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USDA DESIGNATES COUNTIES IN ARKANSAS, CALIFORNIA, NEW YORK, NORTH DAKOTA AND TEXAS AS AGRICULTURE DISASTER AREAS


Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Apply for USDA Assistance





WASHINGTON, Aug. 16, 2004 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture designated 13 counties in Arkansas, 2 counties in California, 5 counties in New York, 35 counties in North Dakota and 1 county in Texas as primary agricultural disaster areas.


 


                     Arkansas


      


      The following Arkansas counties are designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by rain and flooding that occurred from April 21, 2004, through April 27, 2004: 


      


      Crawford		Independence	Perry		


      Faulkner		Jackson		Pope			


      Greene		Lawrence	Prairie	


      	


      Pulaski		Yell


      White


      Woodruff


      	


      Also eligible because they are contiguous are the following counties:


      


      Arkansas	  	Cross		Jefferson	


      Clay	  	Franklin	Johnson	


      Cleburne	  	Garland	        Logan		


      Conway	  	Grant		Lonoke	


      Craighead 	Izard		Madison		


      		


      Monroe		Saline	        St. Francis


      Montgomery	Scott	        Stone


      Newton		Searcy	        Van Buren


      Poinsett		Sebastian       Washington


      Randolph		Sharp


                       California


      


      Madera County in California is designated as a primary disaster area due to damages and losses caused by drought that occurred from Oct. 1, 2003, through May 25, 2004, and winds and heat that occurred from March 1, 2004, through March 31, 2004. Also eligible because they are contiguous 


are Fresno, Mariposa, Merced, Mono and Tuolumne Counties.  Colusa County in California is designated as a primary disaster area due to damages and losses caused by high temperatures that occurred during the week of March 12, 2004.  Also eligible because they are contiguous are 


Butte, Glenn, Lake, Sutter and Yolo Counties. 


      


                       New York


       


      Ontario, Seneca and Wayne Counties in New York are designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by excessive cold that occurred from Jan. 3, 2004, through Feb. 17, 2004. Also eligible because they are contiguous are Cayuga, Livingston, Monroe, Schuyler, 


Steuben, Tompkins and Yates Counties. 


      


      Steuben and Yates Counties in New York are designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by frost that occurred from Dec. 15, 2003, through Feb. 17, 2004.  Also eligible because they are contiguous are Allegany, Chemung, Livingston, Schuyler, Seneca and 


Ontario Counties. 


      


                       North Dakota


      


      The following North Dakota counties are designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by frost, snow, wind, flooding and storms that occurred from 


Jan. 1, 2004, and continuing: 


      


Adams			Divide			Grant	


Billings		Dunn			Hettinger	


Bottineau		Eddy			McHenry	


Bowman		Emmons		McKenzie	


Burke			Foster			Mercer	


Burleigh		Golden Valley		Morton	


Cavalier		Grand Forks		Mountrail	 


      


Nelson			Rolette


Oliver			Sioux


Pembina		 Slope


Pierce			Stark


Ramsey		Towner


Ransom		Walsh


Renville		Ward





Also eligible because they are contiguous are Barnes, Benson, Cass, Dickey, Griggs, Kidder, La Moure, Logan, McIntosh, McLean, Richland, Sargent, Sheridan, Steele, Stutsman, Traill, Wells and Williams Counties.





		      Texas


      


      Lipscomb County in Texas is designated as a primary disaster area due to damages and losses caused by a freeze that occurred on April 11 and 12, 2004. Also eligible because they are contiguous are Hemphill, Ochiltree and Roberts Counties. 


      


      The counties in Arkansas, California, New York and Texas were designated on Aug. 11, 2004; and the North Dakota counties were designated on Aug. 10, 2004, making all qualified farm operators eligible for low-interest emergency (EM) loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.  FSA has a variety of programs available, in addition to the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.


      


      USDA has also made other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers, including the Emergency Conservation Program, Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop 


Disaster Assistance Program.


      


      Interested farmers may contact their local USDA Service Centers for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures for these and other programs.  Additional information is also available online at: http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov.
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