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	dates to remember 

	 
	 Jan. 30, 2004- Deadline to apply for 2001/2002 Crop Disaster Program

	 
	Jan. 31, 2004  - Deadline to request LDPs, loans for wool and mohair for 2003 sales year

	
	Feb. 1, 2004 - Deadline to purchase NAP coverage on spring onions.

Mar. 31, 2004 - - Deadline to request LDP’s, loans for wheat, barley and oats for 2003 crop year

	
	Mar. 15, 2004 - - Deadline for purchasing NAP coverage on Spring seeded crops.


PROGRAM DETAILS TO REMEMBER:
-Check LDP prices on your computer by logging onto the
 FSA web page at www.fsa.usda.gov and selecting 
 Colorado in the “Daily LDP Rate” box.  Other information 

 about farm programs may also be found at this website.
-Please notify the FSA office any time you receive damaging 
 weather where crop damage is apparent.  
-Foreign Investors are required to report any agricultural 

 land acquisitions or sales within 90 days of the contract 
 closing.  Failure to do so may result in penalties of up to 
 25% of the land value being assessed.   This law applies to 
 individuals as well as entities owned wholly or in part by 
 Foreigners
-Farm Changes/Reconstitutions (changes to your farm 
 structure) must be done in the FSA office before you can
 sign up for the 2004 DCP Program.  If you have changed

 your farming operations, be sure to let us know ahead of your 

 signup time so that the necessary paperwork can be 

 prepared.  

The U S Dept. of Agric. prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status, reprisal or public assistance status (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s Target Center at 

(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).    To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave SW, Washington, DC or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
“Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment.  If accommodations are

 required, please call Wayne K. Rieger, County Executive Director at 970-295-5665. “

FSA/NRCS CHANGING TO GEOLOGICAL INFORMATION SYSTEM (GIS) FOR MAPPING

A Geographic Information System (GIS) is an automated system used to visualize, manage and analyze geographic information. A GIS operation utilizes coordinates of latitude and longitude to identify locations anywhere on the earth’s surface. The Farm Service Agency has many program activities that are land based, and GIS is ideally suited to store and utilize producer information on individual farms and fields.

Historically, FSA offices have maintained aerial photographs. In the spring of 2004 all Larimer County aerial map data will be converted to and maintained in a digital (GIS) environment by computers. The Common Land Units (CLU) will be used to identify fields, or the smallest area of land with a common producer, owner and common land management surrounded by a contiguous boundary.   Sometime in the summer of 2004 you will receive a mailing showing your new Common Land Units and you will be asked to verify the accuracy of the new determinations.  Once the CLU’s are “certified” they will be the only source of land images and acreage determinations for the future.  
When GIS is fully operational at FSA, producers will be able to report their acreage, and make farm record changes easily. Land measurements previously determined using a wheel or chain will soon be replaced by global positioning systems (GPS) that measure and plot boundaries with coordinates provided by satellites. 

ATTENTION LAND OWNERS AND OPERATORS!

Are you converting a pasture field into a crop field?

Are there any areas on your farm(s) that you are considering cropping that have not been cropped in recent years?

Is there a wet spot in a field that you want to drain to make cropping easier?

Are you disturbing a wildlife habitat area of any type?

Are you doing anything different on your farm(s) this year?

These are Highly Erodible and Wetland provision questions that producers/landowners need to consider each year to assure that you remain eligible for USDA benefits. If you have any questions or concerns that something you plan to do on your farm could jeopardize eligibility for benefits, please contact your NRCS representative before you begin work.

SALES CLOSING DATES FOR THE NON-INSURED DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Producers wishing to purchase NAP coverage for their 2004 crops or discontinue coverage for crops with an existing policy  should be aware of the following sales closing dates:  

-Oats, forage sorghum (ie. Haygrazer), millet, safflower, sunflowers, spring triticale, sweet corn, herbs-March 15, 2004


-Onions-February 1, 2004


-Spring seeded vegetables-March 15, 2004

If you fail to purchase a policy by these dates for a crop, you will not be eligible for NAP for 2004.  NAP coverage is available for all FCIC non-insurable crops for a cost of $100 per crop, not to exceed $300 per producer per county and $900 for all crops nationwide raised by that producer.  

