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USDA’s proposed Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Program has gone through the clearance process the sign-up began October 25, 2004.  The program is designed to enhance the competitiveness of the domestic lamb and sheep industry by paying producers up to $18 per head for ewe lambs purchased or retained between Aug. 1, 2003, and July 31, 2004.  

It is important for you to maintain records so you will be ready to come in and sign up.
 Documentation includes:

· Sales receipts as proof of purchase and retention 

·  date of purchase and number purchased

· Farm management records kept through normal production practices

·  Date of birth

·  Date of death, if applicable

·  Lamb identification and control information

· veterinarian certifications as proof of ewe lamb characteristics

· Scrapie program forms.

Producers must also retain qualifying ewe lambs in the flock for at least 1 complete lambing cycle.

DCP Sign Up Started Oct. 1
[image: image5.wmf]The DCP sign-up period for fiscal year 2005 is from Oct. 1, 2004, to June 1, 2005. The CCC-509 form, "Direct and Counter-cyclical Program Contract," includes base acres, payment acres, payment yields, producer payment shares, advance direct and counter-cyclical payment selections and signatures of the producer and county office representative.

The CCC-509 must be submitted by June 1, 2005. All owners and operators who will share in the DCP payments on the farm must sign the CCC-509. Forms with signatures that are obtained after June 1, 2005, but before Sept. 30, 2005, will be accepted, but the farm will be assessed a late-file fee of $100.

Farm producers must apply for DCP on an annual basis and can opt out of the program for any year if they so choose.

The following documents are required and applicable determinations must be made before the county committee can approve a producer’s share on the CCC-509 for payment: a farm-operating plan (CCC-502 and related forms); an average adjusted gross income certification (CCC-526); a certification of compliance with highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions (AD-1026). 

RENOVATIONS NOW COMPLETE!!
[image: image6.wmf]The renovation of the Monte Vista Service Center is complete.  The NRCS area office has moved in.  There have been some other exciting changes as well.  When you call the Monte Vista Service Center, your call will be answered by an automated attendant.  You will be asked to dial the extension of the person you wish to contact or dial 2 for the FSA, 3 for the NRCS Field office, or 4 for the NRCS Area office or you may dial extension 122 to leave a message for the Service Center.  We hope to have voice mail soon.  With so many new faces we hope this will help route your call to the proper area.  

Also, the Saguache County Service Center has begun using the automated attendant as well.  In Center you will be asked to dial the extension of the person you wish to contact or dial 2 for the FSA, 3 for the NRCS, extension 108 for the Center Soil Conservation District, or dial extension #114 to leave a message for the Service Center.
Non-Insured Assistance Program  

[image: image7.wmf]Beginning with 2005, producers who have no crop changes from their 2004 NAP contract have the option of continuous coverage.  However, the applicable service fee must be paid by the application closing date.  This allows you to just send in the money, eliminating a trip to our office to sign a new NAP contract.  The service fee is still $100/crop up to $300/county (unlimited number of NAP crops) with a cap of $900/multi-county producer.

The deadline to purchase NAP coverage for alfalfa, mixed forages, grass, and is December 1, 2004.  Also, be sure to bring in your production for the 2004 crop year, so that your Actual Production History (APH) can remain up to date.
Minority Farm Register
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Minority producers can join a new voluntary register to ensure that they receive the latest farm program information from the Farm Service Agency.  

By joining the register, minority producers may receive outreach materials, newsletters and program announcements from FSA and other USDA agencies. They may also receive information from USDA-approved outreach partners, such as community-based organizations, faith-based organizations and minority-serving educational institutions. USDA will control access to the register.  

The register application is available at the county office or from approved USDA outreach partners. 
Information is available on the Farm Service Agency’s Web site at www.forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet, and at www.usda.gov/cr
Farm Storage Needed?
[image: image9.wmf]After harvest, if you find you run a little short of storage, why not look to FSA’s low interest Facility Loan Program to provide storage for next year’s crop?  We provide financing for bunk silos, hopper bins, and grain bins.  Storage structures must be for corn, wheat, barley, oats, or soybeans.  Be sure to file an application prior to starting site preparation.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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 Twas the night of thanksgiving, but I just couldn't sleep
  I tried counting backwards, I tried counting sheep.
  The leftovers beckoned - the dark meat and white
  but I fought the temptation with all of my might
  
  Tossing and turning with anticipation
  the thought of a snack became infatuation.
  So, I raced to the kitchen, flung open the door
  and gazed at the fridge, full of goodies galore.
  
  I gobbled up turkey and buttered potatoes,
  pickles and carrots, beans and tomatoes.
  I felt myself swelling so plump and so round,
  'til all of a sudden, I rose off the ground.
  
  I crashed through the ceiling, floating into the sky
  with a mouthful of pudding and a handful of pie.
  But, I managed to yell as I soared past the trees....
  Happy eating to all; pass the cranberries, please.
  
  May your stuffing be tasty, may your turkey be plump.
  May your potatoes 'n gravy have nary a lump,
  may your yams be delicious, may your pies take the prize,
  may your thanksgiving dinner stay off of your thighs.
  
  Have a wonderful thanksgiving!
County Committee Election
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Nominations for the county committee election were due in the county office by the close of business Sept. 3. The next step in the election process is the mailing out of the ballots, which will begin on Nov.8.  Voters have until Dec. 6 to return their ballots to the county office. Elected committee members and alternates take office on Jan. 1, 2005.  This year the election for Rio Grande County will be held for LAA#2, in Saguache County it will held for LAA#3.  
Prospective Voter Requirements If you're on the mailing list for this newsletter, the chances are you are an eligible voter. Anyone who meets the requirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible to vote.

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch as either of the following:

· an owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper, or 

· a partner in a general partnership or member of a joint venture that has an interest in a farm as an owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper; or

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire farm.

3. Eligible to participate in any FSA program that is provided for by law, regardless of the status of funding.
4. Ballots for Rio Grande County will be mailed to the FSA State Office.  Ballots can be taken in to the Monte Vista Office also.
[image: image12.wmf]5. Be sure to sign the label on your ballot.  Without your signature, your ballot will not be valid.
Discrimination Prohibited No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.

Contact the county office if you have questions about voter eligibility.


Direct Deposit Of Payments
[image: image13.wmf]Unless you request and are granted a waiver,  all payments issued by the county FSA office will be by direct deposit (electronic funds transfer) to a pre-designated checking or savings account with your financial institution.  Forms are available at the FSA office to sign up for direct deposit if you haven’t done so already.   For those already signed up, it is important that we are notified anytime there is a change in your account number or financial institution. If we aren’t notified, future payments can be delayed or lost for a period of time.

OUR STAFF
Rio Grande County Office:  Donald E. Greenstreet, CED



          Susan L. Riggenbach, PT



           Leigh Montoya, PT

Saguache County Office:     Donald E. Greenstreet, CED 

          Ronda J. Hollenbeck, PT



           Danette L. Dickey, PT

Rio Grande, Hinsdale, Mineral Area Committee:

        Carol Ann Dove

Curtis Cadwell

        Larry Scott                            Jerry Schmidt

        Dwayne Lewis
           


Saguache County Committee:

        Richard Ramstetter

        Jean Davis

        David Stagner
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
This will be our last newsletter before January 2005.  Our staff wishes all of you a very Happy Holiday Season.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio/tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (Voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410 or call (2020 720-5964 (Voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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