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Trade Adjustment Assistance


Frequently Asked Questions:
What is the Trade Adjustment Assistance Program, and how does it apply to Alaska?

The Trade Adjustment Assistance Program provides cash payments, technical assistance, job training, and educational benefits to eligible producers if an increase in imports has contributed to a decline in price, resulting in a drop in net farm or fishing income.  It has been determined that increased imports of farmed Salmon contributed importantly to a decline in the landed prices for Salmon in Alaska.  

Who can participate in the TAA program?

All Commercial Salmon Permit Holders and Crew Members in Alaska are covered by an approved petition.  Permit holders and crew members must file separate applications to receive benefits.




When can I apply?

The sign-up period for the 2003 marketing year TAA program begins on October 15th, 2004 and continues until January 13th, 2005.  
Evidence of fish tickets / summaries, and the application form (FSA-229) must be submitted prior to January 13th, 2005.   

Producers are encouraged to submit evidence of net income from 2001 & 2003 along with all other required documentation by January 13th, 2005.  
Can I apply if I didn’t fish in 2003?

Yes.  Although you may not be eligible for a cash payment through TAA you may be eligible for Department of Labor re-training and educational benefits
How do I Apply?

You must submit an application and supporting documents to FSA.  This can be accomplished over the internet using E-Gov at the website below, contacting your local FSA service center, or by calling FSA at 1(866) 872-3320.
How do I apply continued…
Your application form and production evidence must be received in a FSA Service Center or postmarked by January 13, 2005.  
The documentation needed for the 2003 TAA application includes:  
· FSA-229 Application
· Production certification 
· Income verification for 2001 & 2003 
· CCC-502 form for payment eligibility 
· CCC-526 Adjusted Gross Income Certification
· AD-1026 HELC/WC form
· SF-1199 form for electronic funds transfer (or a waiver form FFAS-12)
· Certificate of completion of the technical assistance training offered through the University of Alaska Fairbanks, Marine Advisory Program.  
· For crewmembers, the Salmon Production Certification form will need to be signed by the permit holder with the share of catch identified for the crew member.
For more information on the application process, go to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ak or call 1(866) 872-3320 (866-TRADE20).
Where do I get the forms required for a complete application? 

You can contact your local service center and request the forms, or go online to the Alaska FSA Web Page http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ak and follow the link to TAA application forms.  
You can also complete application forms and submit them online through E-gov (to find out more contact your service center, or go to the Alaska FSA Web Page). To find your local service center go to the Alaska FSA Web Page or call 1(866) 872-3320 (866-TRADE20)


If I applied for 2002 benefits, what documents should I submit for 2003?
2001 and 2003 net fishing income and production certification, the FSA-229 TAA application form, and CCC-526 Adjusted Gross Income certification form.
What documents are accepted as proof of income ?

Required documentation for certification of net income is limited to either of the following:
· Documents commonly submitted to a federal agency or to IRS that identify net income, or for corporation’s ordinary income. Examples include: Form 1099-MISC attached to signed copy of 1040 (1099 must be for farm or fishing income), Schedule C or C-EZ (Form 1040), and Form 1120.
· Supporting documents provided by CPA or attorney. 
What if multiple species were fished?

If multiple species were fished, such as Halibut and Salmon, provide the forms that identify net income derived from Salmon only.   If income from Salmon is not separately reported on tax records, the combined reported net income will be used to determine net fishing income.
What documents are accepted as proof of production?

· 

Production certification requires Permit holders to submit fish tickets or settlement statements for 2003 production.  If you are a crew member you will need a completed Crew sheet which indicates your percentage of the catch and is signed by the permit holder.
fish tickets / summaries, and the application form (FSA-229) must be submitted prior to January 13th, 2005.  Applicants are encouraged to submit all documentation by January 13th, 2005 in order to receive prompt payment.

Where do I get the Technical Assistance Training?

The technical assistance program is free, and is offered by the University of Alaska Fairbanks through the Marine Advisory Program (MAP).  For more information go to the MAP web page located at: http://www.uaf.edu/map/taa.  

In order to be eligible for the cash benefit you must have completed the technical assistance training.  This training requirement may have been met by attending training provided by MAP in a prior year.   TAA applicants need to contact MAP to determine their individual training requirement.
If I am eligible and my application for TAA is approved how much money will I receive?

The cash benefit is calculated by multiplying the 2003 marketing year payment rate of 3.1¢ by the pounds of salmon submitted on your FSA-229 application form.
Where do I apply for Trade Adjustment Assistance?

You may apply for the TAA program in person, by mail, or by faxing the application forms and information to your local service center.  To find out where your local Service Center is located you can go online to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ak or call 1(866) 872-3320 (866-TRADE20).  During the sign-up period there will be some sign-up seminars in rural locations for limited time periods.  The dates and locations are listed below and available on the web.


Where can I get more information, or help in submitting an application?
Contact your local FSA Service Center.  To find your local service center go to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ak or call 1(866) 872-3320 (866-TRADE20).
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race. Color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer
TAA MY03
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race. Color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   
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