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September,  2004
FSA Announces General CRP Sign Up 29 

Conservation Reserve Program general sign up 29 will begin Aug. 30 and run through Sept. 24. Landowners and operators may submit offers to enroll acreage into the program. Successful offers will become effective Oct. 1, 2005, or Oct. 1, 2006, at the producer’s discretion.  
Land is eligible for sign-up if:

· Land is currently enrolled in CRP and with contracts expiring September 30, 2004 or September 30, 2005.

· New land that is NOT currently enrolled in CRP

Acreage currently enrolled in CRP that is scheduled to expire AFTER September 30, 2005 is NOT eligible for sign-up 29.

A limited number of acres will be accepted for enrollment, and we will use the Environmental Benefits Index to rank the acreage offered. The index is based on costs and five other factors: soil erosion, water quality, enduring benefits, air quality and wildlife enhancement. Landowners are encouraged to work with their county Farm Service Agency offices to maximize the environmental benefits of their Conservation Reserve Program offers.  

NRCS Guidelines for CRP Weed Control
Recently, we have received many phone calls concerning weed management, thus mowing, in CRP. Here are some guidelines with the appropriate reasoning:

First, you are allowed to mow during the nesting season (March 15 to July 15) until, permanent cover is established. 

Second, is the field so notably infested that mowing is needed?

If Yes, then:

NRCS advices to mow to about 8”, generally when it is cooler (before wheat harvest), so sunlight enhances germination, seedling growth and there is less risk of sun scald.  Also, there is less competition with the permanent grass.

If mowing cannot take place early due to reasonable events like rain, NRCS advises the following:

Weeds need to be mowed before seed set. If weed seed set has occurred. Do not mow. Why? Traffic from the equipment will sow the weed seed. 









(Continued on next page) 
If weeds are allowed to go to seed, early mowing(s) will likely be needed the following year.  More than one mowing may be needed.

Next, if permanent grass is apparent inside the weed cover mow about 12” – 15”. Why?  The tender grass will get sun scalded and die.

If no permanent grass has emerged or there are just 1 or 2 sprigs here and there, mow to 8”.

NRCS DOES NOT ALLOW THE USE OF POST EMERGED CHEMICALS AFTER SEEDING. ONLY IN RARE OCCASIONS, WHICH YOU NEED TO CONSULT WITH NRCS / FSA.

Please, call or stop by for any further questions / advice is needed.

LDP Reminder

With commodity prices close to or below posted county prices, interest in loan deficiency payments has picked up, and it’s time for mini-refresher on LDP options. 

LDP & Loan Eligibility

To be eligible for a small grain LDP or commodity loan, you must have:

· Grown the crop

· Certified your crop acres

· Have beneficial interest in the crop.  This means you have title, risk and control of the crop.  If the crop is delivered to a buyer you have lost beneficial interest.  If the buyer pays you for the crop, even if it hasn’t moved from your farm, you have lost beneficial interest.

· An approved conservation plan with NRCS and completed a payment limitation form with FSA

· Signed a crop insurance waiver or purchased the minimum level of crop insurance

The commodity must meet the following guidelines:

· Be in existence and in a storable condition

· Be merchantable for food or feed

· Not be substituted or purchased
Maintaining Beneficial Interest

An important requirement for marketing assistance loans and loan deficiency payments is that producers must have beneficial interest in the commodity on the date the loan or LDP is requested, and, in the case of a loan, must retain beneficial interest for the life of the loan.

What is beneficial interest? A producer maintains beneficial interest in a commodity if all of the following remain with the producer: Control of the commodity; Risk of loss in the commodity; and Title to the commodity. The producer must retain the ability to make all decisions affecting the commodity. The producer must be responsible for loss or damage to the commodity. And, the producer must not have sold or delivered the commodity or warehouse receipt to a buyer. 

Remember, once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity is no longer eligible for a loan or LDP, even if the producer regains beneficial interest.

Storing commodities on the farm — once the commodity is harvested, you can request a farm-stored LDP until the commodity leaves your farm. The payment rate is based on the date you apply. You must apply for a farm-stored LDP using a CCC-633 before you sell or feed the crop and as long as there is an LDP rate in effect.

The LDP quantity can be measured by the office or certified by you. A measurement service costs $20.00.  If you are certifying the bushels, be prepared to provide the bin dimensions and the height of grain.  Certified quantities are eligible for spot-checks.

Grain sold directly from the field to a buyer — You must sign a CCC-709 prior to crop harvest. The LDP rate is based upon the date the grain is delivered. Your sales receipts are your documentation. Receipts should include your name and address, the buyer’s name, address and phone number, the quantity sold, the date of delivery, the grade, test weight and moisture.

The field-direct option is available to producers who normally dry the grain on the farm and then immediately deliver it to a buyer. The grain may also be in temporary storage on the farm for immediate delivery to the buyer.

Grain being fed out during harvest — Chopped oats, for instance, fed out during harvest is still eligible for an LDP. Keep track of the harvest dates and the tonnage chopped. You need to sign a CCC-709 (just like for field direct LDPs) prior to harvest. The LDP rate is based on the dates of harvest. The county committee determines your yield using the whole grain quantity harvested on your farm, three similar farms or their recommendations. You have 60 calendar days after the date of harvest to provide this information to the office. Grazing is not considered harvested.
For more information, download a copy of the fact sheet, “Beneficial Interest Requirements for Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments” from the Farm Service Agency Web site at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/facts/html/benint00.htm.
Farm Stored Facility Loan Update

FSA has low-interest funds to help you build or upgrade storage facilities.  New upright, bunker type or open silo structures designed to hold corn silage are now eligible for loans.  Of course, structures for whole kernel grain are also eligible for loan.  Structures cannot be used to store haylage.  August interest rate is 4.125%.
COC Election Nominations Accepted

At FSA, we want the best qualified individuals to serve on the County Committee and you should too.  After all, these representatives are looking out for your interests when it comes to administering farm programs in a fair and equitable manner.  This year, farmers and landowners in LAA 3 will nominate and elect someone to represent them on the Committee.  Nomination forms to serve on the County Committee will be accepted until close of business on September 3rd, 2004.  See “Dates to Remember” on the last page for additional election deadlines.
If you are qualified to vote, you can nominate yourself or another producer.  A candidate must sign the nomination form and certify that he or she is willing to serve if elected.  The person must also reside in the voting community.  

Forms are available at the county office. You can also find them online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections. 

After 18+ years of service to producers of the area, Pat Carlson, is retiring.  We will have a special retirement party on September 15, 2004, at the Phillips County Farm Service Agency office from 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.  We are inviting all of our producers to come by that afternoon to enjoy the treats and to tell PAT so long.
	Dates to Remember

	
	

	Aug. 30
	CRP General Sign Up 29 begins

	Sept. 1
	Last day to obtain NAP coverage for fall seeded crops-Triticale/Rye

	Sept. 3
	Last day to submit nomination for county committee election

	Sept. 6
	Labor Day Holiday. FSA office closed.

	Nov. 8
	County committee ballots mailed to voters

	Dec. 1


	Deadline for obtaining NAP coverage on Native Grass/Alfalfa

	Dec. 6
	Last day to return county committee election ballots

	Continues
	Farm Storage Facility Loans

	Continues
	Grasslands Reserve Program

	Continues
	MILC Program

	Continues
	Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands


The Phillips County Farm Service Agency Committee regularly meets on the 2nd Wednesday

of each month with the exception of July.
Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for any individual with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment.  If special accommodations are needed, please contact County Executive Director, Ron Koberstein, at (970) 854-2812 Ext. 2.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio/tape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

“To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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