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”Honeybees must tap 2 million flowers  to make 1 pound of honey.” 











2004 County Committee Election


Nominations for the county committee election were due in the county office by the close of business September 5. The next step in the election process is the mailing of the ballots, which will begin on October 18.


Date of Election = December 6, 2004


Signed ballots must be postmarked or returned to this office by December 6.  Ballots will be counted on December 13 at 9:30 a.m. in the county office. Interested producers are invited to witness the ballot count.


Candidates for County Committee Election LAA-1                                          (Nelson Road North to County Line)                                                                                                     This is a 3-year term


Bill Hasebush


Bill has  farmed for 46 years and raises irrigated corn, alfalfa, and barley. He also raises Holstein heifers. Bill is a member of Farm Bureau and has been a COC member since 1992.
































Final 2004 DCP Payments


Your final 2004 Direct Payment for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) were issued in October. 2004 Direct payment rates are:


Wheat-$.52/bu�
Oats - $.024/bu�
Corn - $.28/bu�
�
Barley - $.24/bu�
Grain Sorghum - $.35/bu�
Sunflowers - $.80/cwt�
�
If you received an advance payment, your final payment will be based on 50% of these rates.


2005 DCP Sign Up Starts October 1


The Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) sign-up period for fiscal year 2005 is from October 1, 2004 to June 1, 2005. The CCC-509 form, “Direct and Counter-cyclical Program Contract,” includes base acres, payment acres, payment yields, producer payment shares, advance direct and counter-cyclical payment selections and signatures of the producer and county office representative.


The CCC-509 must be submitted by June 1, 2005. All owners and operators who will share in the DCP payments on the farm must sign the CCC-509. Forms with signatures that are obtained after June 1, 2005, but before September 30, 2005, will be accepted, but the farm will be assessed a late-file sign-up fee of $100.


Producers must apply for DCP on an annual basis and can opt out of participating in DCP for any year if they so choose.


The following documents are required and applicable determinations must be made before the county committee can approve a producer’s share on the CCC-509 for payment:


A farm-operating plan (CCC-502 and related forms)


An average adjusted gross income certification (CCC-526)


A certification of compliance with highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions (AD-1026)


Electronic DCP Payment Service (eDCP)


eDCP service allows ag producers to enroll in DCP online. Access to the eDCP service is available to all USDA customers who are eligible to participate in DCP. But, first, you must register for a USDA eAuthentication Level 2 Account . Visit the FSA website for more information at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov


       2004 Counter-Cyclical Payments


Counter-Cyclical payment rates for 2004 were announced and a 35% advance payment was issued in October .  If applicable, a second 35% advance will be issued in February 2005. Final counter-cyclical payments will be issued in July 2004 for wheat and oats and October 2004 for corn, sorghum, and soybeans.


Crop�
Rate�
35% of Rate�
�
Wheat (bu)�
0.1000�
0.0350�
�
Corn (bu)�
0.4000�
0.1400�
�
Grain Sorghum (bu)�
0.2700�
0.0945�
�
Barley (bu)�
0.1500�
0.0525�
�
Oats (bu)�
0.0160�
0.0056�
�
 


Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Payment Program (ELRRPP)


Signup period for the ELRRPP began October 25, 2004. An ending date has not yet been established. Eligible producers may file an application for benefits any time during the signup period. Applications shall be filed in the county where the sheep and lamb operation is physically located.


Eligible Sheep and Lamb operation may include any individual or entities that are engaged in an operation that raises sheep and lamb in the United States for sale that meet the following requirements:


has a beneficial interest in a sheep and lamb operation


has a financial risk in the sheep and lamb operation


is a citizen of, or legal resident alien in, the United States	


To be eligible for a ewe lamb payment of $18 per head, the sheep and lamb operation must:


Have purchased or retained ewe lambs for breeding purposes between August 1, 2003 and July 31, 2004.


Have retained the qualifying lambs in the herd for at least complete offspring lambing cycle.


Be engaged in the business of producing and marketing agricultural products at the time of filing the application.


Not have received funds under the Lamb Meat Adjustment Assistant Program (LMAAP) for the same ewe lamb.


Certify that the ewe lamb met all qualifying characteristics at the same time during at least part of the base period.


Apply for payment during the application period.


