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County Committee Election

The next step in the election process is the mailing out of the ballots for LAA-2 (Dime Box community), which will begin on Nov.8.  Voters have until Dec. 6 to return their ballots to the county office. Elected committee members and alternates take office on Jan. 1, 2005.Prospective Voter Requirements if you're on the mailing list for this newsletter, the chances are you are an eligible voter. Anyone who meets the requirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible to vote.

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch as either of the following:

· an owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper, or 

· a partner in a general partnership or member of a joint venture that has an interest in a farm as an owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper; or

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire farm.

3. Eligible to participate in any FSA program that is provided for by law, regardless of the status of funding. Discrimination Prohibited No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status. Contact the county office if you have questions about voter eligibility.
Sheep Program

USDA’s proposed Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Program are still going through the clearance process and as a result the sign-up period has been postponed.  The program is designed to enhance the competitiveness of the domestic lamb and sheep industry by paying producers $18 per head for ewe lambs purchased or retained between Aug. 1, 2003, and July 31, 2004. It is important for you to maintain records so you will be ready when the program is announced. Documentation includes:

· Sales receipts as proof of purchase and retention 

·  date of purchase and number purchased

· Farm management records kept through normal production practices

·  Date of birth

·  Date of death, if applicable

·  Lamb identification and control information

· veterinarian certifications as proof of ewe lamb characteristics

· Scrapie program forms.

Producers must also retain qualifying ewe lambs in the flock for at least 1 complete lambing cycle.
USDA Seeks Public Comment on Ewe Lamb Program

Individuals interested in submitting comment on the ewe lamb program provisions can do so by emailing thoughts to danielle_cooke@wdc.fsa.usda.gov, or mailing or faxing comments to: 

Grady Bilberry, Director Price Support Division

Farm Service Agency, USDA

 Stop 0512 Room 4095-S

 1400 Independence Ave, SW

 Washington, DC 20250-0512

 Fax (202)690-3307 

Comments must be received by October 7, 2004. When the ELRPP comment period ends, a signup date will be announced and producers will have the opportunity to apply for the program through their local FSA.

USDA Seeks Public Comment for CRP

In 2007, 16 million acres under CRP contract will expire. Another 6 million acres will follow in 2008, 4 million in 2009 and 2 million in 2010. President Bush’s directive to offer early re-enrollment and extensions of existing contracts to current CRP participants underscores a commitment to full enrollment of CRP up to 39.2 million acres. A request for public comment on various aspects of CRP will be published in the Federal Register in early August 2004. Among other issues, USDA is seeking public comment on the following: 

· How to manage the large acreage set to expire from CRP; 

· How to manage future CRP sign-ups and acreage; 

· How to evaluate the program's environmental effectiveness; 

· How to better utilize information technology such as Geographic Information Systems that evaluate acreage for enrollment; and 

· How to improve CRP, including the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, through partnerships that better address local environmental issues. 

The Federal Register notice seeking public comment on CRP is available on FSA’s Web site at http://www.fsa.usda.gov and also will be available soon at.  Comments on the issues must be received in writing by 120 days after the date published in the Federal Register. Comments may be submitted in writing or electronically via the means provided in the notice.

CRP Continuous Sign-Up

Farmers who work land along streams, but don’t want to place the whole field into CRP may enroll the most environmentally sensitive land in the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program.  Under continuous sign-up, relatively small amounts of land serving much larger areas, such as filter strips, riparian buffers and grass waterways, may be enrolled at any time.  Certain practices provide incentive payments in addition to the annual rental and maintenance payment.  Cost-sharing is also provided.

DCP Sign Up Starts Oct. 1

The DCP sign-up period for fiscal year 2005 is from Oct. 1, 2004, to June 1, 2005. The CCC-509 form, "Direct and Counter-cyclical Program Contract," includes base acres, payment acres, payment yields, producer payment shares, advance direct and counter-cyclical payment selections and signatures of the producer and county office representative. The CCC-509 must be submitted by June 1, 2005. All owners and operators who will share in the DCP payments on the farm must sign the CCC-509. Forms with signatures that are obtained after June 1, 2005, but before Sept. 30, 2005, will be accepted, but the farm will be assessed a late-file fee of $100. Farm producers must apply for DCP on an annual basis and can opt out of the program for any year if they so choose. The following documents are required and applicable determinations must be made before the county committee can approve a producer’s share on the CCC-509 for payment: a farm-operating plan (CCC-502 and related forms); an average adjusted gross income certification (CCC-526); a certification of compliance with highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions (AD-1026). A certification of the acreage of all cropland on the farm (FSA-578) is needed before final payments can be issued.
NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER PROGRAM SALES CLOSING DATES
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to producers affected by natural disasters. This federally funded program provides coverage for Non-Insured crop losses and plantings prevented by disasters. 

