USDA UPDATE BY Rod Johnson, June 16, 2004
A hard rain with high wind hit the central portion of the county the night of June 9.  Precipitation amounts of up to 1.3 inches were documented in some areas.  The west end of the county mostly missed out on the storm while the east end received some lesser amounts.  The hard rain will probably cause problems on some fields planted to spring crops.
PREVENTED PLANTING

Producers applying for prevented planting credit for any crop (insurable or uninsurable) must file a timely report, with the FSA Office, no later than 15 days after the final planting date for the crop.  To approve prevented planting, the County Committee must determine the crop was prevented from being planted by a natural disaster and the preliminary efforts by the producer to plant the crop (cultivation, or orders for purchase or delivery of seed and fertilizer.  The prevented planting must be due to the natural disaster rather than a management decision.  Prevented planting issues due to drought are always very difficult for the County Committee to deal with.  Adequate documentation of your intent to plant is very important. 
CRP CONFERENCE
I attended a national CRP conference in Fort Collins from June 6 thru 9.  The focus of the conference was about ongoing and planned scientific research needed for future CRP policy discussions.  It was an excellent conference with presenters and panel discussions from agribusiness, conservation organizations, congressional representatives, economists and various government agencies.  I was surprised to learn just how big of a role the USGS (United States Geologic Survey) is playing in CRP.  USGS is a nonregulatory agency that gathers data.  The political perspective from Washington was also very enlightening.  CRP varies less along party lines than along regional lines between the House and Senate.  It is apparent that the focus of CRP in the future will depend greatly on the science and information available to document the beneficial results that are being obtained with the expenditure of Federal dollars.  This will become more important with the budget deficits that will be experienced over the next several years.  It was very apparent just how important the wildlife interests were and still are in shaping and supporting CRP policy.  Much discussion was held on CRP managed haying and grazing.  While there is broad support for haying and grazing during extreme emergency conditions, the managed haying and grazing provisions generated lots of discussion.  There was a lot of discussion on the difference in grazing on short grass vs tall grass prairies.  Short grass need frequent grazing while tall grass prairies may only need grazed once every 10 years in some individuals opinion to maintain vigor.  Managed haying and grazing is allowed primarily to maintain the health of CRP and not just to provide grazing.  The future of CRP will depend on how well we can justify the benefits and target benefits to wildlife, water quality and air quality.
KIOWA COUNTY USDA CONTACT INFO

Telephone 719-438-5851 FSA (Ext 2), NRCS (Ext 3).  E-mail individuals firstname.lastname@ co.usda.gov  (Example rod.johnson@co.usda.gov, , walt.immer, nadene.gaynor, dawna.weirich, charla.ferris, marvin.watson,  marlin.miller, brett.jones) Kiowa County FSA Web Site – http://www.fsa.usda.gov/co/County%20Webs/Kiowa_county.htm  

2004 KIOWA COUNTY POSTED COUNTY PRICE

CORN, SORGHUM, OAT SUNFLOWERS, & WHEAT

                                            Loan Rate 
June 10 
June 11
June 14
June 15
June 16
YELLOW CORN/bu


$ 2.06

$2.88 
$2.88 
$2.73

$2.78

$2.70
GRAIN SORGHUM/cwt 
$ 3.39

$4.58

$4.58

$4.37

$4.46

$4.27
OATS







$ 1.40

$1.48

$1.48

$1.46

$1.48

$1.46
SUNFLOWERS/cwt(OIL)
$ 9.30

$10.91
$10.91
$10.89
$10.89
$10.89
WHEAT/bu





$ 2.65

$3.39

$3.39

$3.32

$3.35

$3.30
The Kiowa County loan rate is shown for each crop and the Posted County Price (PCP) for each day.  The LDP rate for any day is determined by subtracting the PCP from the Kiowa County loan rate.  If the PCP is above the loan rate, no LDP is in effect.

LDP’s are also applicable to other crops including barley, soybeans, and oilseeds (*including non-oil sunflowers).  Contact the FSA Office for rates.
