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 1640 W US HIGHWAY 50

 PUEBLO, CO  81008-1613   

 Phone: 719-543-8386 Ext. 2


 FAX:  719-545-4835

Hours: 8:00am – 4:00 pm

Pueblo County Committee (COC)


Tom Bregar (LAA#3) – Chairperson

Barbara Barr (LAA#1) – Vice-Chairperson

Jackie Ramsey  (LAA#2)– Member

Pueblo County Office Staff

Lou Ann Brunetto,

      County Executive Director 

Becky Mihelich, 

       Lead Program Technician

Brent Fillmore, Program Technician

Glenna Hopkins, Program Technician
      (part time)
Richard P. Thatcher, Field Assistant 
      (part time)

Cheryl Bridge, Farm Loan Officer

       (Headquartered in Pueblo)
Sheila Thomas, Farm Loan Program 
       Technician


Fremont/Chaffee/Lake & Custer County FSA Office 

248 DOZIER Ave

CANON CITY, CO.  81212

Phone:  710-275-4465 Ext. 2

FAX:  719-275-3019

Hours:  7:00 am – 3:30 pm

Combined Fremont/Chaffee/Lake & Custer County Committee  (COC)

Gary Ratkovich (LAA#3) - Chairperson

Noah (Bus) Taylor (LAA#1) - Vice-

     Chairperson

Mannie Colon, Jr. (LAA#2) – Member

Robert Canterbury (LAA#4) - Member

Brady Everett (LAA#5) – Member

Mary Kattnig, (LAA #4) – COC Advisor

Canon City Office Staff

Lou Ann Brunetto,

       County Executive Director

Kathy Gaylord, Lead Program 
       Technician                             
Patricia Vandenbusche, Program 
        Technician (part time) 
Farm Loan Staff – same as Pueblo County


      


   
PUEBLO COUNTY COMMITTEE -------------  Local Administrative Area #1 (LAA#1) will hold a Committee Election this year. LAA#1 is Western Pueblo where Barbara Barr has served as the elected committee person.  This year the candidate for election, by result of nomination petition is:

       Greg Schwab:  Greg resides in the Rye area, and for crop year 2004 ran a cattle operation. 
· The eligible voters list for LAA # 1 is available for your examination in the county office. 
· If you are an owner of agricultural land that is jointly owned and not on the eligible voter list, please let the county office know. 

· Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by November 8th
  and MUST BE RECEIVED in the county office no later than December 6th to be eligible to be counted.

· Ballots will be counted Wednesday, December 8th at 1:30 P.M. in the Pueblo County FSA office.  The Tabulation Meeting is open to the public.   
FREMONT COMBINED COUNTY COMMITTEE --------  Local Administrative Area # 3 (LAA#3) and Local Administrative Area # 5 (LAA#5) will be holding Committee Elections this year. 
Local Administrative Area # 3 is Penrose, Wetmore & East Custer County where Gary Ratkovich has served as elected committee person.  This year the candidate for election, by result of nomination petition is:
     Gary Ratkovich:  Gary resides in the Penrose area, and for crop year 2004 has produced hay and beef.
Local Administrative Area # 5 is Chaffee and Lake County, where Brady Everett has served as elected committee person.  
    (continued on page 2)
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DATES TO REMEMBER

September 15, thru October 
     15, 2004 – National Hispanic 

     Heritage Month.
October 1, 2004 thru June 1, 

     2005 – Direct and 

     Counter-Cyclical Program 
     (DCP) sign-up period for FY 

      2005.   
October 11, 2004 – Office 

      closed in observance of   

      Columbus Day.

November 8, 2004 – County 

      Committee ballots mailed to 

      voters.
November 11, 2004 – Office 

     closed in observance of 

     Veterans Day.
November 20, 2004 – Last day 

       to purchase NAP coverage 

       for: Apples, Apricots,

       Cherries, Grapes, Peaches, 

       Pears, Plums.
November 25, 2004 – Office 

      closed in observance of 

       Thanksgiving Day.
December 1, 2004 – Last day to

      purchase NAP coverage for:

      Alfalfa, Forage (mixed),

December 6,  2004 – Last day to 

     return county committee 

     election ballots.

December 8, 2004 – Tabulation 

     of ballots for Pueblo County

     election – 1:30PM – Public 

     invited.

December 13, 2004 –Tabulation

    of ballots for Combined 

    County election – 9:00AM – 

    Public invited.

Continues  –  Farm Storage Facility Loan Program applications taken throughout the year.

Continues – MILC Program

(continued from page 1)
This year the candidates for election, by result of nomination petition are:
     Brady Everett:  Brady resides in the Salida area, and for crop year 2004 has produced hay and beef.
     Bill Thomas:  Bill resides in the Salida area, and for crop year 2004 has operated a family dairy.
· The eligible voters list for LAA # 1 and LAA # 5 are available for your examination in the county office. 

