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EWE LAMB REPLACEMENT AND RETENTION PROGRAM (ELRRP)


FARGO, ND, Nov.1, 2004--Farm Service Agency officials have announced the signup for the ELRRP program.  The signup period started October 25, 2004, and will continue until a deadline is announced.  The program has available $18 million for eligible sheep and lamb producers to encourage the replacement and retention of ewe lamb breeding stock. 


Applications for eligible ewe lambs must be filed at the county FSA office where the sheep operation headquarters is located.  Payments of up to $18 will be made for each eligible ewe lamb. If national application payments exceed the $18 million, individual payments will be factored down from the $18 per eligible ewe lamb.


Eligible ewe lambs are lambs that meet all of the following criteria:

•  purchased or retained for breeding stock between August 1, 2003 and July 31, 2004

•  be retained for one complete offspring lambing cycle

•  not have been older than 18 months as of August 1, 2003

•  not have produced an offspring as of August 1, 2003, or prior to purchase if purchased later
•  not have received payment for the ewe lambs under the Lamb Meat Adjustment Assistance Program

•  be in compliance with all APHIS scrapie provisions in 9 CFR Parts 54 and 79

•  not contain the characteristics of parrot mouth, foot rot or scrapie


Sheep and lamb operations that request payment under the program will be subject to spot check. The following records must be maintained for three years after date of payment to document eligibility:
•  date of lamb birth or purchase

•  number of ewe lambs purchased, if applicable

•  date of lamb death, if applicable

•  date of lambing, if applicable

•  date of sale, if lamb has been sold
•  identification with APHIS approved scrapie program

Sheep and lamb producers who are interested in making application for the ELRRP program should contact their local Farm Service Agency county office for additional information.
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