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	COUNTY
	PAYMENT

	Kit Carson
	12,362,890
	Pueblo
	1,550,381
	Montrose
	432,104

	Kiowa
	7,480,816
	Elbert
	1,493,556
	Mesa
	422,852

	Baca
	6,803,454
	Saguache
	1,393,363
	Larimer
	339,668

	Prowers
	6,469,041
	Alamosa
	1,274,399
	Gunnison
	271,933

	Cheyenne
	5,977,301
	Dolores
	1,228,542
	Fremont
	256,375

	Washington
	5,866,709
	La Plata
	992,024
	Grand
	251,234

	Weld
	5,001,530
	Arapahoe
	917,291
	El Paso
	231,963

	Yuma
	4,024,475
	Las Animas
	846,940
	Chaffee
	221,396

	Logan
	3,788,391
	Garfield
	805,582
	San Miguel
	168,699

	Phillips
	3,571,882
	Moffat
	796,934
	Eagle
	142,910

	Lincoln
	3,304,858
	Crowley
	746,730
	Boulder
	123,939

	Montezuma
	3,083,100
	Rio Blanco
	687,385
	Ouray
	113,602

	Otero
	3,078,689
	Routt
	680,458
	Archuleta
	68,981

	Bent
	2,830,615
	Rio Grande
	678,661
	Douglas
	47,407

	Conejos
	2,773,912
	Custer
	669,061
	Pitkin
	26,592

	Morgan
	1,994,771
	Jackson
	603,582
	Park
	22,987

	Adams
	1,622,160
	Delta
	561,709
	Summit
	17,370

	Sedgwick
	1,595,805
	Huerfano
	498,862
	Hinsdale
	9,988

	
	
	Costilla
	473,089
	Mineral
	8,576

	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	101,707,524







  

   COUNTY OPERATIONS TRAINEES                                                                                         [image: image1.jpg]


 
               Jean Myrom, Drenda Murchison,

               Kevin Reeves and Amy Hackler

               COT’s have just completed their 

               training and will be interviewing

               for their new CED positions.

Colorado Farm Service Agency, 655 Parfet Suite E301, Lakewood, Colorado 80215


http://www.fsa.usda.gov   720-544-2876


























Retirements…
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For Some Colorado FSA Employees, the sun is rising on a new phase of life.





Delores Dunn		February 2004


Dwaine Johnson	April 2004


Laura Lanckriet		May 2004


Betty High		June 2004


Keith Dossey		June 2004


Jeff Weiss		July 2004





























From the Desk of the State Executive Director… …
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You know the one… “Those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.”





It’s a catchy little tune that made me wonder-- whose life is the songwriter describing?  It’s a life we would all like to experience, but how close to reality is it? 


 


Growing up on a farm, I didn’t have the opportunity to experience “lazy”.  I admit that there was a certain element of “craziness” around our farm at times; the hectic days leading up to the winter wheat harvest, or trying to finish planting the wheat in the fall, even as snow was falling in mid-September.  There just wasn’t much time to be lazy.  





During my time with FSA, I haven’t seen the correlation between the lyrics of the song and our lives either.  I don’t believe our workload has allowed us to sit back, sip ice tea and reminisce about the good ole days. It’s been hard to squeeze that in between late sign ups, acreage reports, NAP applications and loss claims, processing loan applications, ECP applications and the ever popular CLU maintenance. 





I guess the closest we’ll come to those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer will be in those few moments when we close our eyes and conjure up images of some favorite relaxing activity.  I encourage you all to take more than a moment of each day to enjoy time with your family and friends this summer.





Thanks for your dedication and hard work.
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Administrator Little Visits           Colorado Service Centers





While attending the National CRP Conference in Ft. Collins earlier this month, FSA Administrator Jim Little allotted time in his schedule to visit with County Office staff in Larimer and Weld Counties.





During his visits, Little fielded questions and discussed topics including staffing and program delivery issues. “It’s always a privilege to have the Administrator stop in – we’re glad to show him what is happening in the field,” said Wayne Rieger, CED, Larimer County.





The Administrator’s visit to the Larimer County Office afforded him the opportunity to tour the “USDA Natural Resources Research Center (NRRC) Campus.”  This campus concept has created a one-stop shopping experience for the areas farmers and ranchers while in town to conduct related business.
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Friday evening after the business meeting there will be a Mexican food buffet beginning at 7pm, then at 9pm a DJ will play your favorites.  This will all be at Barkley’s, the local social spot in Frisco.





Saturday business meeting will include speakers from NASCOE, Washington DC, SED/STC and JM Marketing.  Saturday evening is the awards banquet and social time.