To be eligible the ewe lamb during at least part of the base period must:


Not have been older than 18 months


Not have produced an offspring


Be in compliance with scrapie and state ID requirements


Not possess—Parrot Mouth, Foot Rot, or Scrapie


NAP Deadline Approaching


The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) can soften financial losses caused by natural disasters, but only if you’ve timely applied for coverage and paid the application fee. The application deadline date for certain 2004 NAP crops is approaching.


NAP kicks in when natural disasters result in a catastrophic loss of production or prevented planting of an eligible crop. NAP coverage is equivalent to that provided Catastrophic Risk Protection Plan (CAT) insurance and is available for commercial crops or agricultural commodities produced for food or fiber for which CAT is not available. NAP coverage is not available for livestock.


Producers who already have coverage on 2004 NAP crops may choose to continue coverage on the same crops for 2005, if applicable service fee is paid by the application closing date. A new CCC-471, application for coverage, does not require a signature when applying for continuous coverage of the same crop or crops.


Producers who choose to add or delete a crop from previous year’s coverage or change crop shares must timely file a new CCC-471 and timely pay a service fee.


Producers with 2004 NAP coverage must remember to complete the following to qualify for benefits:


Timely file acreage reports and keep track of harvested production using acceptable methods. For example, bale weights or other means of determining quantities of hay are required.


File a Notice of Loss within 15 days of when the loss is apparent.


NAP application deadlines for 2005 are: 						Nov 20, 2004 - Apples										Dec 1, 2004 - Alfalfa, Grass, Honey, Mixed Forage				Mar 15, 2005 - Forage Sorghum, NI Corn, Oats, 							  Sunflowers, Vegetables								





   Linkage for Disaster Program


Producers who received a disaster payment for the 2002 Crop Disaster Program (CDP) and who did not have a crop insurance policy are reminded of the requirement to purchase Buy-Up Crop Insurance for the 2005 year. If insurance is not available for your crop, you must purchase Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) coverage from FSA. Failure to purchase insurance or NAP requires you to refund the disaster payment with interest.


FSA to Assist Crop Insurance


The Ag Risk Protection Act requires FSA to assist the Risk Management Agency (RMA) improve the integrity of the crop insurance program. We have been asked to monitor the program, report problems to RMA and assist RMA and insurance providers when auditing certain claims. FSA will refer all suspected cases of fraud, waste, and abuse to RMA. You are encouraged to report suspected cases of fraud or abuse to our office. We are not involved with the decision making process. We are merely assisting RMA by gathering facts and reporting observations as they pertain to weather and crop planting, maintenance, and harvest.


Hard White Wheat Incentive Payments (HWWIP)


USDA is encouraging the planting of hard white wheat. The Farm Bill made available $20 million for hard white wheat incentive payments for the 2003-2005 crops. The production incentive payment rate is $.20/bu on production up to 60 bu per acre. An additional incentive payment of $2.00 per acre is available to producers who plant certified seed. However, planting certified seed is not a requirement for receiving the per bushel incentive payment. To receive the per bushel payment, the hard white wheat must grade #2 or higher. In addition, it must be sold for domestic food use of export. Contact our office for more information.





EQIP Changes Hands


For years, the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) has been jointly administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Beginning Oct 1, NRCS will take over all administrative services for EQIP. NRCS will be the point of contact for all EQIP services—administrative and otherwise—after September 30. 


Salmon Recertified for Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)


Salmon producers covered by the recertified Washington petition may apply for benefits by submitting a completed FSA-229 starting November 1, 2004—January 31, 2005, at the closest FSA County Office or USDA Service Center. Applications received late cannot be approved for cash benefits.


Acceptable production evidence must be submitted at the time of application, but no later than January 31, 2005. This evidence must verify salmon marketings of approved marketings in Washington from January 2003 through December 2003. 


TAA applicants under any FY 2005 petition shall submit documentation verifying that the applicants net income from fishing was lower in 2003 than in 2001. This documentation must be submitted by Close of Business September 30, 2005.


Designation by Landowner Method of Division 


When a change occurs in the ownership or operation of a farm, a farm reconstitution is in order. For example, if you sell all or part of the farm or someone else starts operating part of the farm, a farm division is in order.


