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FSA ANNOUNCES GENERAL CRP SIGNUP #29 (Conservation Reserve Program)
CRP general signup #29 will begin Aug. 30 and end Sept. 24, 2004.  Landowners and operators may submit offers to enroll acreage into the program.  Successful offers will become effective Oct. 1, 2005 or Oct. 1, 2006 at the producer’s discretion.  

Land eligibility requirements are:
· Land that is currently enrolled in CRP and the contract will expire Sept. 30, 2004 or Sept. 30, 2005.

· New land that is NOT currently enrolled in CRP.  Cropland (including field margins) that is planted or considered planted to an agricultural commodity 4 of the previous 6 crop years from 1996 to 2001, and is physically and legally capable of being planted in a normal manner.
· Land which is enrolled in the Water Bank Program or land devoted to hardwood trees that was under CRP contract which expired on Sept. 30, 2001 or earlier.

Acreage currently enrolled in CRP that will expire AFTER September 30, 2005 is NOT eligible for sign-up #29.
Due to the limited number of acres to be accepted for enrollment, the Environmental Benefits Index (EBI) will be used to rank offers.

Please contact the office for an appointment if you are interested in this program.

CRP COVER MAINTENANCE

As a participant in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) you are required to maintain your CRP acres according to the conservation plan you agree to with NRCS.  The primary issues are:

· Have an adequate approved vegetative cover to control erosion.
· Control weed and other types of undesirable vegetation as well as prairie dogs.

Please contact the FSA office as soon as possible with your plan for controlling weeds, i.e. time and method of treatment.

Producers may wish to contact the County Extension Office and request spraying recommendations from the County Weed Authority, Rod Cook, at (970) 247-4355, Ext. 227
Please review your conservation plan and contact Ronnie Posey, CED if you have any questions.
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DCP SIGN-UP CONTINUES

If you are one of the few producers who did not sign up for the Direct & Counter Cyclical Program (DCP), you still have a little time.  September 30, 2004 is the final date to apply for the 2004 program.  A late file fee of $100.00 per farm will be assessed.  Please contact the office for an appointment.
IDLE CONTRACT ACRES

DCP participants are required to control water and wind erosion as well as any weeds, including noxious weeds on ALL DCP base acres.  Weeds are not acceptable cover.  Failure to control weeds or limit erosion on contract acres may result in the assessment of payment reductions.  Program benefits may be lost if the COC determines a producer has failed to demonstrate a good faith effort to control weeds and/or erosion. 
COUNTY COMMITTEE (COC) ELECTION
At FSA, we want the best qualified individuals to serve on the County Committee.  These representatives are looking out for your interests when it comes to administering farm programs in a fair and equitable manner.  The first step in the election process is to nominate candidates!  This year producers in the following areas will nominate and elect someone to represent them on the COC.
· LAA #1, covering the portion of La Plata county from the Florida River East to the Pine River, including the townships of Ignacio, Oxford, Bayfield and Vallecito.  The current COC representative is Wayne Semler.

· LAA #5, covering the portion of Archuleta county from the Piedra River East to the eastern boundary of Archuleta County, including the townships of Pagosa Springs and Chromo.  The current COC representative is Helen Moore.

If you are qualified to vote, you can nominate yourself or another producer to run for the seat on the committee.  Nominating petitions are available at the FSA office or on line at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections.  The last day to submit nominations is September 3, 2004.

Other important dates to remember:

· Sept. 3
Last day to file nomination forms in the FSA office.
· Nov. 8
Ballots mailed to eligible voters.

· Dec. 6
Last day to return voted and signed  ballots to the FSA office.

· Jan. 1, 2005  Elected COC members and alternates take office.

NRCS NEWS
2005 EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentive Program)

EQIP offers financial and technical assistance to producers to install or implement structural and management practices on eligible agricultural land.
Beginning Oct. 1, 2004, FSA will no longer have any administrative responsibilities for EQIP.  All applications and payments will be handled by NRCS. EQIP sign-up information is available online at http://www.nrcs.gov/programs/eqip/ or contact the NRCS office at (970) 259-3289 Ext. #3 for more information. 
2004 EQIP $$$

Funding for 2004 has exceeded all previous years.  With an estimated $900,000 in cost share funding approved for approximately 70 La Plata county producers.  Archuleta County is estimated at $400,000 in cost share funding for approximately 25 producers.  
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EWE LAMB REPLACEMENT PROGRAM

NO SIGN-UP DATE ANNOUNCED! USDA announced the Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Program some time ago, but it is still going through the clearance process.  The program was created to enhance the competitiveness of the domestic sheep and lamb industry and re-establishing producers’ purchasing power.  The program will be targeting ewe lambs retained or purchased for breeding between August 1, 2003 and July 31, 2004.

