USDA UPDATE BY Rod Johnson, May 26, 2004
The freezing temperatures the night of May 13 into the morning of May 14 have caused severe damage to the winter wheat crop in the Sheridan Lake/Towner area on into Kansas.  Crop insurance adjusters are finding many of what were normal to above average wheat fields that are now appraising at less than 1 bushel.  This is the same area that had an excellent 2003 wheat crop devastated by hail in early June of 2003.  Even though the eastern portion of Kiowa County is still included in the D-2/3, extreme drought category, a few timely rains last fall and spring moisture resulted in good crop prospects in the area until the freeze.  In great contrast, the western half of Kiowa County continues to experience extreme drought conditions and has lost nearly 95% of the winter wheat due to dry conditions.  Planting of spring crops is a concern at this time due to very dry topsoil.  Excellent precipitation was received county-wide in April but in May, precipitation is way below normal.  This has been the driest May on record at Eads since 1934!  Total precipitation received is not nearly as important as to the timing of when the moisture falls.  
GRAZING LAND WORKSHOP

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for June 11 for the grazing land workshop at the John & Laura Negley farm and ranch south of Eads.  The workshop is being hosted by the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory and will discuss the relationship of rangeland management and wildlife.  Birds can be a good indicator of rangeland conditions.  Representatives from various agencies will also be available to discuss the drought impacts on rangeland.  Participants will be provided an Interactive Bird CD-ROM to assist with bird identification.  Please RSVP to Tammy or Scott at 970-482-1707 or contact the NRCS Office in Eads.  RSVP’s are needed for food preparation.  Breakfast and lunch are being served.  The workshop begins at 8:00 am and will wrap-up by 3:00 pm.    
CROP INSURANCE SPOT CHECKS

Due to the large number of crop losses being experienced over multiple years, the Risk Management Agency that administers Federal Crop Insurance is increasing their spot checking of cropping practices.  FSA Offices are assisting in performing the spot checks.  Inspections are required to be performed at planting time and just before harvest.  During the spot check, the FSA Office must document tillage methods, planting dates, weed/pest control practices, date of last soil test, fertilization program and other conditions affecting the crop.  It is important that operators keep good records of farming operations to minimize problems with the spot checks.    
ANIMAL FEEDING OPERATION PROGRAM

Colorado Livestock Association has a program that helps small animal feeding operations address their environmental challenges.  The Animal Feeding Operation Program (AFO) is funded through a grant from Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment and Environmental Protection Agency.

The AFO Program provides for an on-site environmental review, compliance assistance and cost-share money to help small, unregulated animal feeding operations throughout Colorado with their environmental challenges, especially runoff from pens and other feeding areas.

The rules governing Animal Feeding Operations in Colorado recently changed.  Small animal feeding operations that do not install Best Management Practices (BMP’s) are at risk of being required to obtain a state discharge permit.  The idea behind the AFO Program is to help unregulated livestock operations stay unregulated by providing them with a means of identifying and correcting environmental problems.

The program provides cost share funding at a 50 percent rate, up to $5,000 per facility, to help offset improvement design and construction costs.  The AFO program is a limited term program, and is open on a first come, first-served basis to all un-regulated animal feeding operations in the state, regardless of animal species.  Eligible operations include those that have less than: 1,000 beef cattle, 700 mature dairy cows, 2,500 market pigs, 10,000 sheep, or 500 horses.  An informational sheet and application form may be requested from the Farm Service Agency office.  For more information, contact Ivan Steinke or Bill Hammerich at Colorado Livestock Association in Greeley (970) 378-0500.
JUNE INTEREST RATES
The interest rate for farm and warehouse commodity loans disbursed in June is 2.625 percent per annum.  The interest rate for Farm Stored Facility Loans approved in June is 4.250 percent.
KIOWA COUNTY USDA CONTACT INFO

Telephone 719-438-5851 FSA (Ext 2), NRCS (Ext 3).  E-mail individuals firstname.last name@ co.usda.gov  (Example rod.johnson@co.usda.gov, , walt.immer, nadene.gaynor, dawna.weirich, charla.ferris, marvin.watson,  marlin.miller, brett.jones) Kiowa County FSA Web Site – http://www.fsa.usda.gov/co/County%20Webs/Kiowa_county.htm  

2003 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT

                                            Loan Rate 
May 27 
May 28
May 31
June 1
June 2
YELLOW CORN/bu


$ 2.07

$2.95 
$2.94 
$2.94

$3.00

$3.17
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.46

$4.64

$4.60 
$4.60

$4.69

$5.06
OATS







$ 1.41

$1.49

$1.43

$1.43

$1.44

$1.59
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)
$ 9.83

$11.23
$10.86
$10.86
$10.86
$10.86
WHEAT/bu





$ 2.75

$3.53

$3.42

$3.42

$3.39

$3.59
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.
