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fsa county employees
Michael Smith
 ----- County Executive Director (CED) 

Sharon Stutzman ---Program Technician (PT)
Ike Orth -------------Program Technician (PT)
Kathy Thelander ---Program Technician (PT)
Nicole Parker -------Program Technician (PT)
FARM LOAN PROGRAM
Doug Cress ---------Farm Loan Manager
Jeanne Klemt -------Farm Loan Officer

DISTRICT
Mike Thayer -------District Director
NRCS EMPLOYEES
Vacant --------------District Conservationist (DC)
Lori Jazwick -------Acting DC
Vacant --------------Soil Conservationist
Peggy Wegman ----District Office Manager
Regular Monthly COC and SCD Meetings
The COC meeting is held on the first Tuesday of each
month during the day and SCD meeting is held on the
second Wednesday of each month in the evening.
Both meetings are open to the general public.  If
interested in attending please call in advance to
determine meeting times and location.
OFFICE ADDRESS
202 East 2nd Street
Julesburg  CO  80737
OFFICE HOURS
FSA
7:30 AM – 4:00 PM
NRCS
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
AG CREDIT
3rd Wednesday of the Month

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE MEMBERS (COC)
      George L. Rober----------Chairperson
      Stacy Fulscher -----------Vice-Chairperson
      Richard Lechman --------Member
      Charlene Dolezal ---------Minority Advisor
SOIL CONSERVATION BOARD MEMBERS (SCD)
      Dale Parker ----------------President
      Jim  Price ------------------Vice-President
      Gary Price -----------------Treasurer
      Nancy Berges -------------Secretary
      Kelly Kinnie --------------Member
The newsletter and press releases can now be found on the 
internet.  They man be viewed by going to the following:

www.fsa.usda.gov
click on Your State Office on the left side of the screen

select Colorado on the national map on the next screen
click on Colorado Field Offices (midway down on the page 
on the right side
select Sedgwick County
Update  DCP Contracts

Contracts for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) must be updated each year.  Unlike the Production Flexibility Contract (PFC) program, this program requires you to sign a contract annually.  If we have a signed contract, we can issue 2004 direct payments.  We can provide 50% of your direct payment now.  However, before payments can be made, an approved contract, eligibility forms, and 2004 rental agreements, if applicable, must be on file. Before addressing the contract, farmers need to deal with land and business issues: 

· Will you continue to rent the same property you rented last year? If not, notify the office so we can update your farm records or perform a reconstitution to remove land from your farming operation.  

· If the land in your operation won’t change, do you have a signed lease from the landowner? A signed rental agreement indicating you have land cash leased for 2004 is required to receive an advance payment. 

· A cash-rent certification may be used if you rented the land last year, however, an advance payment cannot be issued for the farm until July 1, 2004.  

· Are you changing the structure of your operation? For example, is the farm converting from an individual to a partnership or Limited Liability Corporation (LLC)? Are you changing shares within the business or is one of the shareholders leaving the business? These questions need to be answered prior to sign-up.

[image: image1.wmf]Any farm not enrolled in the 2004 DCP program will retain eligibility for the 2005 DCP program.  Take care of the paperwork now so you have money to operate with during the planting season. June 1 is the deadline to timely enroll.  Producers who enroll between June 2 and September 30, 2004 will be required to pay a $100 user fee.  FSA has no provisions allowing for a contract after September 30.  
2003 Counter-Cyclical Payment Update

Due to crop prices, there will be no second advance 2003 counter-cyclical payment.  Furthermore, producers who received partial payments from the initial wheat and corn advance counter-cyclical installments might have to repay the money if those advance payments exceed the final counter-cyclical payment amount for each respective commodity. 
Planting Reminders

Under the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP), there are no set-asides and no acreage restrictions for any crops other than fruits or vegetables.  Fruits and vegetables.  cannot be planted on DCP base acres without penalty.  Producers with a history of planting fruits or vegetables may use that history to plant the specific fruit or vegetable on base acres without violating the program. However, for each fruit or vegetable acre planted on contract acres, the farm's payments are reduced by an acre.