· If you are an owner of agricultural land that is jointly owned and not on the eligible voter list, please let the county office know. 

· Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by November 8th
  and MUST BE RECEIVED in the county office no later than December 6th to be eligible to be counted.

· Ballots will be counted Monday, December 13th at 9:00 A.M. in the Fremont County FSA office.  The Tabulation Meeting is open to the public. 
No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.
PLEASE TAKE TIME TO VOTE FOR THE CANDIDATE OF YOUR CHOICE! 
       2001/2002 CROP DISASTER PROGRAM (CDP) PAYMENT RECIPIENTS….
        Be sure your insurance “linkage” requirements are met to retain your CDP payment eligibility!
        If you requested/received 2001/2002 CDP payments for a “non-insurable” crop and purchased NAP coverage in the disaster-affected year, your linkage requirements for such crop has been met.  If you received a CDP payment for one or more crops for which you did not have either crop insurance or NAP coverage (as applicable) for the disaster affected year, you must purchase either crop insurance or NAP (if you plan to plant that crop) for the following two years.  This must be done to retain your CDP payment eligibility
 Producers failing to meet these linkage requirements must refund their CDP payments with interest.  The law does not allow us to make exceptions or waivers to this provision.
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USDA HAY NET WEBSITE

USDA has a website for producers to list information concerning the need for hay or the availability of hay for sale.  The address for USDA’s Hay Net Website is: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet/


























Risk Management Agency – Crop

  Insurance Questions?  Go online at

  www.rma.usda.gov
OCTOBER INTEREST RATES

   Commodity loans –  3.00%

   Farm Stored Facility Loans – 

                                                 3.875%                                             

   Direct Operating Loans –   4.125%

   Direct Farm Ownership –  5.75%

   Emergency Loans –  3.75%












Egov TAKES USDA PROGRAMS TO THE WEB

     FSA customers with internet access can complete and submit electronic program applications and eligibility forms 24 hours a day, seven days a week from the convenience of their homes or offices.  eGov access and registration is available online at: http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/eauthCreateAccount.html  For more information regarding eGov, and efiling or the USDA Customer Statement contact the county office or visit the USDA Web sites at http://www.usda.gov
USDA FSA WEB SITE FOR KIDS!!

This site contains an interactive site, Ag quizzes, information on FSA Youth Loans and links to FFA & 4-H sites.   Go to:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/fsakids/
CCC-576 Notice of Loss Filing Requirement
A notice of loss must be filed on a CCC-576 within 15 calendar days after the:
· Latter of the occurrence of prevented planting or the end of the planting period.

· Disaster occurrence or date damage to the specific crop acreage is apparent to the producer.

This requirement applies to both the NAP and DCP programs.
Important Information for Producers of Hand Picked Crops!
If you filled a NAP notice of loss on any hand harvested crop you must request an appraisal after harvest is complete but before destruction of the crop to document any production left in the field.

Failure to request an appraisal will result in zero NAP payment made for that crop!
Remember upon completion of harvest all production must be reported to the county office.  Whether taken to market, gleaned, left in the field, or picked by customers directly out of the field, all production must be accounted for, especially if applying for payment. 
CHANGE IN DEFINITION OF AN ALFALFA STAND FOR 2005 NAP

     1)   Stand must consist of at least 60% alfalfa.

     2)  Coverage Period:  A stand will be covered (as alfalfa) for the first 5 years after its planting date.  From years 6 and up it will be covered as mixed forage.

     3)   If, for the year 2005, you have a stand over 5 years old and wish it to be covered under NAP you must purchase coverage for mixed forage.

Non-Insured Assistance Program   
Beginning with 2005, producers who have no crop changes from their 2004 NAP contract have the option of continuous coverage.  However, the applicable service fee must be paid by the first application closing date of any crop covered.  This allows you to just send in a check, eliminating a trip to our office to sign a new NAP contract.  The service fee is still $100/crop up to $300/county (unlimited number of NAP crops) with a cap of $900/multi-county producer.  Producer still must file a Certification of Income Eligibility just as in prior years. 
 Important ---- Please see Dates To Remember on page 2 for specific crop application for coverage dates.  
     Checks must be received by the office on or before these dates.    Please make all checks payable to CCC.
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2004 NAP GRAZING LOSS

Due to a change in procedure, beginning with the 2004 NAP year, grazing losses will now be calculated using the percent of loss, carrying capacity, and grazing days established where the land is physically located. 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status, public assistance status, and reprisal.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)  720-5964 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Ave,  SW, 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice & TDD).  USDA is an Equal Opportunity provider and employer.

