[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]


[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf][image: image9.wmf]
	[image: image10.wmf]



	Jan 19
	Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday-office closed

	Feb 16
	Washingtons Birthday– office closed












Know Your Land Before Planting





To insure farmers retain eligibility for USDA benefits, it is important that you know, before planting 2004 crops, whether the land has had a Highly Erodible Land (HEL) or wetland determination made by NRCS. Crops planted on HEL must be in compliance with a signed conservation plan. Land that is classified as a wet area and was manipulated after Dec. 23, 1985, cannot be planted to agricultural commodities. Planting areas that were drained after this date by someone other than the operator does not excuse the farm operator from a violation if they planted the converted area. Farmers are advised to acquire an official wetland determination from NRCS before planting if there is any doubt. Once a crop is planted in violation of the HEL or wetland requirements, it is too late. You will be ineligible for all USDA benefits.
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FSA is Changing to GIS





A Geographic Information System (GIS) is an automated system used to visualize, manage and analyze geographic information. A GIS operation utilizes coordinates of latitude and longitude to identify locations anywhere on the earth’s surface. The Farm Service Agency has many program activities that are land based, and GIS is ideally suited to store and utilize producer information on individual farms and fields.


�Historically, FSA offices have maintained aerial photographs. In the near future, all aerial map data will be maintained in a digital environment by computers. The Common Land Unit (CLU) will be used to identify fields, or the smallest area of land with a common producer, owner and common land management surrounded by a contiguous boundary. 


�When GIS is fully operational at FSA, producers will be able to report their acreage and make farm record changes easily. Land measurements previously determined using a wheel or chain will soon be replaced by global positioning systems (GPS) that measure and plot boundaries with coordinates provided by satellites. 









































Bank Account Changes?





Since Jan. 1, 1999, all of your FSA payments are being electronically transferred into your bank account. In order to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account, change your account or if another financial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if we are not aware of changes to your account and/or routing numbers .





Office Hours


Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30 pm





Office Staff                            County Committee


Marty Reeves, CED            Kay Doss, Chair


Bryan Cook, FLO                George Cronk, Vice-Chair


Michael Mitchell, FLOT     Kent Kalcevic, Member


Andrea Kubat, PT


Tammy Cook, PT


Janice Robbins, PT


Sherri Rasmussen, PT                   FSA Website:


Michelle Pace, PT                          www.fsa.usda.gov


Ken Timmerman, Field Specialist





The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs and activities on the bases of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact the USDA’s Target Center at 202-720-2600 (voice & TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice & TDD) USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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 Dates to Remember





Wool, Mohair Loans





Producers have until Jan. 31, 2004, to request LDPs for 2003-crop wool and mohair that have not yet been marketed and remain in storage. If LDPs are not requested, producers have until Jan. 31, 2004  to request loans for 2003-crop wool or mohair. 


To be eligible for a nine-month marketing assistance loan or LDP for wool or mohair, producers must demonstrate compliance with wetland and highly erodible land conservation requirements.  





Foreign Investors





The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act requires any foreign person who acquires, transfers, or holds any interest in agricultural land to report such holdings to their local FSA Office within 90 days of the transaction.  Failure to timely report may result in penalties or fines.  An FSA-153 form may be obtained from any FSA Office.





January 2004





New Committee Member Elected





Kent Kalcevic was elected to represent producers on the Adams County Committee.   This is Kent’s first term as a County Committee member.  The election results for Local Administrative Area (LAA) #2 are:


    Kent Kalcevic                   COC Member


    Wayne Lewton                 1st Alternate to COC





Curtis Lewton, retired COC member for LAA #2, served on the Adams County Committee for 14 years and we wish to thank him for his many years of dedicated service.


FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot.  The County Committee system works only because of your participation.


On January 8th, the Committee held their organizational meeting and elected Kay Doss to chair the Committee. George Cronk will serve as Vice-Chair and Kent Kalcevic will serve as the regular member.





Coming Soon!!





Watch for DCP sign-up cards in the mail.  Please call if you can’t keep your appointment. 





Crop Disaster Program Deadline 


Reminder





Producers have until Jan. 30, 2004, to sign up for the Crop Disaster Program.


CDP includes insured crops, uninsured crops and non-insurable crops. Qualifying damages must be in excess of 35 percent for either the 2001 or 2002 crop year. Producers have a choice of receiving payments for the 2001 or 2002 crops, but not both. CDP provisions are similar to disaster programs authorized for 1998 through 2000 crop years. 





NAP Deadline Approaching





   The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) can soften financial losses caused by natural disasters, but only if you've timely applied for coverage and paid the application fee. The application deadline date for  2004 NAP crops is approaching. 


   NAP kicks in when natural disasters result in a catastrophic loss of production or prevented planting of an eligible crop.  NAP coverage is equivalent to that provided by Catastrophic Risk Protection Plan (CAT) insurance and is available for commercial crops or agricultural commodities produced for food or fiber for which CAT is not available. NAP coverage is not available for livestock.


    Producers who already have coverage on 2003 NAP crops may choose to continue coverage on the same crops for 2004, if the applicable service fee is paid by the application closing date. A new CCC-471, application for coverage, does not require a signature when applying for continuous coverage of the same crop or crops.


    Producers who choose to add or delete a crop from previous year’s coverage or change crop shares must timely file a new CCC-471 and pay a service fee. Producers with 2003 NAP coverage must remember to complete the following to qualify for benefits:


Timely file acreage reports and keep track of harvested production using acceptable methods. For example, bale weights or other means of determining quantities of hay are required.


File a Notice of Loss within 15 days of when the loss is apparent.


NAP application deadlines are: Pumpkins,


      Oats-spring, Millet-forage          3/15/04 








