USDA UPDATE by Rod Johnson – February 4, 2004
Finally, last week a little snow fell and dampened the top of the ground.  Moisture content was minimal (less than .20 inches) but more than we have had in the last few months.  We have a lot of catching up to do.  The average county-wide precipitation we are showing from September 2003 through the end of January 2004 is approximately 1.0 inches.  Normal average precipitation for this time period is 2.95 inches so it is very apparent we have some catching up to do.
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

USDA celebrates Black History Month in February.  The multicultural society in America has had many outstanding contributors to humanity.  Here is the story of someone who made an amazing contribution to society in spite of prejudices of the time.  Charles Richard Drew (1904-1950) pioneered the first blood bank.  As a young medical student at McGill University School of Medicine in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, he saw a blood transfusion used to save a man's life, which triggered his interest in researching blood plasma preservation.  In 1940, while working at Columbia University in New York City, Drew discovered that by separating red blood cells from plasma and freezing the two, blood could be preserved and reconstituted for later use.  He first used his system on the battlefields of Europe and the Pacific during World War II and later set up the first blood drive to supply blood for war casualties.  In 1941, he was named the director of the American Red Cross's first blood bank.  Medical historians say his system saved countless lives.  In 1944, Drew received the Spingarn Medal from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People for his contribution to medical science.

CHANGING TO GIS

In the next few months, you will begin hearing more about GIS (Geographic Information System) at FSA.  GIS is an automated system used to visualize, manage and analyze geographic information.  Eventually, farmers will be able to access maps of their fields from their home computers.  Acreage reports will be able to be prepared at home and sent electronically to the FSA Office.  In the past, FSA has maintained crop acreages on aerial photography.  In the future, FSA Offices will be maintaining aerial photography in the computer.  On January 20, the FSA Office in Eads shipped our aerial photography to a “digitizing” center in Kansas.  This center will load all of the field acreages and boundaries from our aerial photography into the computer.  With this updating we anticipate there will be numerous changes to the official acreage on fields.  When we get the data back from the digitizing center, all fields and boundaries will be checked for accuracy and corrections made.  Producers will then be sent maps showing all of the digitized fields on their farms and the new acreages that will be used for future FSA Programs.  Producers will have 30 days to review their records and contact the FSA Office if they feel there are corrections needed.  Future land measurements will be completed using GPS (Global Positioning System) that will plot boundaries and coordinates provided by satellites.  This will improve accuracy and give farmers, ranchers and the FSA office better tools for conducting operations.  The NRCS soils maps along with various other maps of data will be also be available.  Instead of referring to “tracts” of land in the future USDA will use the term “CLU” (Common Land Unit).  A CLU will be the smallest area of land with a common producer, owner and common land management surrounded by a contiguous boundary.
FEBRUARY INTEREST RATES
The interest rate for 2003 commodity loans disbursed in February is 2.250 percent down from 2.375 in January.  The interest rate for Farm Stored Facility Loans approved in February is 3.750 percent.
2003 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT

                                            Loan Rate 
Jan 29
Jan 30
Feb 2

Feb 3

Feb 4
YELLOW CORN/bu


$ 2.07

$2.58 
$2.59

$2.66

$2.63

$2.65
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.46

$4.47

$4.45 
$4.48

$4.30

$4.42
OATS







$ 1.41

$1.52

$1.52

$1.56

$1.55

$1.55
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)
$ 9.83

$11.26
$11.10
$11.10
$11.10
$11.10
WHEAT/bu





$ 2.75

$3.52

$3.60

$3.68

$3.64

$3.60
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.

