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Bent County FSA Office
760 Bent Avenue

Las Animas, Colorado 81054

Phone: 719-456-0757

Fax: 719-456-2717
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Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Bent County Committee

Sam Cook (LAA#2) – Chairperson

Wesley Eck (LAA#1) – Vice-Chairperson

Jim Schleining (LAA#3) – Member

Robin Karney (LAA#1) – Advisor
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2001/2002 CROP DISASTER PROGRAM “LINKAGE REQUIREMENT”
Be sure your insurance “linkage” requirements are met to retain your CDP payment eligibility!  If you received 2001/2002 CDP payments for a non-insurable crop and purchased NAP coverage in the disaster-affected year, your linkage requirements have been met.  If you received a CDP payment for one or more crops for which you did not have either crop insurance or NAP coverage for the disaster affected year, you must purchase either crop insurance or NAP (if you plan to plant that crop) for the following two years.  This must be done to comply and retain your CDP eligibility.  Producers failing to meet this requirement will refund their CDP payments with interest.
2003 Counter-Cyclical Payments

Final 2003 Counter-Cyclical (CC) payment rates for wheat, barley, and oats are zero because their effective prices exceed their respective target prices. 


Farmers who requested and received an advance wheat payment are required to refund the unearned advance CC payment. The advance wheat payment was 0.0315 cents/bushel.   Producers have two repayment options: 

• Option 1. CCC will automatically reduce any DCP payment received between October 2004 and March 30, 2005, to satisfy the debt. Any overpayment amount not repaid by March 30, 2005, will be transferred to receivables.

• Option 2. The producer may elect to repay the unearned counter-cyclical payment by writing FSA a check after they have been notified of the amount due.

The national average farm prices for commodity crops can be found at: www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/farmbill/mya_entry.htm


Prevented Planting for 2004 Crops

Prevented planted acres means that you were unable to plant a crop on the field. If you plant an alternative crop on those acres, those acres are not considered prevented planting.   For example, if you intended to plant cotton, but subsequently planted corn on the acres, FSA does not consider those acres as prevented planting.  If you were unable to plant all of the acres you intended then you need to take action.

1. You want to make sure you report those acres as prevented planted when you file your acreage report.  

2. If you have crop insurance, talk to your agent now.   Find out if prevented planted acres are covered under your policy and if restrictions apply.  Rules vary by program.

3. If your crop is covered by NAP, make sure you:

· file a notice of loss with the office within 15 days of loss and

· report the acres by the required NAP crop reporting date.

If your crop is covered by the Non-insured Assistance Program, then:

· A prevented planting payment is made if you are prevented from planting 35% or more of the intended acres. (par. 25A)

· Payments for “value loss” crops are based on the loss of value at the time of the disaster.  Since a crop not planted has no value, value loss crops such as Christmas trees, aquaculture or ornamental nursery crops are ineligible for prevented planting. (par 25B)

· Crops planted after their final planting dates will be assigned reduced yields.

For potential future disaster programs, you will need to prove that you intended to plant the acres.  This could require proof of:

· Seed purchases.  If you return seed, be sure to keep your “return receipt” for documentation.

· Preliminary efforts to plant the crop, such as land preparation. 



PRICE SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND INFORMATION
LDP & LOAN ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for a small grain LDP or commodity loan, you must have:

· Grown the crop

· Certified your crop acreages

· Have beneficial interest in the crop.  This means you have title, risk, and control of the crop.  If the crop is delivered to a buyer you have lost beneficial interest.  If the buyer pays you for the crop, even if it hasn’t moved from your farm, you have lost beneficial interest.

· An approved conservation plan with NRCS and completed payment limitation form with FSA.

· Signed a crop insurance waiver or purchased the minimum level of crop insurance.

The commodity must meet the following criteria:

· Be in existence and in a storable condition

· Be merchantable for food or feed

· Not be substituted or purchased

COMMODITY LOANS AVAILABLE
Low interest, 9 month loans on 2004 wheat, barley, and oats are available.  This marketing tool is a great way to utilize working capital while you wait for local prices to rise, pay off higher interest notes with low interest money, or purchase next year’s inputs at reduced rates.

