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	ADVANCE PAYMENTS FOR 2004


	Corn
	$0.14 per bushel

	Barley
	$0.12 per bushel

	Oat
	$0.012 per bushel

	Wheat
	$0.26 per bushel

	Soybean
	$0.22 per bushel






DCP SIGN UP UNDERWAY
We can now issue 2004 direct payments under the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program.  Update your DCP contract and put the advance payment to work for your farm today.  Farmers who want to update their contracts need to address land and business issues.

· Will you continue to rent the same property you rented last year?  If not, notify the office so we can update your farm records or perform a reconstitution to remove land from your farming operation.

· If the land in your operation will not change, do you have a signed lease from the landowner?  A signed rental agreement indicating you have land cash leased for 2004 is required to receive an advance payment.

· A cash-rent certification may be used if you rented the land last year, however, an advance payment cannot be issued for the farm until June 1, 2004.

· Are you changing the structure of your operation?  For example, is the farm converting from and individual to a partnership or Limited Liability Corporation (LLC)?  Are you changing shares within the business or is one of the shareholders leaving the business?  These questions need to be answered prior to sign-up.

Status Date

The status of an individual or entity on April 1 of the applicable program year is the basis for determining the number of "persons" for payment limitation purposes for that year. Actions taken by an individual or entity after that date to increase the number of "persons" will not be recognized for the current program year. For example, if an individual holds more than 50 percent interest in a corporation, as of the status date, the individual and entity will be considered one "person" for the applicable year.

Highly Erodible Land (HEL)

Before you drop the plow in the ground, ask yourself if you know the residue requirements and cropping rotation for the field.  If not, check the conservation plan you agreed to with NRCS.  Violating Highly Erodible Land (HEL) rules can cost you all program benefits from the MILC, Direct and Counter-Cyclical, disaster or other federal farm programs.

Land Changes

If you have purchased land, sold land or are renting different land, make sure you report the changes to the FSA office as they occur.  For farm ownership changes, you will need to provide a recorded deed or recorded land contract.  

REQUIRED ACREAGE REPORTING

Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for programs.  Producers are required to file an      FSA-578 by the applicable final reporting date, which is July 15th.  

· Prevented planted acreage is required to be submitted no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date for the applicable crop.

· Failed acreage shall be filed before the disposition of the crop.
NAP (Non-Insured Assistance Program) Deadlines

NOTICE OF LOSS (CCC-576, PART B)

· Within 15 days after the date the disaster condition occurred or damage to the crop became apparent.

ACREAGE REPORTING DATE (FSA-578)

· July 15th

REPORT OF PRODUCTION

· For each crop for which an acreage report is file, the producer must report all production for that acreage no later than the subsequent crop year acreage reporting date.  For the 2004 crop year, production must be reported no later than July 15, 2005.  This date does not apply to honey or value loss crops.
PAYMENT APPLICATION (CCC-576, PART G)
· Must be filed no later than the immediate subsequent crop year acreage reporting date for the crop.  For the 2004 crop year, the application for payment must be done no later than July 15, 2005 but is normally done prior to this date.
FSA/NRCS CHANGING TO GEOLOGICAL INFORMATION SYSTEM (GIS) FOR MAPPING

A Geographic Information System (GIS) is an automated system used to visualize, manage and analyze geographic information. A GIS operation utilizes coordinates of latitude and longitude to identify locations anywhere on the earth’s surface. The Farm Service Agency has many program activities that are land based, and GIS is ideally suited to store and utilize producer information on individual farms and fields.

Historically, FSA offices have maintained aerial photographs. In the spring of 2004, all Cheyenne County aerial map data will be converted to and maintained in a digital (GIS) environment by computers. The Common Land Units (CLU) will be used to identify fields or the smallest area of land with a common producer, owner and common land management surrounded by a contiguous boundary.   Sometime in the future you will receive a mailing showing your new Common Land Units and you will be asked to verify the accuracy of the new determinations.  Once the CLU’s are “certified” they will be the only source of land images and acreage determinations for the future.  

When GIS is fully operational at FSA, producers will be able to report their acreage, and make farm record changes easily. Land measurements previously determined using a wheel or chain will soon be replaced by global positioning systems (GPS) that measure and plot boundaries with coordinates provided by satellites. 

Soybean Referendum

The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced that they will offer soybean producers the opportunity to request a referendum on the Soybeans Promotion and Research Order as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act.

Requesting a Soybean Referendum can be done at your local USDA County Farm Service Agency Offices.  To be eligible to participate, producers must certify and provide documentation that shows that they produced soybeans and paid an assessment on the soybeans during the period of January 1, 2002 through December 31, 2003.

Beginning on May 3, 2004 and continuing through May 28, 2004 producers may obtain a form to request from County FSA Office either in person or by sending a request by mail or fax.  Forms may also be obtained from: http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsg/mpb/rp-soy.htm.

