USDA UPDATE BY Rod Johnson, June 9, 2004
Drought conditions have set back into Kiowa County and the surrounding area.  Planting and germination of spring crops is a big concern as topsoil moisture is nonexistent in most areas of the county.  Native pastures county wide are getting in very poor condition due to the lack of May precipitation.  If you are needing to haul water to livestock where you normally have water sources or if you are having livestock wells with lowering water tables, please contact the FSA Office, there are some drought programs that may be available to you.  
OFFICE CLOSED

President Bush signed a proclamation appointing Friday, June 11, 2004, as a “National Day of Mourning” throughout the United States.  The President signed the proclamation in honor, tribute and as an expression of public sorrow to the memory of former President Ronald Reagan.  It directed that the flag of the United States be displayed at half-staff at the White House and on all buildings, grounds, and Naval vessels of the United States for a period of 30 days from the day of his death.  President Bush called on the American people to assemble on June 11th, in their respective places for worship, there to pay homage to the memory of President Reagan.  The President issued an Executive Order stating that federal government offices shall be closed that day as a mark of respect.
NAP FINAL PLANT DATES

We have been getting questions about the final planting dates for NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program) crops.  Dual Purpose Grain Sorghum has two different final planting dates depending on intended use.  If certified as grain, the final planting date is June 15 and if certified as forage, the final planting date is July 15.  Forage Sorghum (sweet feed) is July 15.  Millet varieties not insurable through Federal Crop Insurance have a final planting date of July 15 if certified as grain and August 1 if certified as forage.  There are late planting provisions available that will result in reduced coverage but will not make the crop ineligible for NAP if other eligibility factors are met.  Late planting varies by crop maturity and the number of days the planting takes place after the final planting date.

DEBT FOR NATURE PROGRAM

The Debt for Nature Program (DFN), also known as the Debt Cancellation Conservation Contract Program, is available to persons with Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans secured by real estate. These individuals may qualify for cancellation of a portion of their FSA indebtedness in exchange for a conservation contract with a term of 50, 30, or 10 years. A conservation contract is a voluntary legal agreement that restricts the type and amount of development that may take place on portions of a landowner’s property. Contracts may be established on marginal cropland and other environmentally sensitive lands for conservation, recreation, and wildlife purposes.

All FSA borrowers who have loans secured by real estate are eligible if they have land that qualifies for a conservation contract. This includes both borrowers who are current on their payments as well as those who are experiencing difficulty in keeping their loans current. A conservation contract may be considered alone or in conjunction with FSA’s primary loan servicing programs or new loans which are secured by real estate.  Contact the Farm Loan Manager who handles your loan for further information on eligibility of your land.
2004 LOAN & LDP RATES
The table of Posted County Prices has been updated to 2004 crop loan rates.  Posted county prices for 2003 crops are only applicable to repayment of outstanding 2003 crop loans after May 31, 2004, if the posted county price is less than the loan rate.   

KIOWA COUNTY USDA CONTACT INFO

Telephone 719-438-5851 FSA (Ext 2), NRCS (Ext 3).  E-mail individuals firstname.last name@ co.usda.gov  (Example rod.johnson@co.usda.gov, , walt.immer, nadene.gaynor, dawna.weirich, charla.ferris, marvin.watson,  marlin.miller, brett.jones) Kiowa County FSA Web Site – http://www.fsa.usda.gov/co/County%20Webs/Kiowa_county.htm  

2004 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, OAT SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT

                                            Loan Rate 
June 3 
June 4
June 7
June 8
June 9
YELLOW CORN/bu


$ 2.06

$3.14 
$3.03 
$2.99

$2.92

$2.89
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.39

$5.02

$4.82

$4.77

$4.63

$4.57
OATS







$ 1.40

$1.53

$1.48

$1.49

$1.46

$1.47
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)
$ 9.30

$10.86
$10.91
$10.91
$10.91
$10.91
WHEAT/bu





$ 2.65

$3.49

$3.43

$3.45

$3.40

$3.40
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.