MILC PROGRAM
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2004 WOOL AND MOHAIR PRODUCTION
Are you preparing to shear your livestock?  Will you sell, trade, give away or process your 2004 fiber after shearing?  If so, stop in the office and apply for an LDP before taking these actions.  Request to sign a CCC-709 form.  You will receive the LDP rate in effect on the day your receipt indicated you transferred control or processed your fiber.  If you will maintain interest in your wool or mohair for a period of time, you have the option of selecting the day you want to apply for an LDP on a CCC-633 LDP form.  Unshorn pelts are also eligible for LDP.

EGov TAKES USDA PROGRAMS TO THE WEB
FSA customers with internet access can complete and submit electronic program applications and eligibility forms 24 hours a day, seven days a week from the convenience of their homes or offices.  EGov access and registration is available online at:  http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/eauthCreateAccount.html  For more information regarding eGov and efiling or the USDA customer statement contact the county office or visit the USDA website at http://www.usda.gov
DIRECT DEPOSIT OF PAYMENTS
Remember, all FSA payments are made by direct deposit.  If you change bank accounts, don’t forget to let us know.  Failure to have a correct direct deposit form on file can result in a substantial delay in the processing of your payments.

COMMON PAYMENT LIMITATIONS
A limitation on the total annual payments that a “person” may receive under agricultural programs has been in effect since enactment of the Agricultural Act of 1970.  Each program has an established payment limitation that applies to all farming operations.  Details for each program’s payment limitation may be obtained at the county office.

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium poppies, and other drug producing plants.

PUBLIC MEETING
The Bent County FSA will be holding a public meeting to discuss NAP program issues.  This meeting will be held October 5, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. at the USDA Service Center Conference Room.  Please bring questions and/or comments to the meeting.  Also if you want to bring your service fees for 2005 coverage, please do so.

MORE CRP INFORMATION:
CRP COVER MAINTENANCE

This is your responsibility. You are required to maintain the CRP practice according to the conservation plan you agreed to with NRCS.  You need to make sure you:

· have adequate approved vegetative cover to control erosion for the CRP period

· Control weeds and other types of undesirable vegetation

· Implement control measures after the primary nesting season.

Please keep in mind periodic mowing and mowing for cosmetic purposes is prohibited.  That is why it is important to review your conservation plan and talk to the office if you think undesirable plant species are invading your CRP land.

THE USDA WANTS YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT CRP!

On August 10th, the USDA published a Federal Register in order for public comments to be received by December 8th.  Comments are preferred to be submitted over the Internet at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crpcomments  At that site you will may select “Complete an online questionnaire”, there you will find a form with 11 questions and a space for additional comments.  You may also E-mail comments to: CRPRULE.CRPRULE@wdc.usda.gov
If you do not have Internet access you may also mail your comments to:

Director, CEPD

FSA, Room 4714-S, Stop 0513

1400 Independence Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20250-0513

If you would like to have a sample copy of the comments on the web please contact the office and we can provide one.

JUST A REMINDER:
LDP’s are currently available for barley, corn and sorghum.  If you are selling your grain out of the field, have you taken the time to complete the Field Direct form?  Don’t lose out on the opportunity.  Complete the CCC-709 form before harvest begins.  If you are storing grain on your farm, you have the time to gauge prices thereby allowing you time to lock in an LDP rate.  If you have questions about loans or LDP’s for grain commodities, please call the office for information.
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status, public assistance status, and reprisal. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all program.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc…) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Ave, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice & TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

“Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision r hearing impairment.  If accommodations are required, please call Amy Hackler, CED at 719-456-0757, ext 2.
[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]



Bent County Office Staff





Amy Hackler, County Executive Director


Glen Brown, Program Technician


Tom Grasmick, Program Technician
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COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS:





Elections will be held in Bent County – Local Administrative Area (LAA#2), is the Southern portion of Bent County where Sam Cook is currently serving as the elected committee person.





September 3 was the final date to accept nomination forms.  If you were qualified to vote, you could have nominated yourself or another producer.  A candidate must sign the nomination form and certify that he or she is willing to serve if elected.  The person must also reside in the voting community.


The eligible voters list for each applicable LAA is available for your examination in the applicable office.


If you are an owner of agricultural land that is jointly owned and not on the eligible voter’s list, please let the applicable office know. 


Ballots will be mailed out no later than November 8 and must be returned to the FSA county office or postmarked by December 6, 2004.





Forms are available at the county office.  You can also find them online at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections" ��www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections�.











