USDA UPDATE by Rod Johnson – April 7, 2004
Baca County continued to be the largest grain sorghum producing county in 2003 with 1,787,000 bushels.  Even with the continuing drought, Kiowa County was still the second largest grain sorghum producing county in 2003 with 574,000 bushels.  Other counties in the top five were Prowers third, Weld fourth and Cheyenne fifth.  The top five producing counties produced 73 percent of the state’s total grain sorghum crop. 
NEW NRCS EMPLOYEE

The Eads NRCS office has a new employee.  B J Jones is a recent graduate of McPherson College with a degree in Ag Business Management.   He is currently in an Intern Conservationist appointment and will be updating conservation plans and assisting with all program activities. B J is a native of the McClave area and attended school for a short time in Eads.   B J worked for NRCS in the summers during his college years and has been working in the Las Animas NRCS office.
KCCD Annual Meeting

The Kiowa County Conservation District will have their annual meeting at 6:00 PM Thursday, April 22 at Our Place Restaurant in Eads.  Nick Koch, Ag Engineer and Naval Reservist at the NRCS Area Office in La Junta, will present the program on his active duty projects in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Please RSVP to the NRCS office at 438-5851 extension 3 by Thursday, April 15 if you plan to attend.
CRP GRAZING

We have been getting questions about emergency grazing of CRP.  At this time we still do not anticipate grazing of CRP will be allowed before July 15.  CRP participants may request managed haying and grazing of CRP beginning July 16.  There will be a 25% reduction in the CRP annual rental payment for the acres hayed or grazed.  Acreage hayed or grazed in 2003 is not eligible to be hayed or grazed until 2006.  Producers must file a request to hay or graze at the FSA Office.

CROP LOSS

Be sure your report damage to NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program) crops to the FSA Office before taking any action to destroy the crop.  The main crop we are getting reports on at this time is continuous cropped wheat.   
NAP PRODUCTION
Producers who had 2003 NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program) crops, are required to report production no later than July 15, 2004.  If you had a loss in 2003, your have already provided your production records to the FSA Office.  All crops not insurable by Federal Crop Insurance private agents are considered NAP crops.
APRIL INTEREST RATES
The interest rate of commodity loans disbursed in April is 2.250 percent per annum.  Farm stored facility loans approved during March will have an interest rate of 3.375 percent per annum.  Farm stored and warehouse commodity loans on 2003 crops of grain sorghum, corn sunflowers and soybeans are still available through May 31, 2004.  Loans mature nine (9) months after the month in which the loan is disbursed.

2003 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT

                                            Loan Rate 
Apr 1

Apr 2

Apr 5

Apr 6

Apr 7
YELLOW CORN/bu


$ 2.07

$3.04 
$3.10 
$3.13

$3.13

$3.10
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.46

$5.18

$5.28 
$5.28

$5.17

$5.13
OATS







$ 1.41

$1.71

$1.76

$1.75

$1.71

$1.70
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)
$ 9.83

$12.19
$12.38
$12.38
$12.38
$12.38
WHEAT/bu





$ 2.75

$3.78

$3.81

$3.88

$3.80

$3.82
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.