Land Changes

If you have purchased land, sold land or are renting different land, make sure you report the changes to the FSA office after they occur. For farm ownership changes you will need to provide a recorded deed. 
Not Actively Engaged Determinations

Any producers determined to be “Not Actively Engaged in Farming” are ineligible for many USDA payments. This includes DCP, gains from marketing loans and loan deficiency payments and CRP annual rental payments as well as any other payment or benefit requiring a determination of “actively engaged in farming.”

Acreage Reports
Reminder – acreage reports are required for all crops by no later than July 15th.


A Geographic Information System (GIS) is an automated system used to visualize, manage and analyze geographic information. A GIS operation utilizes coordinates of latitude and longitude to identify locations anywhere on the earth’s surface. The Farm Service Agency has many program activities that are land based, and GIS is ideally suited to store and utilize producer information on individual farms and fields.

Historically, FSA offices have maintained aerial photographs. In the near future all aerial map data will be maintained in a digital environment by computers. The Common Land Unit (CLU) will be used to identify fields, or the smallest area of land with a common producer, owner and common land management surrounded by a contiguous boundary. 

When GIS is fully operational at FSA, producers will be able to report their acreage, and make farm record changes easily. Land measurements previously determined using a wheel or chain will soon be replaced by global positioning systems (GPS) that measure and plot boundaries with coordinates provided by satellites. 

Producers will be notified of the GIS acres on their farms, and provided a 30-day opportunity to request a review of the boundaries and revised measurements.  The GIS acres will be the “official acres” for FSA program purposes only.


If a boundary is disputed, it is the producers’ responsibility, along with the contiguous land owner, to agree upon and establish a physical marker.  If an agreement cannot be reached, a surveyor may be required to settle the boundary dispute at the producers’ expense.  Farm Service Agency is not responsible for determining the location of a boundary. 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, Color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

[image: image2.wmf]Customer Statement – New FSA Web-Based Tool
The Farm Service Agency has launched a new Web tool to help producers track their participation in farm programs. The new Customer Statement allows producers to view participation and application status for conservation programs, program payments, farm loan information, and more. 

Access to the Customer Statement is available to all USDA customers. In order to insure privacy and security, a producer must first register on line for a USDA ID. The online process creates a user ID and password confirming an email address. The ID will be an important identifier as USDA begins to link more customer data from agencies across the department.

To view a Customer Statement, visit http://www.usda.gov and click on the Customer Statement button.  Please call us if we can be of assistance in utilizing this new tool.

New Farm Business Plan to be Launched in 2005
FSA borrowers who have used the old Farm and Home Plan will soon trade it in for more modern technology that will save them time and energy. Starting in 2005, FSA borrowers will use the new Farm Business Plan, an Internet-based system that will replace the Farm and Home Plan and allow FSA to provide faster and more efficient service to producers.  Producers in Colorado can expect to have the Farm Business Plan available to them this summer in the county offices.
Using the Internet, producers will be able to fill out and submit their Farm Business Plans to county offices from their homes or offices, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. FSA will make alternative arrangements for those producers who do not own or have access to computers.

The Farm Business Plan will allow borrowers to document cash flow, expenses, assets, debts and other important financial information. The information is shared with FSA farm loan officials or guaranteed lending partners who track the success of a borrower's business by computer to see how the producer is progressing toward the goal of graduating to commercial credit. In addition, the system allows borrowers to evaluate their own short- and long-term plans and goals, as well as assess efficiency and demonstrate credit worthiness to lenders.   Stay tuned for more details.
Emergency Loan Program

As a result of the losses caused by that began on January 1, 2003, Sedgwick County is now eligible to administer the Emergency Loan program.

Eligible producers may borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, not to exceed a total amount of $500,000. Emergency loans are further limited to a maximum, cumulative principal of $500,000 at any time.  Applicants must meet all standard loan eligibility requirements and:

· must meet the agency definition of an established farmer, be citizens or permanent residents of the United States, and have suffered at least a 30-percent loss in crop production; and/or sustained a physical loss to livestock, livestock products, real estate, or chattel property; 

· must have an acceptable credit history, yet be unable to receive credit from commercial sources; 

· must have collateral to secure the loan and ability to repay the loan. 

