USDA UPDATE by Rod Johnson – April 14, 2004
This past week significant precipitation fell in many areas of the county.  Reports from .3 to .75 inches of precipitation have been received across the county.  Although welcome, .3 inches of top moisture will not last long due to extremely dry subsoil conditions in many areas.  Winter wheat varies greatly across the county from very good to totally destroyed.  Crop insurance loss adjusters are beginning to work in the county to release damaged wheat acres.
CROP LOSS
Regulations for reporting crop losses have changed.  Producers are now required to report failed and prevented planted acreages of ALL CROPS to FSA Offices including both INSURED AND NONINSURED.  This report should be filed after your crop insurance adjuster inspects and releases the acreage but before you destroy the crop.  This will help us keep FSA and Crop Insurance acreages consistent. The reports will be taken on a form CCC-576 and will be provided to Federal Crop Insurance adjustors.  Questions on the form that need answered are: “What cultivation practices have been and will be employed and what will be done with damaged crop acreage or prevented planting acreage?”  In addition, any producers filing for prevented planting need to provide additional information on seed, chemical and fertilizer purchased or arranged for and land preparation actions.
Planting Reminders

Under the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP), there are no set-asides and no acreage restrictions for any crops other than fruits or vegetables.  Fruits and vegetables cannot be planted on DCP base acres without penalty.  Producers with a history of planting fruits or vegetables may use that history to plant the specific fruit or vegetable on base acres without violating the program. However, for each fruit or vegetable acre planted on contract acres, the farm's payments are reduced by an acre.
BE SAFE
The advent of the planting season brings with it the hustle and bustle of getting to the fields with equipment, chemicals, and seed.  Since timely planting is a priority for all producers, methodical preparation is very important.  A successful planting season depends on farmers producing a crop while minimizing the risk to their health and that of their families.  So remember to be careful, get adequate rest, and insure your safety and the safety of those with whom you work.  
2003 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT

                                            Loan Rate 
Apr 8

Apr 9

Apr 12
Apr 13
Apr 14
YELLOW CORN/bu


$ 2.07

$3.16 
$3.17 
$3.17

$3.10

$3.01
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.46

$5.29

$5.30 
$5.30

$5.15

$4.96
OATS







$ 1.41

$1.73

$1.73

$1.73

$1.69

$1.60
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)
$ 9.83

$12.38
$12.37
$12.37
$12.37
$12.37
WHEAT/bu





$ 2.75

$3.81

$3.82

$3.82

$3.73

$3.59
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.