It is very important for producers to maintain good detailed records on any ewe lambs that may be eligible for this program.  Records should include:

· Sales receipts as proof of purchase or retention including the date of purchase and number of animals.

· Farm management records which detail dates of birth and death if applicable.  

· Lamb identification records.

· Veterinarian certifications as proof of ewe lamb characteristics (no parrot mouth or foot rot)

· Scrapies program forms.

Ewe lambs MUST be retained in the breeding flock for one complete lambing cycle.

Please contact the office if you are interested in this program and have not been added to the register at this time.  Producers will be notified as soon as a sign-up date is announced.  Please watch for a special mailing and any articles in the local newspapers.
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NON-INSURED ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP)
Sales closing dates are coming up soon.  Producers that have NAP coverage for 2004 should have received a letter for continuous coverage for 2005.  Service fees MUST be received by sales closing dates for continuous coverage as well as any producer wishing to participate in the program beginning in 2005.  A few crops have closing dates of September 1, 2004 so PLEASE contact the office soon to make an appointment.

September 1, 2004
· Caneberries, Wheat, Barley, Rye
November 20, 2004
· Fruit Trees

December 1, 2004

· Alfalfa, alfalfa/grass, grass hay and pasture

March 15, 2005

· Fruits & Vegetables, Oats, Grain Sorghum, Safflower, Sunflowers, Corn
Coverage continues to be $100.00/crop, not to exceed $300.00/county with a cap of $900/multi-county producer.
If you are producing or plan to produce a crop not addressed in this notice, contact the office for closing dates.

*A note to producers who received Crop Disaster Program payments for 2001 or 2002 crop year:  You must have 2005 NAP coverage on the crop that you received CDP payments for if you are producing that crop.  Failure to comply with this requirement will result in the repayment of CDP payment plus interest.  Contact the office if you have any questions.

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES

Failure to notify the office of changes will cause delays in processing program payments.
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MANAGED HAYING – GRAZING

Managed haying or grazing is approved on Conservation Reserve Program land in areas which meet the drought condition guidelines.  However, at this time La Plata – Archuleta counties do NOT meet the criteria.  A 25 percent payment reduction will be assessed for managed haying or grazing.

TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAA)
Some producer groups have seen prices decline due to increased imports of a commodity.  TAA covers farmers and fisherman competing with imported agriculture and aquaculture products.  Producers of raw commodities, who have been adversely affected by import competition, may be eligible for technical assistance and cash benefits.

For more information producers may contact the TAA coordinator at (202)720-2916.  General information can also be found on the program Web site: www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa/taaindex.htm 
LOANS FOR SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED APPLICANTS
The Farm Service Agency can make direct and guaranteed loans to socially disadvantaged applicants to buy and operate family-size farms and ranches.  

Please contact Rick Cervenka, Farm Loan Manager at (970)565-8416, for more information. 
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BIRD OWNER- BE AWARE

Due to recent outbreaks of Avian Influenza and Exotic New Castle Disease in poultry, USDA is asking that you be vigilant in prevention, detection and reporting of illness within your own flock.
If you have sick or dying birds, DON’T WAIT!  Please contact USDA’s Veterinary Services toll free at 1-866-536-7593, your State Veterinarian or local extension agent.  More information can be found on the following web site: www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity.html
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WELCOME!!
With the retirement of Keith Dossey, the County Committee was charged with selecting a new County Executive Director.  We are fortunate to have as the new La Plata – Archuleta County Farm Service Agency CED, Ronnie Posey.  Ronnie grew up in the Dove Creek area and has been in the Ignacio-Bayfield area for several years.  He was the Yuma County, CED until his appointment in our office.

 United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Ave. SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5946 (voice & TDD).  USDA is an Equal Opportunity provider and employer.
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