The deadline to apply for an Emergency Loan is November 16, 2004. 
Graze Out for Small Grains

The Graze Out program is for eligible producers who elect to use their wheat, barley, oats or triticale acreage for grazing by livestock and agree to forego any other harvesting of the commodity on such acreage during the applicable crop year.
     
The application period for Graze Out begins on the first day the crop is normally mechanically harvested as determined by the county committee, and ends on March 31 of the calendar year following the year the crop is normally harvested.

Producers may file an application for Graze Out anytime during the application period, and applications may not be cancelled or withdrawn once submitted.

An eligible producer for Graze Out is any producer who is eligible for a marketing assistance loan and who meets all of the following requirements: requests Graze-Out payments on loan deficiency payment certification and application (Form CCC-633 Grazing) before March 31 of the calendar year following the year the crop is normally harvested; agrees to forego any other harvesting of the commodity on the acreage planted for grazing by livestock; and retains beneficial interest through the date the crop is grazed out.

Eligible acreage for Graze Out is any acreage of wheat, barley, oats, or triticale that is not harvested by any means other than grazing. Crop acreage requested for Graze-Out is not eligible for any other marketing assistance loan or LDP, a crop insurance indemnity, or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program or Crop Disaster Program.

For additional information on the Graze Out Program, contact the county office staff.
Removing CCC Loan Collateral

Do not forget, if you have grain under Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) loan, it cannot be removed without prior authorization or repayment. Unauthorized removal, which includes removal for cleaning for seed or planting, is considered a violation and is subject to monetary and administrative penalties.

Your loans are subject to spot check. Determined shortages must be repaid with principal plus interest, and additional monetary penalties plus loss of future loan eligibility may apply. Producers planning to remove or clean grain pledged as collateral for a CCC loan should contact the county office staff for additional information.
Farm Storage Facility Loans

Low cost loans for storage facilities are available for producers to build or renovate farm storage facilities for a variety of commodities. The current interest rate is 3.625 percent.

The seven-year Farm Storage Facility Loans are available for the purchase and installation of eligible storage facilities, permanently affixed drying or handling equipment, or renovating existing facilities. Eligible facilities include new conventional-type cribs or bins and new and remanufactured oxygen-limiting and other upright silo-type structures. 

All farm storage facility loans are secured by a promissory note and security agreement. The maximum amount that may be borrowed is 85 percent of the net cost of the storage or handling equipment, up to $100,000 for each borrower. A minimum down payment is also required. For details, contact the county office.

NAP Yield Update

Production records for individual crops need to be filed with our office to establish an approved NAP yield.  If this is the first year you participated in NAP you can provide prior years’ production and acreage to establish a yield. If you participated in NAP in previous years you must report your production and acreage on a yearly basis to keep your yield up to date.  Records submitted must be reliable and verifiable.  Records need to show crop disposition.   All production records must be submitted by the subsequent crop year’s final acreage reporting date.
NAP Continuous Coverage

You may continue NAP coverage on the same crop(s) for the 2005 crop year if the applicable service fee is received in our office by the earliest application closing date without having to file another application for coverage.   However, if you wish to add or delete any crops to the application for coverage, you will be required to file a new application.   For additional information, please contact this office.  

CCC-576 Notice of Loss Filing Requirement

A notice of loss must be filed on a CCC-576 within 15 calendar days after the:

· Latter of the occurrence of prevented planting or the end of the planting period.

· Disaster occurrence or date damage to the specific crop acreage is apparent to the producer.

This requirement applies to both the NAP and DCP programs.  

EQIP Applications Accepted

Producers can apply for conservation funding under the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) on a continuous basis.  EQIP offers financial and technical help to install or implement structural and management practices on eligible agricultural land. These contracts provide incentive payments and cost-sharing to implement conservation practices.  However, Limited Resource producers and beginning farmers and ranchers may be eligible for cost-share up to 90 percent. Persons who are engaged in livestock or agricultural production on eligible land may participate in the EQIP program. EQIP may cost-share up to 75 percent of the costs of certain conservation practices. Incentive payments may be provided for up to three years to encourage producers to carry out management practices they may not otherwise use without the incentive.  Payments are capped at $450,000 for individuals and entities directly or indirectly for contracts entered into during fiscal years 2002-2007.  Contact Lori Jazwick at the Natural Resources Conservation Service for additional details.

