USDA UPDATE by Rod Johnson – March 31, 2004
A Value Added Small Business/Agriculture Workshop will be hosted in Eads on Wednesday, April 7, at the Fairgrounds Community Building in Eads.  Registration begins at 8:30am and costs $10 which includes continental breakfast, lunch and snacks.  Small business opportunity ideas you may have never thought of are part of the presentation.  Learn how to partner between individuals, communities and even different areas.  Don’t miss this great opportunity that doesn’t often come to Southeast Colorado.  Participating Agencies are: Colorado Department of Local Affairs, Colorado Rural Development Council, CSU Cooperative Extension, Kiowa County Economic Development Foundation, Southeastern Colorado Economic Development District, USDA Rural Development, Women Involved in Farm Economics and Rock Mountain Farmers Union.  For more information call the Kiowa County Economic Development Foundation office at 719-438-2200.
DISASTER LOAN ELIGIBILITY

Beginning March 16, 2004, Kiowa County farmers and ranchers may apply for Emergency Loans based on losses from drought in 2003.  The application period will last for 8 months.  Kiowa County producers were previously eligible for emergency loans but the application period had expired.  Cheyenne County has recently received a disaster designation and Kiowa County is eligible as a contiguous county.  Emergency Loans for Kiowa County are processed through the Prowers County FSA loan staff in Lamar.    

2004 GRAIN SORGHUM ELIGIBILITY

FSA has an established process for assigning yields for grain sorghum harvested as other than grain and for varieties not normally harvested as grain.  Grain sorghum affected are categorized into five groups; 1) dual purpose having yield potential equal to 100 percent of hybrid varieties, 2) dual purpose having a yield potential equal to 80 percent of hybrid varieties, 3) sterile varieties, 4) photo-period sensitive varieties, and 5) ineligible varieties.  The FSA Office has a list of varieties and how they are categorized at the office or you may request a copy to be mailed to you.  Visit the Kiowa County FSA Web Site at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/co/County%20Webs/Kiowa_county.htm for complete information on this matter.
WAREHOUSE CAPACITY CHANGE

Sullivan, Inc., P.O. Box 703, Ulysses, KS 67880, operating under warehouse code 8-4459 and UGRSA Agreement No. Ag20-3-CCC-0695, has increased storage capacity from 4,718,000 bu. to 7,265,000 bu. due to a warehouse code merger.  The CCC Code No. 8-3308 at Coolidge, Kansas which includes Lakin and Kendall, Kansas and Granada, Colorado locations is discontinued and these locations and capacities are merged under CCC Code No. 8-4459, Ulysses, Kansas.

2003 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT

                                            Loan Rate 
Mar 25
Mar 26
Mar 29
Mar 30
Mar 31
YELLOW CORN/bu


$ 2.07

$2.94 
$2.95 
$2.93

$2.92

$3.00
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.46

$4.90

$4.85 
$4.83

$4.82

$5.04
OATS







$ 1.41

$1.62

$1.64

$1.63

$1.66

$1.69
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)
$ 9.83

$11.96
$12.19
$12.19
$12.19
$12.19
WHEAT/bu





$ 2.75

$3.88

$3.81

$3.77

$3.76

$3.84
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.
