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CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM SIGN UP TO END
ST. PAUL, Minn., Sept. 10, 2004—State Executive Director John Monson said today, “Close of business, September 24 is the last day for producers to enroll acreage in the general sign-up for Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup number 29.”  Offers accepted under this sign-up will become effective Oct. 1, 2005, or Oct. 1, 2006, at the producer’s discretion.  USDA will use the Environmental Benefits Index (EBI) to rank the acreage offered.  The EBI is based on costs and five other factors: soil erosion, water quality, enduring benefits, air quality and wildlife enhancement.
The 2002 Farm Bill authorized CRP enrollment up to 39.2 million acres.  Since there is limited acreage available for enrollment, landowners are encouraged to work with their local USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to maximize the environmental benefits of their CRP offers.  During the last CRP general sign-up, held from May 5 to June 13, 2003, enrollment offers were highly competitive.  Of the 4 million acres offered, USDA selected 2 million acres that offered the greatest environmental benefits.  In Minnesota 79,000 acres of the 2 million were accepted.  
More information on these initiatives, including acreage allocation by state, is available at local FSA offices and on FSA’s Web site at: www.fsa.usda.gov.
CRP is the country’s largest conservation program on private lands with a current enrollment of 34.8 million acres.  CRP protects fragile cropland from erosion and improves the nation’s natural resources.  By reducing water runoff and sedimentation, the program safeguards surface water and helps improve the condition of lakes, rivers, ponds and streams, many of which are used for drinking water supplies.  Acreage enrolled in CRP is devoted to resource-conserving vegetative covers, making the program a major contributor to more abundant wildlife populations in many parts of the country.
CRP participants voluntarily remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production by entering into long-term contracts for 10 to 15 years.  In exchange, participants receive annual rental payments and a payment of up to 50 percent of the cost of establishing conservation practices.
More detailed information on CRP and the general sign-up is available at local FSA offices and on FSA’s Web site at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/cepd/crpinfo.htm.
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