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Definition

Shelterbelt plantings are designed to  establish and maintain tree and shrub cover next to a farmstead or feedlot.  The purpose is to enhance wildlife habitat, save energy and protect farmstead and livestock areas.
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Wildlife

This practice is well suited to provide quality wildlife habitat.  Tree species selected for planting will affect what type of wildlife that will benefit from these acres.  Supplementing the tree plantings with other wildlife practices, plantings or seeding will further enhance the cover.  

Planning Considerations

Primary windbreaks are normally planted on the north and west sides of a farmstead or feed lot.  The outside (windward) row must be a minimum of 200 feet from the principal area needing protection.  If less than 200 feet is available, adequate steps must be taken to protect from problem snow deposition.  Secondary plantings may be planted on the east and west side of the protected areas.  The windward row should be a minimum of 100 feet from the protected area.

1.  Tree plantings will be based on the attached tree-planting plan. 

2. The tree species are those best adapted to the climate and soils of the area/field being established to trees.

3. Tree species have been selected that meet the wind and snow management objectives for the land.

4. State and local county regulations must be followed in locating plantings adjacent to highways and roads.  If no regulations exist, windbreaks shall be 165 feet north and west or 100 feet east or south from the road centerline. 

5.  Tall growing trees will not be planted under or near power, telephone or similar facilities.

6.  Wildlife food and cover requirements have been considered in the design of the planting.

Specifications

Specifications are prepared in accordance with the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide practice standard (380 Farmstead and Feedlot Windbreak). Additional provisions are entered on the job sheet sketch.

The land on which the trees and shrubs will be planted must be essentially free of living sod and perennial weeds before planting.  All stock must be planted by June 1 except for containerized stock.  

Management Considerations
On fields with a high potential for erosion, additional efforts may be required to minimize erosion until tree cover establishment.  Practices such as cover crops, contour planting, etc. should be considered in the planning process for inclusion into the plan.

Noxious and highly competitive weeds may require control to allow establishment of the planting.  Mechanical or chemical control methods used must be consistent with erosion control requirements and pesticide label requirements.  

Weeds may be controlled in the tree rows by installing fabric weed barrier. 

Use of Pesticides

Only those pesticides, which are labeled for the specific use, will be recommended.  University and Extension publications and specific label instructions will be used for guidance on herbicide selection and use.

Operation and Maintenance
Operation and maintenance will include but not be limited to the following:

1. Prevent animal damage and browse by rodents, mice, rabbits, deer, gophers and other wildlife which adversely affect woody vegetative cover.

2. Prevent disturbance of cover during the primary nesting season of April 15 through August 1.

3. Control all noxious weeds as identified by state and local laws, by: a) treating with chemicals per label directions, b) spot mow before seed heads form or c) tillage between or within tree rows. 

4. Protect the areas from haying and grazing.  Fences may need to be constructed and maintained to exclude livestock throughout all 12 months of each year.

5. Replace dead trees and shrubs as necessary, and control undesirable vegetative competition to promote a fully functional tree planting. 

6. Periodically inspect for rilling, gullying, and concentrated flow erosion.  Repair disturbed areas and re-vegetate areas that may need to have permanent cover.

7. Avoid direct spray applications and spray drift when applying herbicides on adjacent cropland.

8. Control insects and diseases damaging the vegetation.  If you use pesticide to treat a problem read and follow label directions carefully.

9. Do not apply animal/livestock waste or municipal and industrial waste.

10. Do not use the planted area for field roads, turn areas, or other uses that will damage or destroy the vegetation.

11. Prune trees, as necessary, to remove dead or damaged branches. 

Shelterbelt Planting - Job Sketch or Map                        CP16A  

An aerial view, or if needed an aerial photo of the area can be shown below. Other relevant information, such as complementary practices, and adjacent field or tract conditions including structures and crop type, and additional specifications may be included.

























































































































Field 

No.
Planting Length
Planting Width (includes 10' on each side)
Acres
Row # Start on the North or West side.
Species
Spacing
Number Planned
Number Planted







In Row
Betw. Row


















































































































































Landowner___________________________________________ FSA Contract Number__________________

Planned Application Date___________Tract Number_________Field Number__________Total Acres______
Soil Type ___________  Windbreak Suitability Group ___________  Distance to buildings and roads __________

Additional Operation and Maintenance____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Participant____________________________________________________________  Date_________________

Planner_______________________________________________________________ Date_________________

Farm Services Agency___________________________________________________ Date_________________

SCD _______________________________________________________________ Date_________________