In Colorado, there are four potential methods for dividing a farm:


Estate (based on Will of decedent)


Designation by Landowner (when there is an ownership change)


DCP Cropland (applicable to base acres for tract divisions only), and


Default (applicable to base acres for farm divisions only).


The designation by landowner method is the division of acreage bases, allotments and quotas in the manner agreed to by the parent farm owner and purchaser or transferee. This method may be elected when all or part of a farm changes ownership.


To use this method, the land that is sold must have been owned for al least three years, and the owner of the parent farm and the purchaser must file a signed written memorandum of understanding (MOU) designating which tracts receive the crop basis. The MOU must be filed before the farm is reconstituted and prior to any subsequent transfer of ownership.
































 Farm commodity�
Environmental�
�
Farm loan�
Emergency assistance�
�
Conservation�
Domestic and international food  assistance�
�
 FSA strives to provide friendly and efficient customer service to enhance the ability of the small, limited– resource, beginning, and socially disadvantaged family farmers and ranchers to operate successfully. FSA also provides innovative leadership to improve and reduce the cost of operations and services.


FSA is responsible for:  Supporting commodity prices and producer income, through loans, purchases, and direct payments; Balancing supply and demand for certain commodities; Providing emergency and non –insured assistance programs; Conserving production resources and protecting the environment, through cost-sharing and conservation reserve contracts with producers; and Providing a program of supervised credit and loan guarantees to ensure credit is available to farmers unable to obtain funds to operate a successful farm business.


FSA County Committees


County offices administer all FSA programs. The County Committee (COC) is a grassroots approach to give farmers and ranchers a much-needed say in how federal actions affect their communities and individual operations. The COC is accountable to the State Committee (STC); oversees the work of the county office and the County Executive Director (CED) who manages the county office; and acts in an advisory capacity to the Farm Loan Manager (FLM).


The County Committee system goes back to the 1930s, when Congress set up a system in which federal farm programs were administered locally. The members on county Committees are nominated and elected by local producers who are eligible to participate in FSA programs.


The COC is democracy in action. Once elected by their peers to the committee, local producers make important decisions about how FSA programs will be carried out in the county. They are a direct ink between the farm community and the USDA. The COC also acts as a board of directors for the county office.


Each COC consists of 3—5 members. The committee may also include advisors who are appointed by the State Committee to advocate for underrepresented groups and assist in outreach activities. The COC must see that programs are consistent with federal law, regulations, policies, procedures, and instructions.





The COC has four major areas of responsibility:


Producers�
Public information/outreach�
�
Program�
Equal opportunity�
�
Committees make decisions on:  Commodity price support loans and payments; Establishment of allotments, yields, and marketing quotas; farmers loans; conservation programs; Incentive, indemnity, and disaster payments for some commodities; other farm disaster assistance.


To carry out its responsibilities, the County Committee: Hires and supervises the CED; Reviews work plans, operations, and finances; Performs field duties in special cases; Hears requests for reconsiderations or appeals of county decisions; and Makes recommendations to the State Committee.


County Committee Elections


Each summer, it’s time to nominate and then vote for farmers to serve on the Farm Service Agency County Committees across the state. FSA urges are producers to seriously consider running for a term on the County Committee.


Important dates for this year’s election


Aug 1	   	Request nomination forms from the local FSA office and 				begin making nominations


Sep 5	   	Last day to file nomination forms with the FSA office


Nov 18		Ballots mailed to eligible voters


Dec 1		Last day to return voted and signed ballots to the FSA 					office


Jan 1, 2004	Elected committee members and alternates take office


Who Can Vote


Farm owners, operators, tenants, and sharecroppers of legal voting age can vote if they are eligible to take part in any FSA program. Check with your local FSA office for more information.


Nominations


A nomination form signed by the nominee is needed to nominate a farmer-candidate. The form includes a statement that the candidate agrees to serve if elected. Nomination forms must be received in the local office by September 5.


Almost anyone eligible to take part in a local FSA program may be a candidate for the committee.


Nomination forms are available on the Internet for the first time: www.fsa.usda.gov 


Don’t Miss out on Voting


The 2003 election will end December 1. Ballots will be mailed to voters by November 18. They must be completed and signed, then return them to the FSA county office by December 1.