Registration and Hotel information is in the latest CASCOE newsletter and on the new CASCOE web site developed by Jan Gautreaux of Costilla County.   CASCOE.ORG    




















The annual CASCOE convention is scheduled for September 17 and 18 at the Holiday Resort, Frisco.









































National Agriculture Imagery Plan (NAIP)





Colorado will receive NAIP imagery some time in the fall of 2004 (September to October).  The main purpose of NAIP is to replace the 35mm slides used for compliance.  The imagery we will receive this year will be 2 meter resolution and natural color.  The counties that will be flown this year include the entire eastern slope except the San Luis Valley.  The scheduled flying dates will be between June 15, 2004 and August 3, 2004.  If we can find other agencies to partner with FSA and share in the cost, we will be able to upgrade to 1 meter resolution for 2005.  The 1 meter resolution imagery would replace the current base imagery we are now using.  Also, if the funding is available for 2005, all counties in Colorado will receive NAIP imagery.
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Making my way to the office the other day, I happened to hear someone on the radio mention the lyrics to an age-old summertime song…























Employee Awards & Recognition…








2003 Service to Agriculture Award Presented to John Schweizer Jr.





John Schweizer, Jr. of Rocky Ford was awarded Colorado Farm Bureau’s highest honor, the 2003 Service to Agriculture Award, during its 85th annual meeting. Schweizer was recognized for outstanding contributions to the agricultural community and the Farm Bureau.





Schweizer is a life long farmer and rancher.  He and his son Ken farm 700 irrigated acres of corn, wheat and alfalfa    They manage a 200-head cow/calf operation and a feedlot for 350 calves.





During Schweizer’s 48 years with Farm Bureau, he has been President and Vice-president of the Otero County Farm Bureau. He was elected to the CFB state board of directors in 1980, where he served as secretary and executive committee for 12 years.  He chaired the CFBMIC Investment Committee and CFB confined animal feeding operations committee. He also served on the American Farm Bureau Federation Feed Grains and Livestock committees





Today he serves on the Colorado State Farm Service Agency Committee. 














Former Colorado SED Inducted into             Ag Hall of Fame





Robert “Bob” Eisenach, former State Executive Director of Farm Service Agency, was inducted into the Agriculture Hall of Fame on February 19, 2004.   Bob has made a positive and far-reaching impact on Colorado Agriculture serving as president of the Colorado FFA, Commissioner of Morgan County, legislator in the Colorado State House and State Executive Director of FSA.
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Please see Everyone on page 4

















Colorado Top 20 DCP Counties
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James Little, Administrator, FSA

















FSA Administrator Jim Little visits with Debra Peonio, Program Technician in the Weld County Office.
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Colorado FSA Employee Awards�
�
County�
Federal�
�
Victor Vondy�
Mary Faulhaber�
Kathy Sorenson�
Autumn Kern�
�
Jean Myrom�
Veronica Flores-Thomas�
Patricia Matschke�
Cheryl Bridge�
�
Sharon Lederhos�
Alvin Mascarenas�
Billy Gilley�
Melanney Avara�
�
Connie Hastings�
Diane Pierson�
Brenda Toft�
Joyce Lambrecht�
�
Marilyn Gerk�
Sandra Stiley�
Yonna Miller�
Bryan Cook�
�
Jackie Page�
Sandra Van Cleave�
Mary Manly�
Janice Robbins�
�
Ed Baughman�
Jerri White�
John Hudson�
�
�
Kathleen Britton�
Sandra Geisick�
Ann Berry�
�
�
Douglas Cooper�
Angela Bush�
Valeen Jacobs�
�
�
Vickie Hillyer�
Andrea Kubat�
Phyllis Lake�
�
�
LeEtta Christensen�
Sherrie Rasmussen�
Mary Heaton�
�
�
Danielle Dickson�
Janice Gautreaux�
Christine Crump�
�
�






Crop Disaster Program
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Please see Elements on page 6





































































































We’re on the Web!


See us at:


Web address
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And the Award Goes to…
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Colorado FSA Contributes to the Community





Last year, the FSA Office in Brighton donated 40 computers 17” monitors to the Longmont Christian School.     Congratulations to Lewis Frank, Marty Reeves, Andrea Kubat and Sherri Rasmussen for their part in organizing the transfer. The Longmont Christian School has sent a letter of appreciation for these computers.





In addition, the State FSA Office donated 42 computers and 13 lap tops to La Academia at the Denver Inner City Parish, a charity listed with the Combined Federal Campaign.    La Academia, located in West Denver, provides education to 65 “at risk” students in grades 6-12.    These students, dropped from normal educational channels, are unable to advance through the public school system.    Students were very appreciative of the donation.  FSA’s IT Team and Mary Moore were instrumental in bringing this transaction to a successful conclusion.








CO State Office Spotlight


Farm Loan Section…
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Gary Wall - is our state’s new Farm Loan Chief. He is married with four children and lives in Strasburg. Previously, he worked for FmHA and has been in Ag Lending for 23 years.  He graduated from Oklahoma State University with a BS in Agriculture.  He enjoys hunting and fishing.  





Welcome back, Gary!





Mary Moore - Mary Moore is a program specialist in Farm Loans.  This one-time Iowa farm girl is the oldest of ten siblings. 





Mary began her career with FmHA in the Rio Grande County Office in 1981 as a temporary emergency clerk and became permanent in 1982.   





Mary later transferred to the Colorado FSA State Office’s Farm Loan Program Section.





Mary has four children, Yvonne, Nicole, Rachel and James and has five grandchildren.





