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PUBLIC COMMENTS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM
ALASKA, August 10, 2004 – Secretary of Agriculture, Ann Veneman announced dates for a Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general sign-up and invited public comments on other issues essential to the future of the program.  “The Farm Service Agency wants to get public input on ways to make the Conservation Reserve Program more effective,” said Chad Padgett. 

The Conservation Reserve Program has provided significant environmental benefits across the nation, primarily by providing wildlife habitat, improving stream quality, and reducing soil erosion.  Issues essential to the future of the program include new initiative proposals.  

“These initiatives will help achieve the President’s national goal to restore, enhance and protect at least three million wetland acres over the next five years in order to increase overall wetland acres and quality,” Veneman said.
One new initiative will create 250,000 acres of habitat for the northern bobwhite quail, a native quail species that has historically ranged in 35 states.  The other new initiative will create 250,000 acres of wetlands and playa lakes in non-floodplain areas, which is vital habitat for species such as upland ducks, pheasants and sandhill cranes.

A request for public comment on various aspects of CRP has been published in the Federal Register.  Among other issues, USDA is seeking public comment on the following:
· How to manage the large acreage set to expire from CRP;

· How to manage future CRP sign-ups and acreage;

· How to evaluate the program’s environmental effectiveness; 

· How to better utilize information technology such as Geographic Information Systems that evaluate acreage for enrollment; and
· How to improve CRP, including the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, through partnerships that better address local environmental issues.

Information on the CRP policy proposals can be found on the internet, and comments can be submitted online.  The Federal Register notice seeking public comment on CRP is available on FSA’s Web site at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crpcomments.  You can view the Federal Register information document in either HTML or PDF.  Comments may then be submitted via the online questionnaire or you can attach a prepared document.  
Comments on the issues must be received by December 8, 2004.  Comments may be submitted in writing or electronically via the means provided in the Federal Register notice.  
Further information on the Federal Register notice is available from Beverly Preston, CRP Program Manager, at USDA/FSA/CEPD/STOP 0513, 1400 Independence Avenue SW., Washington, D.C. 20250-0513; telephone 202-720-9563; email: beverly_preston@wdc.usda.gov  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Target Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
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