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FSA         375 Jackson Street,  Suite 400,      St. Paul,  MN  55101       (651)-602-7700
NRCS      375 Jackson Street,  Suite 600,      St. Paul,  MN  55101       (651)-602-7800

RD           375 Jackson Street,  Suite 410,      St. Paul,  MN  55101       (651)-602-7900

RMA       910 Minnesota World Trade Center,  30 East 7th Street,   St. Paul,  MN   55101

Assistance Programs for Disaster-Declared Counties

FSA Farm Service Agency www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA office for program details.

Emergency haying and grazing of certain Conservation Reserve Program acreage may be made available in areas suffering from weather-related natural disaster. 

The Emergency Conservation Program provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by wind erosion, floods, hurricanes, or other natural disasters, and for carrying out emergency water conservation measures during periods of severe drought.

FSA provides low-interest EM loan assistance to eligible farmers to help cover production and physical losses in counties declared as disaster areas by the President or designated by the Secretary of Agriculture.

Further information and help in applying for emergency assistance is available at the FSA county office serving your area.  

NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov or the local office.

The Emergency Watershed Protection program is designed to reduce threats to life and property in the wake of natural disasters.  Frequently used emergency measures include establishment of vegetative cover, gully control and streambank protection devices, removal of debris and sediment from channels, and emergency repair of existing dams, dikes, and other water control structures.

RD Rural Development www.rurdev.usda.gov/mn, Thief River Falls – (218) 681-2843
  
        Bemidji (218)751-194, Detroit Lakes – (218) 847-9392 

Temporary housing for disaster victims: USDA-financed apartment projects in and around the flooded communities may have vacant apartments that could be used as temporary housing for displaced households.  Contact Rural Development Offices for a link to apartment managers.

Home repairs:  Home repair loan program for households with qualifying income level meeting specific eligibility and feasibility requirements.  Loans up to $20,000 at 1 percent interest rate with a 20-year repayment term.  Grants up to $7,500 available to qualifying applicants age 62 and older for eligible purposes.

Infrastructure:  Water, sewer, storm sewer loan/grant program for municipalities and tribal entities plus essential community facility loan/grant program for non-profits, municipalities, and Tribal entities for fire/rescue/healthcare/childcare, and more.

Business assistance: Loans and guaranteed loans for emerging and expanding businesses via links such as commercial lenders, non-profits, telephone/electrical cooperatives, municipalities, and Tribal entities.

Technical Assistance: Community planning, cooperative development, economic development, leadership training, environmental issues, utility system operation and maintenance, sources of funding, and more. 

RMA Risk Management Agency www.rma.usda.gov (651)-290-3304 somn@rm.fcic.usda.gov


RMA reminds producers that acreage report deadlines are still effective.  For general policy questions, contact your agent.  To file complaints or report concerns contact RMA via phone or the regional office at the address above.

MDA Minnesota Dept. of Ag. www.mda.state.mn.us (800)-967-AGRI   TTY at (800)-627-3529
The MDA Rural Finance Authority Ag Improvement Loan Program offers low-interest financing to replace buildings lost due to flooding. The RFA's Restructure II Loan Program, meanwhile, gives farmers access to low-interest financing they can use to repair flood damage of an agricultural nature.

SBA Small Business Administration www.sba.gov (800)-359-2227

SBA provides Disaster Loans to individuals and families to meet disaster-related needs not covered by insurance or other programs.  Assistance may be available for Secretarial Disaster Declarations.

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency www.fema.gov (800)-621-3362
A number of assistance programs are managed by FEMA as well as offering resources to assist with other agency programs.  Phone register to receive information about Social Security benefits, unemployment compensation, housing assistance, veterans benefits, tax assistance, fraud reporting and other programs.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency www.pca.state.mn.us (800)-657-3864
 
Floods can create environmental problems if precautions are not taken to minimize pollution and health risks. Use the links to the right to get information on what Minnesota residents can do to protect their businesses, homes and families from environmental problems caused by floods. 

Minnesota Department of Health www.health.state.mn.us  


Officials at the State Health Department are reminding private water well owners to take appropriate precautions if their wells might have been affected by the recent flooding in areas of northwestern Minnesota. Wells that come in contact with flood water can become contaminated with potentially hazardous disease-causing bacteria.  Free testing kits are currently being offered to residents of Roseau and Lake of the Woods Counties.

Minnesota Public Safety www.dps.state.mn.us

Long Term Recovery from Disaster.  Online handbook covers such topics as housing, economic recovery and social/mental recovery.

Minnesota Board of Animal Health www.bah.state.mn.us (651)-296-2942

The Board of Animal Health is an independent state agency created to protect, maintain and improve the health of the state's domestic animals. In carrying out its mission the Board is able to protect the public health and to provide an abundant and wholesome food supply to the consumers of Minnesota. 

IRS Internal Revenue Service www.irs.gov (800)-829-1040
Special rules apply to Presidential declared disaster area losses. A Presidential declared disaster is a disaster that occurred in an area declared by the President to be eligible for federal assistance under the Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act.

American Red Cross www.americanredcross.org (800)-560-7641

Each year, the American Red Cross responds immediately to disasters, including house or apartment fires (the majority of disaster responses), hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, tornadoes, hazardous materials spills, transportation accidents, explosions, and other natural and man-made disasters. 

Salvation Army www.salvationarmyusa.org SA_Information@usn.salvationarmy.org

 
Salvation Army disaster response teams, coordinated and directed by commissioned officers and trained personnel, supported by volunteers, are "on call" to serve at all disasters and civil disorders which place a community or its populace at risk or which may disrupt or destroy family security and well-being.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is an Equal Opportunity Agency.

Complaints of discrimination should be sent to: Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D.C.  20250
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