2004 CROP REPORTING
For those producers participating in the Direct and Countercyclical Program (DCP), the Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP), Loan Deficiency Program (LDP), and others, a crop report must be completed.  This includes farms that only raise hay or pasture.  Producers planning to participate in these programs for 2004 should begin to make plans to report your acreages.  The deadline for crop certifications for 2004 is July 15th.  We will be taking reports by appointments again this year so when you finish planting, give the FSA a call to request an appointment date!
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DEADLINE APPROACHING FOR 2001/2002 DISASTER


The sign up period for the 2001/2002 Crop Disaster Program (CDP) will end on January 30, 2004.  Under this program, producers have the option of choosing which year they wish to apply for.  The CDP will make payments available to producers who had a 35% or greater loss on their crop(s) in one of the two years.  CDP has no funding cap, but each producer is limited to $80,000. CDP includes insured crops, uninsured crops and non-insurable crops. Qualifying damages must be in excess of 35 percent for either the 2001 or 2002 crop year and producers have a choice of receiving payments for the 2001 or 2002 crops, but not both. CDP provisions are similar to disaster programs authorized for 1998 through 2000 crop years.  If you suffered a major loss on any crops during 2001 or 2002, visit the FSA office before January 30th to see if you might be eligible for CDP.  





LINKAGE REQUIRMENTS FOR CROP DISASTER 


Producers receiving a disaster CDP payment who did not have a crop insurance policy for that disaster-affected crop are required to purchase Buy-Up Crop Insurance for that crop for the next 2 years. If insurance is not available for your crop, you must purchase Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) coverage from FSA on that crop for the next 2 years.  Please check with your local FSA office for sales closing dates on non-insurable crops in your county.  Failure to purchase insurance or NAP requires you to refund the disaster payments, with interest.





DCP SIGN UP UNDERWAY


We can now issue 2004 direct payments under the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program.  Producers wanting to receive advance direct payments can make the request at signup.  We invite you to update your DCP contract and put the advance payment to work for your farm today.   When  updating  your contract(s) you will need to address land and business issues such as: 


Will you continue to rent the same property you rented last year? If not, notify the office so we can update your farm records or perform a reconstitution to remove land from your farming operation.  


If the land in your operation won’t change, do you have a signed lease from the landowner? A signed rental agreement indicating you have land cash leased for 2004 is required to receive an advance payment. 


A cash-rent certification may be used if you rented the land last year, however, an advance payment cannot be issued for the farm until June 1, 2004.  


Are you changing the structure of your operation? For example, is the farm converting from an individual to a partnership or Limited Liability Corporation (LLC)? Are you changing shares within the business or is one of the shareholders leaving the business? These questions need to be answered prior to sign-up.





2004 advance payment rates are as follows:





Advance Payments for 2004�
�
Corn�
$0.14 per bushel�
�
Barley�
$0.12 per bushel�
�
Oats�
$0.012 per bushel�
�
Wheat�
$0.26 per bushel�
�
Soybeans�
$0.22 per bushel�
�



All farmers who produce a crop on the base acres are entitled to share in the DCP payment.  Payments are split in the same percentage as the shares of the crop.   Landowners who do not have an interest in the crop are not eligible to receive a DCP payment.


Producers can elect to receive half of the payment now and half of the payment at a later date or receive 100% at the end of the season (October 1st ).  





Remember, unlike the old commodity programs, you must update your enrollment every year.  Don’t forget to visit the FSA office soon to sign up for the 2004 crop year!





 











2003 COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS


The 2003 Committee Election was held in December to choose a representative to serve on the Larimer County Committee (COC) for a 3 year term beginning in January 2004.  Elected to the Committee was Mario Herrera.  The 2004 first alternate will be James Myers.   Mr. Herrera replaces Steve Anderson who has served faithfully for several years.  The new Committee members join Robert Dickinson and Dale Sipes, current members for the 2004 year.   The FSA Committee administers federal farm programs at the local level.   They:  


Make decisions on yields


Make decisions on disaster programs


Make decisions on conservation programs


Make decisions on general program eligibility, and


Hear appeals from producers who have received notice of adverse decisions


Congratulations to Mario and James!  We look forward to working with them in the future.  


 


BANK CHANGES?


Since Jan. 1, 1999, all of your FSA payments are to be electronically transferred into your bank account. In order to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if another financial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if we are not aware of changes to your account and routing numbers.








 


 





 





  
















































