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WASHINGTON COUNTY FSA NEWSLETTER

March 5, 2004
Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) Sign Up Underway
Crop year 2004 advance direct payments under the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) may be issued after the farm is enrolled for 2004.  DCP is unlike the prior PFC program and requires annual signup.  Farms may be enrolled through June 1, 2004 without the assessment of any fees.  Farms enrolled after June 1 and before September 30, 2004 will be assessed a $100 late-filed signup fee.  Any changes to your farm must be made prior to signup.  This includes sales and purchases of land and land newly leased.  
2004 Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP) 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides disaster coverage for uninsurable crops and is structured similar to catastrophic insurance.  A nonrefundable fee equal to $100 per crop per county, not to exceed $300 per county or $900 per producer is required at the time application is made.  The coverage is producer specific, not farm specific.  NAP benefits become available when a covered crop suffers a 50 percent loss in production due to eligible disaster conditions.

The application closing date for 2004 spring seeded crops like Hay Millet, Sorghum Forage, Oats, Spring Triticale, and Spring Wheat is Monday, March 15, 2004.  This list is not all inclusive.  Please inquire if you are unsure if your crops are eligible.
The 2001/2002 Crop Disaster Program requires producers who received benefits for their non-insurable crops to purchase the NAP coverage for the next two crop years.  If NAP coverage is not maintained for those two years all the disaster money plus interest must be refunded.
Reporting Farm Changes

It is your responsibility to report your farming or ranching operation completely and accurately.  

It is also your responsibility to notify FSA of ANY changes in your farming operation or entity status throughout the year.  Changes that could affect a determination include, but are not limited to a change in contract shares which may reflect change of land lease from cash rent to share rent or from share rent to cash rent; a change in the size of the producer's farming operation by the addition or deletion of a farm; a change in the structure of the farming operation, including any change in the member's shares; a change in the contributions of farm inputs of capital, equipment, active personal labor, or active personal management; and a change of farming interest not previously disclosed on CCC-502 or update, including the farming interests of a spouse or minor child. 

Foreign Landowner Notification

Foreign investors, who buy, sell or hold a direct or indirect interest in U.S. agricultural land must report their holdings and transactions to the Secretary of Agriculture.  Failure to timely file an accurate report can result in a penalty with fines up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the agricultural land.  Contact your local FSA office to file the appropriate report.

Spousal Signatures

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of one another as individuals for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is made to the county office staff by either spouse.  Loans do require either the signature of both spouses or a properly executed FSA power of attorney.
PRICE SUPPORT

The final date to obtain price support benefits on 2003 wheat, barley, and oats is March 31, 2004 while the final date to obtain price support benefits on 2003 corn, grain sorghum, sunflowers, and soybeans is May 31, 2004.

Conservation Compliance

All participants in USDA programs are required to have a conservation system in place on all highly erodible land (HEL).  Several areas where compliance problems can arise include: renting new cropland, purchasing new land, breaking out additional cropland, changing cropping rotations, and changing or removing existing conservation practices.  It is very important that you contact the FSA and/or NRCS office before doing any of the above.   Failure to obtain advance approval for any of these actions may result in loss of all Federal payments and eligibility.

Payment Limitation

Producers are reminded that no program benefits may be made until the FSA office has made all the necessary payment limitation and eligibility determinations. Producers will remain ineligible until all the required forms that include information pertaining to their farming operations are provided to the office. The FSA county committee or the producer may initiate the payment limitation and payment eligibility determinations. If the producer requests the determination, the request may be filed anytime before the final date for submitting form CCC-502 (Farm Operating Plan for Payment Eligibility Review).   

The following programs are subject to the following limitations. 
	Direct DCP Payment - $40,000
	Counter-Cyclical DCP Payment - $65,000

	Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP) - $75,000
	Price Support Market Gains - $75,000

	CRP - $50,000
	NAP – %100,000

	EQIP - $450,000 (through the life of the life of the contract)


Statutory provisions require that all entities--individuals, partnerships, joint operations, corporations, trusts, etc.--provide the names, addresses and ID numbers of the entity’s members to the county committee. Also, entities must inform their members of the requirement for designating “permitted entities” for payment purposes.  Spouses may be considered separate “persons” for payment limitation purposes if this determination is requested and all the applicable requirements to be determined a “person” are met
Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities including vision or hearing impairment. If special accommodations are required, please call the FSA office and we will be happy to make any arrangements that are needed. 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs and activities on the bases of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (Voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (Voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

/s/ Royal Woods IV

County Executive Director

