USDA UPDATE BY Rod Johnson, November 3, 2004
Wind, snow and freezing temperatures dominated the weather picture this past week.  The high winds have caused a lot of tumble weeds to fill portions of milo, corn and sunflower fields, buried fences, windbreaks and generally created a real mess to clean up.  Around farmsteads, the weeds pose a fire hazard and need to be cleaned out.  Snow amounts were heaviest in the center of the county.
STAFF SHORTAGE
The USDA Service Center along with other Federal and state agencies will be closed on Thursday, November 11, in observance of the Veteran’s Day Holiday.  Also the office will have only one or two employees available the entire week of November 8-12 due to 3 employees being involved in training in Colorado Springs.  Please try to schedule all office visits, except for Loan Deficiency Payment applications (LDP), the following week of November 15.

SIGNUP FOR 2005 PROGRAM

The FSA office is beginning concentrating on taking 2005 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) signup the week of November 15 for those producers who wish to receive advance payments in this tax year BEFORE January 1, 2005.  It would be a big help if you would call the FSA Office BEFORE you come in to signup so we can get your records and contracts ready.  This will save you time. We are asking all producers who want advance payments AFTER, January 1, 2005 to please wait until December to request contracts for signup.  FSA has established a new web-based signup process where you should be able to signup your farms from home.  The problem is that his process is still in the introductory stage and does not have all of the bugs worked out so it would be best to contact the FSA Office for signup at this time.  To be able to access your farm records at home you will first need to contact the FSA Office to get authority and passwords to use this sign-up option from home.  We will let you know when this new process is fully operational.
KIOWA COUNTY USDA CONTACT INFO

Telephone 719-438-5851 FSA (Ext 2), NRCS (Ext 3).  E-mail individuals firstname.lastname@ co.usda.gov  (Example rod.johnson@co.usda.gov, , walt.immer, nadene.gaynor, dawna.weirich, charla.ferris, marvin.watson,  marlin.miller, brett.jones) Kiowa County FSA Web Site – http://www.fsa.usda.gov/co/County%20Webs/Kiowa_county.htm  

2004 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, OAT SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT

                                            Loan Rate
Oct 28
Oct 29
Nov 1
Nov 2
Nov 3
YELLOW CORN/bu


$ 2.06

$1.84 
$1.84 
$1.81

$1.78

$1.78
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.39

$2.82

$2.82

$2.75

$2.70

$2.70
OATS







$ 1.40

$1.37

$1.39

$1.40

$1.36

$1.37
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)
$ 9.30

$10.84
$11.11
$11.11
$11.11
$11.11
WHEAT/bu





$ 2.65

$3.20

$3.25

$3.21

$3.15

$3.17
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.