Highly Erodible Land (HEL)

Before you drop the plow in the ground, ask yourself if you know the residue requirements and cropping rotation for the field.  If not, check the conservation plan you agreed to with NRCS.  Violating Highly Erodible Land (HEL) rules can cost you all program benefits from the MILC, Direct and Counter-Cyclical, disaster or other federal farm programs.
Wetland Compliance
Land that is classified as a wet area and converted after November 28, 1990 is considered a violation of Swampbuster provisions of the Clean Water Act.  Converted wetland violations retain violation status indefinitely or until the area is restored.  Producers who purchase acreage with a converted wetland determination are not automatically in violation unless they plant an agricultural commodity on the converted ground.  It is your responsibility to know the “history” of land you acquire to make sure you are in compliance.

If you are determined to be in violation of wetland provisions, you may lose USDA program benefits. For example, if a landowner produces a crop on a converted wetland, he or she may lose benefits for that year. Or, if you are a landowner and you convert a wetland after November 28, 1990, you may lose benefits for the year that the conversion took place, and for the years that follow, until the wetland functions and values are restored. 

Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Program

A new sheep program will soon help re-establish producers’ purchasing power while enhancing the competitiveness of the domestic lamb and sheep industry.  The Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Program will pay producers $18 per head for ewe lambs purchased or retained during August 1, 2003 through July 31, 2004.  Producers must also retain the qualifying ewe lambs in the flock for at least one complete lambing cycle.  Producers should keep records such as sales receipts as proof of purchase and retention as well as veterinarian certifications as proof of ewe lamb characteristics and scrapie program forms. Additional program record requirements and other details are available through our office.

A sign-up date has not yet been announced for this program. 

2004 Wool & Mohair Production

Are you preparing to shear your livestock?  Will you sell, trade, give away, or process your 2004 fiber immediately after shearing?  If so, stop in the office and apply for an LDP before taking of these actions.  Request to sign a CCC-709 form. You will receive the LDP rate in effect on the day your receipt indicates you transferred control or processed your fiber. If you will maintain interest in your wool or mohair for a period of time after shearing, you have the option of selecting the day you want to apply for an LDP on a CCC-633 LDP form.  Unshorn pelts are also eligible for LDP. 
Important Poultry Disease Information 

Recent outbreaks of highly contagious poultry diseases - Exotic Newcastle Disease (END) and Avian Influenza (AI) have sparked a national U.S. Department of Agriculture educational campaign to make commercial, hobbyist and game-bird poultry producers aware of clinical signs of these diseases, preventive measures to stop the spread of the diseases and responsive measures that must be taken if producers suspect an outbreak within their flock.  It is extremely important that bird-owners educate themselves regarding these diseases as the result of an outbreak is almost always lethal to the flock resulting in significant economic impact.  
Any poultry or pet-bird owners or     veterinarians who suspect a bird may have END or AI should immediately contact State or Federal animal health authorities.

For more information regarding clinical signs of diseases, prevention and decontamination, contact:

     USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services
     Emergency Programs
     4700 River Road, Unit 41
     Riverdale, MD 20737–1231
     Telephone (301) 734–8073
     Fax (301) 734–7817
     E-mail: emoc@usda.gov
     or visit the APHIS Web site at
     http://www.aphis.usda.gov
2004-Crop County Loan Rates can be found on the Farm Service Agency Web
· Corn, grain sorghum and soybeans http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/psd/2004CorSorSoyLR.pdf
· Barley and oats http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/psd/2004BarOatLR.pdf
· Wheat by class http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/psd/2004WheatByClassLR.pdf
· Mustard seed, sesame, safflower seed, sunflower seed (Both oil and other-type sunflower seed) http://www.usda.gov/dafp/psd/2004MustSaffSesameSunLR.pdf
· Canola, crambe, flaxseed, and rapeseed http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/psd/2004CanCrambeFlaxRapetLR.pdf
· Graded wool, per pound, clean basis: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/psd/2004GradedWool.pdf

HARD WHITE WHEAT INCENTIVE PROGRAM

Signup for the 2004 crop year for the Hard White Wheat Incentive Program is October 1, 2003 to May 31, 2005. 