Scott Miller – This native of Colorado is a program specialist in the Farm Loan section.  He earned a BS in Animal Science from Colorado State University in 1983. His federal career started with FmHA in Sterling in 1984 as Assistant County Supervisor.  Scott worked in Springfield, in Alamosa and later Greeley where he spent 7 years in the County and District Office.   Scott came to the State Office in 1994 and will have 20 years of service this year.





Scott has 2 children, Shana and Shane. 























Administrative & GIS Sections…
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Pat Belt - is our new Administrative Tech in the State Office.  Pat will be working with Jean and Alice.   





Pat has lived in Colorado for 12 years.   She grew up on a farm near Salina, Kansas.    She has a daughter who is a freshman in college, and a son who is a junior in high school.





Pat and her husband love boating and camping.





Robert Moos - is our new GIS Technician in the State Office.





Robert grew up in Great Bend, Kansas, moved to Hays in 1996 and then to Ellis County, FSA in 1999.   In Ellis County, Robert managed the daily operation of the digitizing center and helped develop the GIS standards in


Kansas.





Robert and his wife Barbara, have 4 grown children.











(L-R) Pat Belt & Robert Moos








The Changing Face of            American Agriculture





According to the recently released 2002 Census Results from the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) - 





The average age of American agricultural producers in 2002 was 55.3-years-old. 


27.2 percent of agricultural producers were women in 2002; the number of women who were principal operators increased 12.6 percent from 1997. 


Principal operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino origin increased by 50.8 percent from 1997 to 2002. 


Black principal operators increased by 8.8 percent and American Indian principal operators increased by 19.4 percent from 1997 to 2002. 


Ninety percent of America’s agricultural operations are still run by individuals or families and most are still small farms. In fact, the majority of operations (59%) had less than $10,000 in sales of agricultural products in 2002. 





The Census of Agriculture is currently conducted every five years; the first was conducted in conjunction with the 1840 population census.





The 2002 Census of Agriculture in its entirety, including Colorado-specific information, will be available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.usda.gov/nass/" ��www.usda.gov/nass/� 

















(L-R) Gary Wall, Mary Moore and Scott Miller








The NRRC Campus also houses the national CCE computer center.  His first visit to the center, Little expressed his interest and amazement at the obvious challenges inherent in overseeing the computer center responsible for maintaining the technological integrity for Service Centers nationwide.
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Rank�
# of Farms�
Base Acres�
# of Producers�
�
1�
Weld�
Kit Carson�
Weld�
�
2�
Logan�
Baca�
Logan�
�
3�
Kit Carson�
Yuma�
Kit Carson�
�
4�
Washington�
Washington�
Washington�
�
5�
Yuma �
Weld�
Yuma�
�
6�
Baca �
Kiowa�
Baca�
�
7�
Morgan�
Logan�
Adams�
�
8�
Adams �
Cheyenne�
Morgan�
�
9�
Prowers�
Phillips�
Phillips�
�
10�
Kiowa�
Prowers�
Prowers�
�
11�
Phillips �
Adams�
Kiowa�
�
12�
Lincoln�
Lincoln�
Sedgwick�
�
13�
Otero�
Morgan�
Lincoln�
�
14�
Sedgwick�
Sedgwick�
Cheyenne�
�
15�
Cheyenne�
Arapahoe�
Otero�
�
16�
Larimer�
Elbert�
Arapahoe�
�
17�
Montrose�
Otero�
Larimer�
�
18�
Arapahoe�
Saguache�
Dolores�
�
19�
Bent �
Rio Grande�
Elbert�
�
20�
Elbert�
Bent�
Moffat�
�



























The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 	prohibits discrimination in its programs	On the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and Marital or familial status.    (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs)     Persons with disabilities  who require alternative means for communication of program information (braille,Large print, audiotape, etc.)  should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice	And TDD).To File a complaint, write USDA, Director, Office of 	Civil  Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten	Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call


	(202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal 		opportunity provider and employer."











Ft. Collins Hosts                       National CRP Conference





In early June, Colorado hosted the first National CRP Conference in Ft. Collins.  The conference, sponsored by Farm Service Agency in partnership with U.S. Geological Survey was designed to address the expiration of CRP contracts on some 22 million acres of CRP – 16 million in 2007 and an additional 6 million acres in 2008.





The conference brought together representatives from academic research, economists, agri-businesses, wildlife specialists, commodity and special interest groups to discuss the future of USDA’s most successful  programs in terms of environmental benefits received and voluntary owner/operator participation.





Those who might argue the benefits of CRP should consider the following – since 1982, CRP has aided in the reduction of soil erosion by more than 40 percent, restored more than 1.9 million acres of wetlands and wetland buffers, cost-shared on installation of more than 1.5 million acres of riparian buffers and grass filter and CRP is the largest carbon sequestration program.  CRP has also improved habitat that has increased populations of pheasants, ducks, many grassland birds -- including the sharp-tailed grouse -- and a multitude of other wildlife species.  





There is no argument that the National CRP conference set the stage for many debates to come, but all in attendance agree that developing open lines of communication between all CRP stakeholders is the only way to insure the best decisions are made regarding the future of CRP.















































State of the State –


Colorado FSA Program Delivery Information
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