submit GRP offers and have them considered for 2004 fiscal year funding. 

Grasslands eligible for enrollment in this program may be native grassland, improved rangeland or improved pastureland. Other acreage that may qualify for enrollment includes land containing forbs or shrubs, or land located in an area historically dominated by grassland. 

Offers for participation in GRP must include 40 or more contiguous acres.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service will evaluate each offer and rate the eligibility of the land according to specific criteria, including current vegetative cover, susceptibility to urban sprawl and the potential for conversion to cropland. 

Landowners whose applications are selected for enrollment in GRP will receive assistance to support grazing operations, to increase and maintain plant and animal biodiversity and to protect grass and range lands under the greatest threat of conversion.

CUSTOMER STATEMENT – NEW FSA WEB BASED TOOL
The Farm Service Agency has launched a new Web tool to help producers track their participation in farm programs. The new Customer Statement allows producers to view participation and application status for conservation programs, program payments, farm loan information, and more. 

Access to the Customer Statement is available to all USDA customers. In order to insure privacy and security, a producer must first register on line for a USDA ID. The online process creates a user ID and password confirming an email address. The ID will be an important identifier as USDA begins to link more customer data from agencies across the department.

To view a Customer Statement, visit http://www.usda.gov and click on the Customer Statement button.  Please call us if we can be of assistance in utilizing this new tool.

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES
In order to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you change or close your account, or if your bank is purchased by another financial institution.  Payments can be delayed if we are not aware of changes to account or bank routing numbers. 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION
Special accommodations are made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision, impairment, or hearing impairment.  If accommodations are required, please call Levi F. Garlick at 979-968-5894 Ext.2

MEASUREMENT SERVICE RATES
Measurement services are available to producers for a nominal fee. Request and payment can be made in the FSA Office.  The 2003 measurement service rates are as follows:

· Farm Visit – not requiring measurements $20 per farm.

· Crop Appraisal - $50 for the first plot, plus $30 for each plot over one.

· Bin Measurements - $40 for the first bin, plus $15 for each additional bin.

· Late-filed Certification - $35 for the first plot, plus $15 for each additional plot.

· Pre-measurements - $55 for the first plot plus $25 for each additional plot.

· Production Verification - $25.

· Measurement from Aerial Slides - $20 for the first 25 acres, plus $0.05 per acre over 25 acres.

· Ground Measurement or adjusted acreage - $35 for the first plot, plus $15 for each additional plot.

BIRD OWNERS TAKE NOTE

Due to recent outbreaks of Avian Influenza and Exotic New Castle Disease in poultry, USDA asks that you be vigilant in prevention, detection and reporting of illness within your own flocks.

An outbreak of a disease such as Exotic Newcastle Disease or Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza could be harmful to your birds, and it could kill other nearby flocks. In order to prevent such outbreaks, USDA encourages bird owners to report sick or suspicious birds to your veterinarian, and/or extension agent and to practice good biosecurity.  It’s a three step approach:

1. 
Look for Signs: Watch for signs of disease or unexpected deaths among your birds.

2.
 Report Sick Birds: Don’t wait! Early detection can make a difference. If your birds are sick or dying, call USDA's Veterinary Services toll free at 1-866-536-7593, or your State Veterinarian or local extension agent to find out why.

3. 
Practice Backyard Biosecurity:  Keep your birds free from disease. Restrict traffic on your property, and disinfect shoes, clothes and hands to prevent the possible spread of disease.

For more information on what you can do to protect your birds, talk to your veterinarian or go to the following website: www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity.html.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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