Individual producers and other producer entities may request a referendum at the County FSA office where their administrative farm records are maintained.  For the producer not participating in FSA programs, the opportunity to request a referendum will be provided at the County FSA Office where the producer owns or rents land.  Mail in requests must be postmarked by May 28, 2004, and received in the County FSA Office by June 7, 2004.  All other request made by facsimile or in person, must be received in the County FSA Office by May 28, 2004.

USDA will conduct a referendum on the order if at least 10 percent of the 663,880 soybean producers requesting a referendum, provided that no more than one-fifth be producers from one State.  The request for referendum is mandated by the act.  The act requires that the Secretary of Agriculture conduct a request for referendum every five years after the initial referendum, which was conducted in 1994.  USDA monitors activities of the United Soybean Board.  The mandatory program is financed by an assessment of one-half of 1 percent of the net market value of the soybeans.  Notice of the soybean request for referendum will be published in the March 25, 2004, Federal Register.  You can access an electronic version of this release through http://www.ams.usda.gov/news/newsrel.htm
PAYMENT LIMITATION

Producers are reminded that the farm-operating plan that is on file for your operation should accurately reflect the structure of your farming operation.  If you have made changes to your operation, you must file an update to the farm-operating plan.

Each year a number of producers are selected for spot check to ensure that the farming operation does business during the year the same way they indicated on their farm-operating plan.  This translates that inputs and the outputs to the operation are made the same manner.

Please be reminded that marketing commodities or doing any other type of business that may affect Farm Service Agency programs or payments is done with the proper individual or business name(s).  If this does not occur then the individual(s) or businesses may be ineligible for payments through FSA.  For example, if you have filed your payment limitation paperwork as a joint venture with a husband and wife as members, then to receive a payment on the Hard White Wheat Incentive Program, both of those names should be included on all seed receipts, invoices, etc…  If you should have questions, please contact your local FSA office for further clarification.

Trade Adjustment Assistance for Farmers 
Overview
Under the Trade Adjustment Assistance for Farmers, the Department of Agriculture provides technical assistance and cash benefits to eligible producers of raw agricultural commodities. A group must first petition the Secretary for assistance. If the Secretary determines that the national average price in the most recent marketing year for a commodity is less than 80 percent of the national average price in the preceding 5 marketing years and that increases in imports of that commodity contributed importantly to the decline in price, producers will be eligible for assistance. The statute authorizes an appropriation of not more than $90 million for each fiscal year from 2003 through 2007 to carry out the program.

Eligibility to Petition
A group of agricultural commodity producers or qualified fishermen in the United States or their authorized representative may file a petition for trade adjustment assistance. The petitioners shall indicate if they are filing on behalf of all producers in the United States, or if they are filing solely on behalf of producers in a specifically identified impacted area. If the Secretary determines that the eligibility requirements have been satisfied, the producers covered by the petition shall be certified as eligible for adjustment assistance.

The petition form FAS-930 may be found on the Internet at: www.fas.usda.gov/taa/fas930.pdf or www.sc.egov.usda.gov. The petition can also be requested by phone at (202) 720-2916 or by writing to: USDA, Foreign Agricultural Service, Trade Adjustment Assistance, STOP 1021, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-1021, or by e-mail at: trade.adjustment@fas.usda.gov
Producer Eligibility
Only producers covered by a certification of eligibility may apply for adjustment assistance. Producers covered by a certification will be notified how to apply for adjustment assistance.

Application Process
After petitions are approved by FAS, applications for adjustment assistance shall be made in person, by fax, or electronically at the FSA office where the producer’s records are kept. If the producer has had no previous contact with FSA, the producer shall apply for adjustment assistance at the nearest FSA county office. Producers may request advice from FSA regarding the preparation and submission of applications for assistance. Eligible producers will complete an FSA-229, Application for Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) for Individual Producers, which will be available at www.sc.egov.usda.gov or at the local county FSA office. Applications must be received at the local FSA office within 90 days after the group has been certified eligible for TAA payments.




IMPORTANT DATES:





May 31, 2004 – Memorial Day


                         (office closed)





May 31, 2004 – Hard White Wheat Incentive Program Deadline 





May 31, 2004 – Last day to apply for Loans. (Corn, Sorghum, Sunflowers)





July 15th – Final date to report NAP production for the 2003 crop year.





July 15th – Final date to make application for 2003 NAP payment





July 15th – Acreage Reporting Deadline





Direct Deposit is Mandatory





As of January 1, 1999, all payments issued by the County FSA office will be by direct deposit (electronic funds transfer) to a pre-designated checking or savings account with your financial institution.  Forms are available at the FSA office to sign up for direct deposit.  For those already signed up, it is important that we are notified anytime there is a change in your account number or financial institution.  If we are not notified, future payments can be delayed or lost for a period of time.
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“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s Target center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).





To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).





USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer





Controlled Substance





Any person who is convicted under Federal or State law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium poppies and other drug producing plants.  Additional controlled substance requirements for certain USDA programs could include violation for possession and distribution.








