USDA UPDATE by Rod Johnson – December 10, 2003

This past week we have had 5 new computers installed in the FSA Office.  One of the computers will be used to work with updating our aerial photography when it is available in the computer this next spring.  This is just the next step in improving our operations and coordinating information throughout USDA agencies.  In the past couple of years USDA has established a common database of name and addresses so a change made at one agency will be available to all USDA to eliminate duplication of efforts.  The goal of all of this upgrading is to improve record keeping and bring better service and information to agricultural producers and other customers of USDA.

OFFICES CLOSED

USDA Offices will be closed December 25 for the Christmas Holiday and will be very short staffed on the 24th and 26th.  Please try to schedule your visits to the office earlier that week or wait until the following week.  As always it would be good to call ahead if you are making a special trip to the office.

NAP GRASS LOSS

The County Committee has completed work on establishing the 2003 native grass loss percentage for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and has submitted the proposed loss to the District Director.  The State FSA Office did not allow County Committees to consider dividing a county into different loss areas.  Because of this, the loss is a blend of the grass loss across the county.  The loss will be compared to losses established in surrounding counties.  As soon as the loss is approved, the payment process can be completed.  Grass producers will need sign documents one more time when we can get the payment portion of the application completed.  We will give NAP grass payments a high priority once the loss is approved.

OTHER NAP LOSSES

The FSA Office has begun issuing payments on 2003 NAP losses on other crops.  Yields, prices and other information for crops covered by NAP must be downloaded to the county office.  This process has had glitches with data for some crops but hopefully it is getting close to being resolved.  If you had a loss in 2003 on any NAP crop in the county you need to turn in any production records as soon as possible.  Hopefully you have already filed a notice of loss application if your production was low or the crop totally failed.  If you have not yet reported the loss, you must do so as soon as possible.  Late reporting of losses can result in ineligibility for payment.

2003 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, SUNFLOWERS, WHEAT & OATS

                                            Loan Rate             Dec 4     Dec 5     Dec 8     Dec 9     Dec10    

YELLOW CORN/bu          $2.07                    $2.46      $2.43      $2.43      $2.44      $2.44      

GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt    $3.46                    $4.23      $4.12      $4.11      $4.10      $413.

OATS/bu                             $1.41                    $1.48      $1.47      $1.46      $1.46      $1.48

SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)  $9.83                    $10.95    $11.21    $11.21    $11.21    $11.21

WHEAT/bu                         $2.75                    $3.91      $3.88      $3.76      $3.78      $3.77

The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.