DATES TO REMEMBER:





August 30-September 24 – General CRP Signup 29


September 1 – Last day to purchase NAP coverage for Winter Barley, Canola, Winter Wheat


September 3 – Last day to submit nomination form for county office election


September 6 – LABOR DAY – OFFICE CLOSED�October 11 – COLUMBUS DAY – OFFICE CLOSED�November 8 – County Committee ballots mailed to voters


November 20 – Last day to purchase NAP coverage for apples, apricots, cherries, etc…


December 1 – Last day to purchase NAP coverage for Native Grass, Mixed Forage & Alfalfa.


December 6 – Last day to return county committee ballots.









































2004 NAP GRAZING LOSS





Due to a change in procedure, beginning with the 2004 NAP year, grazing losses will now be calculated using the percent of loss, carrying capacity, and grazing days established where the land is physically located.





MORE NAP INFORMATION





Have you suffered a loss due to last month’s hail storms or any other natural disaster?  If so, you must file a CCC-576, “Notice of Loss”, within 15 calendar days after the:


Latter of the occurrence of prevented planting or the end of the planting period.


Disaster occurrence or date damage to the specific acreage is apparent to the producer.


This requirement applies to both NAP and DCP programs.





For the 2005 NAP year, there has been a change in the definition of an Alfalfa Stand.  


The stand must consist of at least 60% Alfalfa


Coverage Period:  A stand will be covered (as alfalfa) for the first 5 years after its planting date.  From 6 years and older it will be covered as mixed forage.


If for 2005, your stand is over 5 years old and wish it to be covered under NAP you must purchase coverage for mixed forage.
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ACREAGE REPORTS





We will gladly accept late-filed crop acreage reports from those of you who forgot to certify before the deadline.  There is a nominal fee of $20.00 per farm for verifying the acres you report.  Call us for an appointment.





DCP SIGN-UP CONTINUES





If you are one of the few farmers who didn’t sign up for the Direct and Counter Cyclical Program (DCP), you still have time.  September 30th is the final date to apply for the 2004 program; however it will cost you $100 per farm.





2005 EQIP





Beginning October 1, 2004, FSA will no longer have any administrative responsibility for the Environmental


 Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  Everything from applications to payments will be handled by NRCS.





IT IS TIME TO COMPLETE CONSERVATION WORK





Farmers participating in the EQIP program need to complete their 2004 year practices outlined in your conservation plan.  Once the practices are complete, bring the receipts into the office.  Payments will be issued after NRCS reviews the work and approves the receipts.  2004 year practices should be completed by September 15, 2004 so that we may issue payments by September 30, 2004.





FARM-STORED FACILITY LOANS





FSA has low-interest funds to help you build or upgrade storage facilities.  New upright, bunker type or open silo structures designed to hold corn silage are now eligible for loans.  Of course structures for whole kernel grain are also eligible.  Structures cannot be used to store haylage.  August interest rate is 4.125%.
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Class I milk prices have dropped off the last few months.  If the price falls below the $16.94 target price, we will begin issuing MILC payments again.  If there are producers who would like to participate in this program, please call the office for further details and requirements.  





August MILC rates - $0





NEW EMPLOYEES�


I would like to introduce myself.  My name is Amy Hackler and I am the new County Executive Director for Bent County.  I started my FSA career in this very office 4 ½ years ago.  I started as a Part-time temporary program technician and then moving up to the Rocky Ford office in 2001, as a Full time permanent farm loan technician.  I was the PT for both Otero and Pueblo offices.  I completed six months of County Office Training in 4 county offices throughout the state and have been in the CED position for 5 weeks now.  I currently live in Fowler, but look forward to moving to the county.  I encourage you to stop by and meet both of us and we would like to meet you as well.





I would also like to introduce Tom Grasmick, the new Temporary Program Technician originally from Granada.  He has a good working background of agriculture and farm programs.  I would like to welcome Tom and I would hope that you would stop by and welcome him also.
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SHEEP PROGRAM





USDA’s proposed Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Program is still going through the clearance process and as a result, the sign-up period has been postponed.  The program is designed to enhance the competitiveness of the domestic lamb and sheep industry by paying producers up to $18 per head for ewe lambs purchased or retained between August 1, 2003 and July 31, 2004.





Contact your local FSA office for program regulations.











