USDA UPDATE by Rod Johnson - December 3, 2003
As we approach the Holiday season, we have several employees who will be taking annual leave.  If you want to request payments, crop loans or have other work to complete at the FSA or NRCS Offices during December, please contact us as soon as possible.  Both NFSA and NRCS offices will be very short staffed the week of December 22 through 26 so it would be best if you could schedule office visits before or after that week.
NAP GRASS LOSS
The County Committee is in the process of establishing the percentage of grass loss in the county for 2003.  The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for native grass is different than for other crops in that it is figured on an area average loss and not a specific loss for each pasture.  In 2003 there is a considerable difference in the growth of native range in the county from fair to good mainly in the eastern portion of the county to extremely poor in the western portion of the county.  This creates a real dilemma for the County Committee in establishing the county wide loss.  We do hope to have the loss determined sometime in December.   

DISASTER DECLARATION

On October 6, 2003, Governor Bill Owens requested that Secretary Ann M. Veneman make Farm Service Agency (FSA) emergency (EM) loans available to all eligible farmers in 26 Colorado counties due to losses caused by drought and insect infestation that occurred from January 31, 2003, and continuing.

Upon approval of those 26 counties, 17 other Colorado counties (including Kiowa) will be named as a contiguous counties where eligible family farmers may qualify for EM loan assistance, pursuant to section 321(a) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act.
CROP DISASTER PAYMENTS
The FSA Office is continuing to process and issue 2001/2002 crop disaster payments.  As of November 27 the Kiowa County office had issued $5,994,085 in payments which is the second largest amount of payments issued by any Colorado county.  The FSA Office staff has greatly appreciated everyone's cooperation and patience throughout this process.
DIRECT DEPOSITS
Many of our FSA payments are now made using Direct Deposit of funds to your bank account.  It is very important that you make sure you notify us when you change banks.  This will save a considerable amount of time resolving payments that are sent to the wrong bank.
INTEREST RATES

The interest rate for commodity loans disbursed in December is 2.375%.  The interest rate for farm storage facility loans approved in December is 3.75%.
2003 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE
CORN, SORGHUM, SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT




        





Loan Rate 
Nov 27
Nov 28
Dec 1

Dec 2

Dec 3 

YELLOW CORN/bu       
$ 2.07

$2.36   
$2.38

$2.40

$2.42

$2.42
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.46  

$4.15

$4.09 
$4.14

$4.16

$4.15
OATS







$ 1.41

$1.35

$1.33

$1.34

$1.42

$1.45
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL) 
$ 9.83  

$11.00
$10.95
$10.95
$10.95
$10.95
  


WHEAT/bu 





$ 2.75  

$3.71

$3.71

$3.80

$3.84

$3.83
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.