Clarifications for Barring Federal Debtors


Individuals owing a delinquent nontax debt to the Federal Government are Ineligible for Federal financial assistance including direct loans (other than disaster loans), loan insurance or quarantees—ineligibility extends to Marketing Assistance Loans, Loan Deficiency Payments and Farm Storage Facility Loans.


Producers are considered delinquent if you are:


Past due 30 or more calendar days on all or part of a farm loan payment, or


Past due 90 or more calendar days on all or part of a commodity program debt (overdisbursement) - including marketing assistance loans and loan deficiency payments, or


Past due 90 or more calendar days on your Farm Storage Facility Loan installment.


Failure to take corrective action or resolve delinquent Federal nontax debt for Marketing Assistance and/or Loan Deficiency payments issued before July 3, 2003 will require repayment plus interest.


Producers may regain eligibility for federal assistance once delinquent debt status is resolved. Individuals are encouraged to discuss debt resolution options with FSA staff. Once delinquent debts are resolved, producers are once again eligible for Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments.


Sugar Beet Disaster Program 


The sign up period begins September 15 and ends on October 31, 2003. 


 A  Fact Sheet has been sent out to sugar beet producers in Boulder County.


More information on Agriculture Assistance Act programs is available at local FSA offices or on FSA’s website at: http://disaster/fsas/usda/gov


Managed Haying and Grazing 


Cutting hay and grazing livestock on land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), in the absence of a weather-related emergency, is now acceptable if you modify the existing conservation plans for the CRP acreage to include managed haying and grazing practices. The plans must be developed in conjunction with NRCS. Certain terms and conditions apply such as signing an agreement to re-establish—at your own cost—any cover destroyed or damaged as a result of haying or grazing and to remove all hay within 10 days of being notified that the managed haying and grazing season has ended.


Annual rental payments will also be reduces by 25% for acreage that is hayed or grazed.


Beginning date for both managed haying and grazing is July 16.  Endings dates are:  October 13—Haying and November 12—Grazing.





Designation by Landowner			 Method of Division


The designation by landowner method is the division of contract acres, allotments, and quotas in the manner agreed to by the parent farm owner and purchaser or transferee.


This method of division may be used to divide tracts or farms.


The designation by landowner method may be used when any of the following apply:


Part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred


An entire farm is sold to 2 or more persons


Farm ownership is transferred to 2 or more persons


A tract is sold to 2 or more persons


Tract ownership is transferred to 2 or more persons


Land is subject to a WRP or EWRP easement. The resulting farm with all acreage under WRP or EWRP easement shall not retain any contract acres, allotments, or quotas.


The designation by landowner method shall not be used to divide allotments or quotas, if the parent farm is located in 2 or more counties and the allotments and quotas cannot be transferred from 1 county to another by sale, lease or owner.


















































Dates To Remember ~


Hard White Wheat Incentive Program (HWWIP)


Oct 1, 2003, through May 31, 2005, for crop year 2004


Oct 1, 2003 through May 31, 2006, for crop year 2005.


Annual signup for each crop year 2003 through 2005


Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Payment Program (ELRRPP)


October 25, 2004


Sign up


Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)


November 1, 2004 – January 31, 2005


Sign up


Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)  (NAP)


15 days after disaster condition occurs to report loss to county office


Production reporting date for 2003 crop:  July 15, 2004





Application closing date for 2005: 


Nov 20, 2004	Apples


Dec 1, 2004	Alfalfa, Mixed Forage, Grass, Honey


September 1, 2003	Triticale


March 1 15, 2005		Vegetables, NI corn, forage 							sorghum,    oats, soybeans


2004 Election


November 8, 2004


Ballots mailed to eligible voters


December 6, 2004


Last day to return completed ballots


December 13, 2004


COC counts ballots


Office Closed


November 11, 2004 – Veterans Day


November 25, 2004 – Thanksgiving Day


December 24, 2004 – Christmas Eve


December 31, 2004 – New Year’s Eve


2005 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP)


October 1, 2004 – June 1, 2005


Sign up


2004 LDP Signup Deadlines:


Jan 31, 2005	     Wool and Mohair


Mar 31, 2005     Barley, Honey, Oats, Wheat


May 31, 2005	     Corn, Grain Sorghum, Sunflower   
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Foreign Investors are required to report any agricultural land acquisitions or sales within 90 days of the contract closing. Failure to do so may result in penalties of up to 25% of the land value being assessed. This law applies to individuals as well as entities owned wholly or in part by foreigners.