	Crop
	Use of Crop
	Sales Closing Date
	Final planting date
	Acreage Report Date

	Native Pasture
	Graze
	12/01/2004
	N/A
	12/16/2004

	Improved Grasses
	Graze
	12/01/2004
	N/A
	12/16/2004

	Honey
	Honey
	12/01/2004
	N/A
	01/02/2005

	Improved Grasses
	Forage
	12/01/2004
	N/A
	12/16/2004

	
	
	
	
	


If you have a crop that is not listed and need to find out the sales closing date for the NAP crop, please contact the Lee County FSA Office as soon as possible.  
Linkage for Disaster Program

Producers who received a disaster payment for the 2002 Crop Disaster Program (CDP) and who did not have a crop insurance policy are reminded of the requirement to purchase Buy-Up Crop Insurance for the 2005 year. If insurance is not available for your crop, you must purchase Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) coverage from FSA.  Failure to purchase insurance or NAP requires you to refund the disaster payment with interest.
Hard White Wheat Incentive Payments

USDA is encouraging the planting of hard white wheat.  In fact, the Farm Bill made available $20 million for hard white wheat incentive payments for the 2003-2005 crops. The production incentive payment rate is $0.20 per bushel on production up to 60 bushels per acre. An additional incentive payment of $2.00 per acre is available to producers who plant certified seed. However, planting certified seed is not a requirement for receiving the per bushel incentive payment.  To receive the per bushel payment, the hard white wheat must grade #2 or higher. In addition, it must be sold for domestic food use or export. Contact our office for more information.

EQIP Changes Hands

For years, the Environmental Quality Incentive Program has been jointly administered by the Farm Service Agency and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. Beginning Oct. 1, NRCS will take over all administrative services for EQIP. NRCS will be the point of contact for all EQIP services—administrative and otherwise—after Sept. 30. The county office will issue earned payments through September. NRCS will issue payments beginning Oct. 1. EQIP participants can help us with the transition by requesting payment for all completed conservation practices as early as possible in September. 
Election Guidelines Proposed

The secretary of agriculture has proposed new uniform guidelines to govern the county committee election process. The proposed guidelines can be viewed on the Farm Service Agency Web site at http://www.fsa.usda. Comments on the proposed guidelines must be submitted by Sept. 16, 2004. Comments should be submitted to County Committee Election Reform Comments, Department of Agriculture, Room 3092-S, Mail Stop 0539, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-0539 or by email to countyelectionguidelines@usda.gov.
Counter-cyclical Payments Options

Prices for 2003 wheat finished higher than originally expected, and, as a result, producers who received a 2003 counter-cyclical payment for wheat will be required to repay it. Producers have two options for repaying the unearned counter-cyclical payment. The default option is to have any Direct and Counter-cyclical Program payment received between October 2004 and March 30, 2005, automatically reduced by the amount of the overpayment.

The second option is to repay the amount by writing a check. If you are interested in repaying your unearned advance, please visit with the county office staff for details.
Emergency Loans Available

Lee County farmers and ranchers who suffered losses due to excessive rainfall on May 13,2004, these producers may be eligible for low-interest emergency loans from the Farm Service Agency if they are unable to get financing from any other source. These loans carry an interest rate of 3.75 percent. Please contact Barbara Kelly FLM Gonzales at 830-672-7511, 920 St. Joseph Street Room 136 Gonzales, Texas 78629

Production Losses - Eligible farmers can also use emergency loan funds to recover a portion of losses on growing crops that were destroyed.

Physical Losses - Eligible farmers can use emergency loan funds to repair or rebuild essential farm buildings, clean debris or prepare land for replanting, and to replace livestock, supplies and harvested crops on hand or in storage that were lost. Loan applications will be accepted at our office through MAY 16, 2005.

Minority Farm Register

Minority producers can join a new voluntary register to ensure that they receive the latest farm program information from the Farm Service Agency. By joining the register, minority producers may receive outreach materials, newsletters and program announcements from FSA and other USDA agencies. They may also receive information from USDA-approved outreach partners, such as community-based organizations, faith-based organizations and minority-serving educational institutions. USDA will control access to the register.  The register application is available at the county office or from approved USDA outreach partners. Information is available on the Farm Service Agency’s Web site at www.forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet, and at www.usda.gov/cr.
TARGETED LOANS
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) allocates a portion of its farm loan program funds specifically for socially disadvantaged applicants (SDA) including minority and women producers.

FSA farm loans are available to all qualified applicants, but by setting aside funds specifically for minorities and women, the Agency ensures members of these specific groups can receive a portion of available funds - assuming they meet FSA loan eligibility requirements. By FSA definition, an applicant is considered socially disadvantaged if he or she is a member of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice, without regard to individual qualities.  FSA has identified socially disadvantaged groups as Women, Blacks, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asians, and Pacific Islanders.  FSA offers both direct and   guaranteed farm loans.  Farm loan funds can be used to purchase farms, livestock and equipment.  They may also be used to operate a farm, build or repair service buildings, pay for soil and water conservation practices, and in some cases refinance debt. Contact either Barbara Kelly FLM Gonzales County at 672-830-7511 or the Lee County FSA Office.

MEASUREMENT SERVICE RATES FOR 2004
Measurement services are available to producer s for a nominal fee. To request this service and make payment for this contact the Lee County FSA office. 

· Crop Appraisals $50.00 for the first plot, $30.00 for each additional

· Bin Measurements $40.00 for first bin, $15.00 for each additional

· Ground Measurements $35.00 for first plot, $15.00 for each additional

· Production Verification $25.00

· Late-filed Certification $35.00 for first plot, $15.00 for each additional
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and  family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s Target Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).


To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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