This newsletter may also be found on the following Web sites:

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/co/County%20Webs/pueblo_county.htm 

AND/OR

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/co/County%20Webs/fremont_county.htm
CRP Cover Maintenance
This is your responsibility.  You are required to maintain the CRP practice according to the conservation plan you agreed to with NRCS.  You need to make sure you:

· have adequate approved vegetative cover to control erosion for the CRP period

· control weeds and other types of undesirable vegetation

· implement control measures after the primary nesting season.

Please keep in mind periodic mowing and mowing for cosmetic purposes is prohibited.  That is why it is important to review your conservation plan and talk to the office if you think undesirable plant species are invading your CRP land.





THE USDA WANTS YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT CRP!

On August, 10th the USDA published a Federal Register in order for public comments to be received about CRP.  Comments must be received by December, 8th.  Comments
 are preferred to be submitted over the Internet at   

             http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crpcomments
At that site you will select  “Complete an online questionnaire”; there you will find a form with 11 questions and a space for additional comments.  You may also E-mail comments to: CRPRULE.CRPRULE@wdc.usda.gov

If you do not have Internet access you may also mail your comments to: Director, CEPD FSA, Room 4714-S, Stop 0513 1400 Independence Avenue Washington D.C.  20250-0513.  

If you would like to have a sample copy of the comments on the web please contact the office and we can provide one.
2004 Wool & Mohair Production
Are you preparing to shear your livestock?  Will you sell, trade, give away, or process your 2004 fiber immediately after shearing?  If so, stop in the office and apply for an LDP before taking these actions.  Request to sign a CCC-709 form. You will receive the LDP rate in effect on the day your receipt indicates you transferred control or processed your fiber. If you will maintain interest in your wool or mohair for a period of time after shearing, you have the option of selecting the day you want to apply for an LDP on a CCC-633 LDP form.  Unshorn pelts are also eligible for LDP.
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EWE LAMB REPLACEMENT AND RETENTION PROGRAM PAYMENTS   (ELRRPP) --------
     USDA’s proposed Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Program is still going through the clearance process and as a result, the sign-up period has not yet been announced.    Watch for further information!

USDA SEEKS PUBLIC COMMENT ON EWE LAMB PROGRAM
    Individuals interested in submitting comment on the ewe lamb program provisions can do so by emailing comments to  danielle.cooke@wdc.fsa.usda.gov or mailing or faxing comments to:

 Grady Bilberry, Director Price 
                        Support Division
 Farm Service Agency, USDA 
 Stop 0512 Room 4095-S
1400 Independence Ave. SW
 Washington, DC 20250-0512
 Fax (202) 690-3307
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

     
CRP payments have been authorized and the Pueblo County office plans to have all CRP payments issued no later then October 15th.
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 



















· 
· 
· 





























· 
· 














· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 





















Emergency Loan Program

As a result of the drought farmers faced on January 1, 2004 and continuing, Pueblo, El Paso, Fremont, Otero, Bent, Park, Teller, Huerfano, Crowley, Chaffee, Custer and Lake Counties are now eligible to apply for the Emergency Loan program.

Eligible producers may borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, not to exceed a total amount of $500,000.   Emergency loans are further limited to a maximum, cumulative principal of $500,000 at any time.  Applicants must meet all standard loan eligibility requirements and:
· must meet the agency definition of an established farmer, be citizens or permanent residents of the United States, and have suffered at least a 30-percent loss in crop production; and/or sustained a physical loss to livestock, livestock products, real estate, or chattel property; 

· must have an acceptable credit history, yet be unable to receive credit from commercial sources; 

· must have collateral to secure the loan and ability to repay the loan. 
The deadline to apply for an Emergency Loan is April 18, 2005

WELCOME ---- The Pueblo County Service Center welcomes Sheila Thomas as the new Program Technician working with the Farm Loan Program.  Sheila with be working in Pueblo and Otero/Crowley Counties.  Sheila transferred from Ft. Carson, after 9 years.  She is married with three children, two granddaughters and a dog.   Sheila says “she is looking forward to her new experience with FSA”.   Please make her feel welcome when you visit the office or talk with her on the telephone.  
FINAL DCP PAYMENTS 
     We will issue your final 2004 Direct Payment for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) in October.   2004 Direct payment rates are:

Wheat                  -  $   .52/bu                    Oats     -   $   .24/bu 

Corn                     -  $   .28/bu                    Barley  -    $  .24/bu 
Grain Sorghum  - $   .35/bu
If you received an advance payment, your final payment will be based on 50% of these rates.             
Lou Ann Brunetto, 
County Executive Director
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