�


December 1—December 19


Proceeds donated to the OUR Center


Drop off locations ~


Boulder County Farm Service Agency			 	   First MainStreet (formerly First National Bank of Longmont)


401 Main Street


Hover & Bent Way


1650 Pace Street


512 4th Avenue


Rocky Mountain Offices—Sekich Business Park


4309 State Hwy 66


Thanks for your support:


First MainStreet Bank


Rocky Mountain Offices	


St. Vrain Valley Young Farmers


Northeast Boulder County/St. Vrain Super Swine 4-H Clubs                        








“An average worker honeybee produces 1/12 of a teaspoon of honey in her lifetime.”








The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs and activities on the bases of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact the USDA’s Target Center at 202-720-2600 (voice & TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice & TDD) USDA 


is an equal opportunity provider and employer











If you completed a CCC-709, remember to bring in production evidence from the date of harvest .


If you have stored commodities, a CCC-633 can be completed on the day  you wish to lock in the LDP rate prior to sale. Call the office or check the FSA website for rates


If grain was fed out, you have 60 days from the date of harvest to provide production information to be used to determine the yield using the whole grain quantity harvested on your farm.





eLDPs are available to eligible producers in all 50 states.  Look under the heading FSA eGOV on the FSA website at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
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Boulder-Jefferson County FSA						Office Hours


9595 Nelson Road, Box A						Monday – Friday 7:30 to 4:00


Longmont, CO  80501


(303) 776-1242							Office Staff


(303) 684-9893  FAX						          						  Jean Turner, CED


								          								  Teresa Griffith, PTDana Bachman, PT


County Committee						              Dana Bachman, PT


Bill Hazelnut, Chairperson


Bob Clyncke, Vice-Chairperson


Mike Laber, Member


Bonnie Smith, Minority Advisor							          











“If winter is slumber and spring is birth, and summer is life, then autumn rounds out to be reflection. It's a time of year when the leaves are down and the harvest is in and the perennials are gone. Mother Earth just closed up the drapes on another year and it's time to reflect on what's come before.”                                                     ~ Mitchell Burgess, Northern Exposure, Thanksgiving, 1992 


























“Check LDP prices on your computer by logging onto the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov and selecting Colorado in the “Daily LDP Rate” box. “
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All changes to your farming operation must be reported to our office in order to keep our records updated. This includes buying, selling, removal from ag use land and change of operator. Updates must be made prior to enrolling in new programs.


Direct deposit records need to be updated so payments can be properly made. Also, if there are changes to addresses, telephone numbers, etc.


A husband and wife may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is made to the County Office from either spouse.











“Opportunity is missed by most people, because it’s dressed in overalls and looks like work.”


~ Thomas Edison “The farmer is the only man in our economy who buys everything he buys at retail, sells everything he sells at wholesale, and pays the freight both ways.”


-President John F. Kennedy


r








Minority Farm Register 


Minority producers can join a new voluntary register to ensure that they receive the latest farm program information from the Farm Service Agency.


By joining the register, minority producers may receive outreach materials, newsletters, and program announcemnts from FSA and other USDA agencies. They may also receive information from USDA-approved outreach partners, such as community-based organizations, faith-based organizations and minority-serving educaitonal institutions. USDA will control access to the register.


The register application is available at the county office or from approved USDA outreach partners.


Information is available on the Farm Service Agency’s Website at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.forms.sc.egov.usda/eforms/mainservlet" ��www.forms.sc.egov.usda/eforms/mainservlet�, and at www.usda.gov/cr








If You Unlock It—Lock It Back!


If You Open It—Close It!


If You Borrow It—Return It!


If You Lose It—Replace It!


If You Don’t Know It—Ask!


If You Drive It—Check The Oil!


If It Don’t Concern You—Don’t Mess With It!


If You Turn It On—Turn It Off!


If You Break It—Fix It!


If You Move It—Put It Back!


If You Ride It—Feed It!


If It Drinks Water—Give It Some!


If You Fall Off It—Get Back On It!











BARN RULES





“October is . . . 				 National Pork Month”
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