USDA UPDATE BY Rod Johnson, May 19, 2004
The FSA & NRCS Offices will be closed Monday, May 31 in observance of the Memorial Day Holiday.  Offices will reopen on Tuesday, June 1.

CRP SIGNUP
There are press releases being issued by the Department of Agriculture concerning a CRP (Conservation Reserve Program) signup sometime this summer.  We don’t believe Kiowa County producers will be eligible to offer land in this signup, since Kiowa County already has over 25% of the cropland in the county enrolled.  The exception would be if land administered by the Kiowa County FSA Office is physically located in an adjoining county that has not exceeded the 25% cropland limit.  We believe the first time Kiowa County producers will be able to participate in a general CRP signup will in 2007, which is the year many existing contracts expire.

WHEAT HARVEST

Some areas of the county will actually have a wheat harvest in the next 30 to 45 days.  As we approach harvest, we would like to remind you of a few loan and LDP (Loan Deficiency Payment) rules.  At this time market prices for wheat are 70 cents above the county loan rate which means LDP’s are not applicable.  If market prices drop below the loan rate you may request an LDP as long as you have not lost “beneficial interest” in the commodity.  If you intend to sell grain at the elevator or to another buyer immediately at harvest time, you may want to request a CCC-709 (Direct LDP Agreement).  If an LDP is in effect for the grain on the day you sell the grain, you will automatically receive the LDP rate in effect for that date.  

CROP LOANS

Farm stored and warehouse loans are also available for eligible production.  If you have carryover wheat in farm storage from a prior year, you will need to pay a measurement service fee to have it measured before you commingle any current year production.  The 2004 rate for wheat is $2.65 per bushel and loans mature 9 months after the month in which the loan is disbursed.  If you request a loan on grain stored in the elevator, you will need to pay or arrange for storage for the period of the loan up to maturity.
KIOWA COUNTY USDA CONTACT INFO

Telephone 719-438-5851 FSA (Ext 2), NRCS (Ext 3).  E-mail individuals firstname.last name@ co.usda.gov  (Example rod.johnson@co.usda.gov, , walt.immer, nadene.gaynor, dawna.weirich, charla.ferris, marvin.watson,  marlin.miller, brett.jones) Kiowa County FSA Web Site – http://www.fsa.usda.gov/co/County%20Webs/Kiowa_county.htm  
2003 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT

                                            Loan Rate 
May 13 
May 14
May 17
May 18
May 19
YELLOW CORN/bu


$ 2.07

$2.89 
$2.87 
$2.82

$2.86

$2.84
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.46

$4.58

$4.54 
$4.49

$4.54

$4.48
OATS







$ 1.41

$1.55

$1.52

$1.46

$1.42

$1.41
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)
$ 9.83

$11.67
$11.61
$11.61
$11.61
$11.61
WHEAT/bu





$ 2.75

$3.48

$3.49

$3.40

$3.44

$3.45
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.
