FSA Seeks Public Comment on CRP
President Bush has announced that a Federal Register notice has been published that seeks public comment on CRP.  This notice is intended to begin a national dialog on how best to maintain and expand the benefits of CRP.  FSA is seeking public comment, among other things, on the following:

· How to manage the large acreage set to expire from CRP

· How to manage future CRP signups and acreage

· How to evaluate the program’s environmental effectiveness

· How to better use information technology, such as Geographic Information Systems, that evaluate acreage for enrollment

· How to improve CRP, including the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, through partnerships that better address local environmental issues

A copy of the Federal Register Notice can be obtained at the Washington County FSA office or you can access the notice from FSA’s web page at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crpcomments/.  
Comments must be received in writing by December 8, 2004 and the notice gives methods and addresses to submit comments to Washington DC.
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