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Background

USDA and the State of North Dakota have entered into an agreement to implement CREP.  

This program encourages farmers to enroll 20-acre cropland plots into Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for 14 to 15 years. 

It also requires that the landowner enter into a 30-year conservation easement with North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   

Goals

The goal of the project is to establish 1,000 20-acre CRP plots called “CoverLocks”.  The CoverLock will provide winter wildlife habitat, reduce erosion and provide water quality benefits.  

An additional goal is to obtain public access to 160,000 acres.

CRP Contract  

The applicant will enroll 20 acres of eligible cropland into a 14 to 15 year CRP contract. 

The contract will consist of 5 acres of trees and shrubs and 15 acres of native grasses.  After the 5th year, 5 acres of grass may be converted to a wildlife food plot at the discretion of North Dakota Game and Fish Department.  

Fabric weed barrier will be installed in the tree/shrub rows and grass will be planted between the rows to reduce the maintenance required.
Conservation Easement 

The landowner must enter into a 30-year conservation easement with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department.

The 30-year easement will require the cover on the 20-acre plot to be maintained for a period of 30 years.  It will also require the landowner to allow for public access on the entire ¼ section on which the 20-acre plot is located.  The ¼ section can be configured in various shapes as long as it is contiguous.

Note:  Land use is only restricted on the 20-acre CRP plot.  The balance of the ¼ section may be used for any purpose and does not need to have a cropping history.

The easement allows for public access from September 1 through April 1 of each year.

Eligibility Requirements  

The 20-acre CRP plot must be cropland that was planted or considered planted to a crop in 2 of the last 5 years.  Also, it must be physically and legally capable of being cropped.

The 20-acre plot must be within 1 of 13 watersheds that are located in southern and western North Dakota.  The watersheds cover parts of 17 counties.  See the map on the back page.

If the 20 acres is currently enrolled in CRP, that contract must expire before being eligible for CREP.  


The quarter section that is being offered for public access easement cannot be within ¼ mile of an occupied residence other than the landowner’s.  The landowner’s residence may be adjacent to, but not on the easement area.

Program Benefits

The participant will receive 15 annual CRP rental payments.  The rental rate is based on the soil types on the 20-acre CRP plot.  The rate will include a 20 percent incentive amount and $5.50 per acre for cover maintenance.

The participant on the 15-year CRP contract will also receive a one-time $750 Signup Incentive Payment. 

Farm Service Agency and North Dakota Game and Fish Department will reimburse the participant for 100 percent of the reasonable installation costs.  

North Dakota Game and Fish Department will also issue a one-time easement payment.  This payment reimburses the participant for maintaining the cover on the 20-acre plot for an additional 15 years beyond the CRP contract expiration.  It also compensates the landowner for allowing public access for a 30-year period.

The easement payment is equal to 65 percent of the sum of 15 annual CRP rental payments excluding the 20 percent incentive.  

After the 5th year, North Dakota Game and Fish Department will pay for establishment of the wildlife food plots by hiring the participant or a third party. 

Contract Obligations

The participant must comply with CRP contract terms on the 20 acres for a period of 15 years.  

Those terms include:

· No haying and grazing

· Controlling weeds

· Maintaining cover.

The landowner must maintain the cover on the 20-acre plot for a period of 30 years, 15 years beyond the CRP contract expiration.
Public access must be allowed on the ¼ section under easement for 30 years.  The public access will be restricted on unharvested crops.
Application Process

Applications may be submitted at the local USDA Service Center.

The applicant must identify the area offered for the 20-acre CRP contract and the adjacent ¼ section offered for public access easement.


CREP offers are ranked based on 6 ranking factors. The applicant may offer additional acres for public access in order to enhance the CREP offer.  

Applications are accepted continuously.  Periodically, applications will be analyzed.  If funding is limited, only the highest-ranking offers will be accepted. 