The payment for certified seed shall be the number of acres certified on the application as being planted to certified seed times $2.00 per acre.  

For this incentive, the applicant:

· Must submit an acceptable seed receipt for the certified seed to COC

· Shall certify on the application the number and location of acres planted using the certified hard white wheat seed.

The COC may require that the certified seed be from acceptable seed stock, according to rules imposed by a State’s Certified Seed Board.

The payment quantity of hard white wheat under the production incentive for any year is limited to the actual number of bushels harvested from acres certified on the application, not to exceed 60 bushels per acre, times $0.20.

To be eligible for the production incentive payment, each producer shall submit to COC a settlement sheet as provided to a seller or for a delivery to fulfill CCC loan obligation of hard white wheat to a CCC-approved warehouse, or other hard white wheat 
purchasing facility determined acceptable by CCC.   The information on the settlement sheet shall include, but not be limited to:

· Names and addresses of buyer and seller

· Gross quantity

· Net quantity

· Price per bushel

· Type and grade of the delivered hard white wheat.

April Interest Rates:

	Selected Interest Rates for 

April 2004

	90-Day Treasury Bill
	0.875%

	Farm Operating – Direct
	3.625%

	Farm Ownership – Direct
	5.625%

	Limited Resource
	5.000%

	Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher
	4.000%

	Emergency 
	3.750%

	Farm Storage Facility
	3.625%

	Sugar Storage Facility
	4.625%

	Commodity Loans 1996-Present
	2.250%


NRCS NEWS

High School Seniors

The Sedgwick County Conservation District Board is interested in the development and continued education of Sedgwick County High School graduates.  For this reason, we are sponsoring a $500 scholarship program.

The SCCD is a grass root link between the private land user and most government soil and water conservation programs.  The supervisors of SCCD represent the land users in carrying out the District’s soil and water conservations goals and programs.

To be eligible for this scholarship, you must show some experience in the field of agriculture.   We encourage all qualified Sedgwick County High School seniors to apply. Selection criteria will be based on the following:

1. Involvement in an agriculture field

2. Interest in furthering your education in the agriculture field

3. Financial need

4. School and community activities as well as demonstrating leadership qualities

Applications need to be filled out completely and returned to the SCCD office located at 210 Elm Street, Julesburg, Colorado by noon Wednesday, May 11, 2004.  If you have any further questions, you may call Peggy at 474-2518 ext 110 or Lori ext 109.

NRCS Staff

Lori Jazwick, Acting DC for the Julesburg Office, will be leaving us for employment in Steamboat Springs.  Her last day will be May 12.  We will all miss her greatly, but wish her the best of luck in her new journey. 
JUST FOR FUN
DID YOU KNOW?

The average kid in America eats about 46 slices of pizza a year.  In the U.S. pepperoni is the favorite topping and anchovies are last.  In Japan the favorite topping is squid!
Wisconsin is the state that grows the most cranberries.  Each year cranberry producers grow over 300 million pounds of cranberries. 

Q:  How much is that in elephants?

A:  25,000 elephants weigh as much as all those cranberries.

It takes about 10 pounds of milk to make one pound of cheese.  The average cow produces 2,100 pounds of milk in a month or 210 pounds of cheese.  By the way, that same cow can produce about 46,000 glasses of milk in a year.  

The average pumpkin weighs between 10 and 30 pounds.  The winner of the 2003 biggest pumpkin contest weighed 1,140   pounds.  

It takes 12 honeybees to produce a tablespoon of honey
Americans gobble up 45 million turkeys each year on Thanksgiving – about one for every seven people.  

The average person in the United States eats 140 pounds of potatoes every year.  The potato was the first vegetable to be grown in space!

Sheep raised in North Dakota produce more than 800,000 pounds of wool each year.  That is enough wool to knit more than 600,000 sweaters.  

The biggest hamburger ever served weighed 8,266 pounds.  It was cooked in 2001 at the Burger Fest in Seymour, Wisconsin. 
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