USDA UPDATE by Rod Johnson – April 21, 2004
High winds of over 50 mph blew straight out of the west in eastern Colorado, Sunday April 18.  The air remained dirty all day.  Several winter wheat fields with poor stands were further decimated.  The wind also sapped moisture that had been received a week earlier.

2003 WHITE WHEAT DEADLINE

May 4, 2004 is the deadline for producers to make application for the 2003 Hard White Wheat Program.  Producers only need to sign the application by this date.  Hard White Wheat production sold after May 4, 2004, will still be eligible for the $2.00 per bushel incentive payment.  Payments are made for both acreage planted with certified, registered or foundation seed stock and for actual production sold to a CCC approved purchasing facility.   Minimum quality standards are U.S. #2 Hard White Wheat or better.  Only one application for all acreage in a county is required.  Producers may also sign an application for the 2004 Hard White Wheat Program at this time. 
ACREAGE REPORTS

Now that we are entering the busy acreage reporting season, you may want to call the office to make sure we will be able to assist you in a timely manner.  This is especially important if you have several fields on which you need to report acreage.  With training sessions and employees taking leave, there will be days we will be shorthanded.  Friday is typically the day of the week with the fewest people available to assist you.
COMPUTER MAPS
The Kiowa County FSA Office along with other FSA Offices in Colorado will have a busy summer working on the new digital aerial photography that will be maintained in the computer.  Walt and Rod will attend three days of training in Denver Next week on CLU’s (Common Land Units).  CLU is the new terminology we will be using to describe what has previously been called tracts.  Now that we have all of our aerial photography digitized (new acreages plotted and computed by an office in Kansas), we will need to check and validate the property boundaries, farm and unit numbers, of all land in the county.  Once the boundaries on the computerized maps are checked, acreage will automatically be calculated.  This will be a very time consuming process and will result in copies of all of the new maps being mailed out to all owners and operators for review.  We don’t anticipate completing this process until sometime this fall.  The new digital photography will give improved accuracy and will allow measurement of fields using the (Global Positioning System).  At some point in time maybe we can get your FSA and Crop Insurance acreage reports to agree.  Wouldn’t that be nice!
KIOWA COUNTY FSA CONTACT INFO

Telephone 719-438-5851 FSA (Ext 2), NRCS (Ext 3).  E-mail individuals firstname.last name@ co.usda.gov  (Example rod.johnson@co.usda.gov, , walt.immer, nadene.gaynor, dawna.weirich, charla.ferris, marvin.watson,  marlin.miller, brett.jones) Kiowa County FSA Web Site – http://www.fsa.usda.gov/co/County%20Webs/Kiowa_county.htm  
2003 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT

                                            Loan Rate 
Apr15 
Apr 16
Apr 19
Apr 20
Apr 21
YELLOW CORN/bu


$ 2.07

$3.07 
$2.98 
$3.06

$3.02

$3.01
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.46

$5.05

$4.89 
$5.01

$4.96

$4.92
OATS







$ 1.41

$1.64

$1.56

$1.59

$1.60

$1.60
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)
$ 9.83

$12.37
$12.52
$12.52
$12.52
$12.52
WHEAT/bu





$ 2.75

$3.69

$3.55

$3.58

$3.63

$3.68
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.
